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Selkirk News Issue 2 

Created to allow the residents of 
Selkirk a central point of 
information, Selkirk News is 
produced by a sub-committee of 
Selkirk Community Council, and 
is distributed via Selkirk’s High 
Street shops and Post office. 

For a digital copy, please go to 
www.selkirkcommunitycouncil
.co.uk to read the full PDF, 
download it free and forward to 
friends.  
Or sign up to our mailing list!  
Email 
info@selkirkcommunitycouncil.
co.uk and we will send you a 
copy as a PDF file to read/share.  

Please send news and photos to 
info@selkirkcommunitycouncil.
co.uk 

Blonde… Legally Blonde  
The Legally Blonde musical is 
the latest production from the 
Selkirk Musical Theatre 
Company.  Performances run 
from Tuesday 27 February to 
Saturday 2 March, including a 
Saturday matinee. 
Tickets available at 
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
selkirkMTC 

No Market in February 
Just a reminder that there will be 
no Selkirk Farmers’ Market in 
February but it will return in all its 
glory on Saturday 02 March, 
attended by SBC Councillors.

SELKIRK NEWS  
All the News Seen Fit to Give Us | Download PDF from www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk

    Silver Band Simply The Best 
      Selkirk Silver Band named 3rd Section Band of   
       the Year by the Scottish Brass Band Association 

The Scottish Brass Band Association have done 
the arithmetic, and have awarded Band of the Year 
to the Selkirk Silver Band in the 3rd Section.
The Selkirk Silver Band scored a total of 24 points, including 
those gained from Scottish and major National competitions. 
Second came the Shotts St. Patrick’s Brass, and a crowded 
field included ensembles from Inverclyde, Perthshire, Croy, 
Langholm, Stranraer, Arbroath & Carnoustie and Whitburn.
Each band receives 1 point for taking part, 1 additional point 
for each Scottish band in their own section which they defeat 
and 1 bonus point for being the winning band in their section. 
Not content to rest on their laurels, the Band will begin 
rehearsals in January for the Scottish Championships in 
March, competing this year in the 2nd section, following their 
win in the Scottish Championship last year. 
Photo: The Silver Band after playing on New Year’s Day in the Market Place      
                                                                                        Photo: Grant Kinghorn 
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eanwhile  the  Selkirk  Common  Riding  Trust 
appointed  Rodney  Pow  (Incorporation  of 
Hammermen)  as  Honorary  Provost  of  the 

Selkirk Common Riding Trust on Jan 17th. Rodney takes 
over  from Keith  Miller  (Corporation of  Weavers)  who had 
served since 2019. Honorary Provost Pow will be assisted by 
Andy  Moyes  (Selkirk  Colonial  Society)  who  was  appointed 
Senior  Ballie  and Kevin Fairbairn (Selkirk Common Riding 
Executive) who was appointed Junior Ballie. Congratulations 
to Rodney. Preparations are now well under way for Selkirk 
Common Riding 2024. 

               Selkirk in Review - 2023 
rant Kinghorn, in addition to his comprehensive 
photo coverage of major events in Selkirk and the 
area, edits together a ‘2023 review’ film, just for 

information and entertainment.  
Enjoy Grant’s film on YouTube at the below link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZYUaCs7BfM

Some useful contacts: 

Selkirk Health Centre  
01750 21674 

 SBC Councillors: 
Caroline Cochrane 

caroline.cochrane@scotborders.gov.uk 

Elaine Thornton-Nicol: 
e.thornton-nicol@scotborders.gov.uk 

Leagh Douglas: 
leagh.douglas@scotborders.gov.uk 

Royal Burgh of Selkirk  
Community Council 

www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk 
info@selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk 

Services in Selkirk: 
https://exploreselkirk.co.uk/services/ 

Borders Buses 
https://www.bordersbuses.co.uk/

services 

Published by The Royal Burgh of Selkirk 
Community Council. 
Editorial Committee: 

Andy Murray, Grant Kinghorn 
Online version available at: 

www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk 
Send stories to: 

info@selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk before 
April 5 

© The Royal Burgh of Selkirk Community 
Council. 

Photos and content of this site are the 
property of Selkirk Community Council, 
photographers named or unnamed. Any 

material from ‘Selkirk News’ should not be 
copied or redistributed without the owner’s 

prior written permission. Thank you 

  

A Bright Future 

Provost Appointed

Keith Miller congratulates Rodney Pow, new Honorary Provost of the 
Common Riding Trust, on his appointment. Photo: Grant Kinghorn  

he latest meeting of 
volunteers supporting 
the idea of a Selkirk 

Future ‘Town Team’ was held on 
17th January, in place of the 
rescheduled Nov 19 meeting.
Many more new faces were 
present, so an overview was held 
of many of the suggestions made 
so far, followed by a wide-
ranging discussion about various   
possibilities to be explored re: 
the structure and the focus of 

the team.  Another meeting will be held in Feb to establish a 
list of short-term, medium-term and long-term goals. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZYUaCs7BfM
mailto:caroline.cochrane@scotborders.gov.uk
mailto:e.thornton-nicol@scotborders.gov.uk
mailto:leagh.douglas@scotborders.gov.uk
http://www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk
https://exploreselkirk.co.uk/services/
https://www.bordersbuses.co.uk/services
https://www.bordersbuses.co.uk/services
http://www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk
mailto:info@selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk
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llan Walker of Selkirk 
Distillers unveiled his new 
venture on December 7th: 

‘Tibbie’s - A Place To Share’, in the 
former premises of the Courthouse 

Cafe in the Market Place. 

As you would imagine, it features 
Allan’s signature drinks, including 

Selkirk and 1953 gins, as well as 
Selkirk Rum and other cocktail 

ingredients, but Tibbie’s also serves 
platters of hors d’oeuvres, featuring 

selected cheeses and cold cuts 
sourced from various gourmet 

suppliers.

They are also featuring brunch at 
weekends, and on 26th Jan, there is 
a special Burns Night event, which 

has already sold out.
Check out their Facebook page for 

more details.

   SELKIRK EVENTS IN JANUARY 

       
17  Wed   ACE (Adult Continuing Education) speaker, Parish Church Hall
17  Wed   Antiquarian Society – ‘The Wool Aliens’, Parish Church
18  Thurs     Sustainable Selkirk Energy Event, St Boswells Village Hall

            19  Fri          Coffee Morning, Parish Church
            19  Fri          Hammermen Burns Supper, Victoria Halls
            25  Thurs     The Fleece Bar re-opens
            26  Fri          Burns Night Experience, Tibbie’s, Market Place

27  Sat   Borders Youth Theatre Burns Supper, St. Boswells
            31  Wed       Common Riding Executive AGM, Victoria Halls 
    
                                For more details, see www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk/calendar

http://www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk/calendar
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Talk About.. Parp Music

ith no apologies, we present some more 
detail about what the Selkirk Silver 
Band have been up to in the Holiday    
Season.

Thanks, as always, to Grant Kinghorn for the 
photos.

In the Market Place on Christmas eve

In the Market Place on Christmas Eve

Entertaining the residents of  The Bield on New Year’s Day

Marching to the Market Place to the strains of Yes Sir, I Can Boogie 

and concert dates for 2024 include:
    MAY 18 
    SEPTEMBER 21

                DECEMBER 21
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elkirk Rotary Club has announced its latest Quiz 
Night at the Victoria Halls on Friday 2nd 
February. At 7pm for a 7:30 start, the event boasts 

refreshments, a raffle and food, promising an evening of 
fun for all, in the best Rotary tradition.

Tickets are £20 for teams of 4, available from the Rotary 
Club via Messenger or by phone: 07927 648560.

riday the 19th of January saw the Annual 
Selkirk Incorporation of Hammermen 
Burns Supper take place in the Lesser 

Victoria Hall. 

Deacon David Main in the chair, the haggis was 
carried in by 2023 Hammermen Standard Bearer 
Ryan Legge with Andrew Bunyan on the Pipes.

Hammermen Deacon David Main Piper Andrew Bunyan and 
2023 Hammermen Standard Bearer Ryan Legge. Photo: Grant 
Kinghorn 

The Immortal Memory was delivered by Ex- 
Hammermen Standard Bearer, Deacon and Honorary 
Provost Les Millar. Ex-Hawick Cornet Derek 
Inglis recited Tam O'Shanter. 

The Toast to the lassies was delivered by Chris Bell, 
and the last word fell to Ex -Hammermen Standard 
Bearer Neil Purves, with Aaron McColm 
proposing the Vote of Thanks. The singers for the 
evening were Tommy Knox and Jimmy Gibb.

§

Meanwhile, Tibbie’s wine bar / restaurant, 28 Market 
Place Selkirk, is hosting a special Burns Night 
supper on Friday 26th January. It is already sold out, 
but it is possible to join a waiting list if you contact 
them via Facebook. 

he Selkirk Grace, although attributed to 
Burns, was already known in the 17th century 
as the “Galloway Grace" or the “Covenanters’ 

Grace". It came to be called the Selkirk Grace 
because Burns was said to have delivered it at a 
dinner given by Dunbar Douglas, 4th Earl of Selkirk.

Selkirk Grace 
Some hae meat an canna eat,
And some wad eat that want it;
But we hae meat, and we can eat,
And sae the Lord be thankit. 

Short Cuts 

Santa Gets Around 
anta Claus squeezed some time into his busy 
schedule to make a couple of flying visits. 
Luckily Grant Kinghorn was there to 

capture the moment.

Santa gave youngsters presents before dashing off to his next party                                                                                                                      

Santa arrives at the Selkirk Golf Club Christmas party

Hammermen Burns Supper
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SELKIRK EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 

           

          02   Fri            Rotary Quiz, Victoria Halls  
           07   Wed Selkirk Hill Management Group, Victoria Halls
            10    Sat           2024 Group exhibition opens at Burnside Gallery
            10    Sat           Flag Applicants Race Night, Conservative Club
            12  Mon    Community Council Meeting, Victoria Halls

21    Wed     ACE (Adult Continuing Education) speaker, Parish Church Hall
21    Wed     Antiquarian Society – ‘Local Changes and Features’, Parish Church

            24    Sat           Preloved Ball Dress Sale, Selkirk Rugby Club
            25    Sun Preloved Ball Dress Sale, Selkirk Rugby Club
            27    Tues         Legally Blonde the Musical, Victoria Halls

28    Wed         Legally Blonde the Musical, Victoria Halls
           29     Thurs       Legally Blonde the Musical, Victoria Halls

                            
s Mark Twain said about reports of his own death, that of High Street shops may be exaggerated, but 
it is a valid concern. Selkirk’s story is repeated across the Borders - formerly established businesses 
closing down, adding to a sense of decline in Borders High Streets. However, as some shop doors 

close, others open.

               

     Photo
  © Grant Kinghorn

n Berwick Upon Tweed, for instance, an article by Stephen Scott of the Berwick Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce, mentions the impact of the new retail  park there, as well  as ongoing closure of national 
chains  such as  M&Co.,  plus  continuing changes  in  consumers’  shopping habits.  He then goes  on to 

counter press fears of Berwick becoming a ‘ghost town’ by listing various positive developments. For instance, 
Yorkshire Trading Co. will be opening a large store in the town centre, while the former M & Co. store will 
be a Barnardos, albeit another charity store to add to those already trading. But there are also some thriving 
new independent stores, including Sugar Mountain, which opened last August, as well as Derrants@40, which 
saw an old building converted into a luxury home, fragrance and gift store.

ack in Selkirk, the closure of, in short order, the Courthouse Cafe, Scoop and The Fleece has caused 
understandable concern, especially about the state of the central part of the town, but there is good 
news about all three. As mentioned earlier in this issue, new wine bar/restaurant Tibbie’s opened in 

December and is already surpassing expectations, while the former Scoop premises will shortly have a new 
tenant. Similarly, The Fleece is under new management, and will re-open on 25th January,  (or at least the 
bar) so, once all three of those operations are dispensing good will and good food and drink to customers, it 
should create a suitably uplifting atmosphere in the Market Place, as well as encouraging others to join them. 
Thanks to The Bridge newspaper and Stephen Scott for allowing them to be quoted.  

     Death of the High Street May Be An Exaggeration
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                            SELKIRK EVENTS IN MARCH 

 01      Fri          Legally Blonde the Musical, Victoria Halls
02    Sat        Farmers’ Market, Market Place  

            02      Sat             Legally Blonde the Musical, Victoria Halls (Eve + Matinee)
            11   Mon     Community Council meeting - Victoria Halls
  11/12  Mon/Tues  Car Park space restricted for Ambulance Service clinic
            20  Wed     Adult Continuing Education talk, Parish Church
            20      Wed          Antiquarian Society talk re: Sir Walter Scott, Parish Church Hall
     

            For more details, see www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk/calendar

he renovation of  the stunning Palladian mansion house on The Haining estate  recently  received a 
funding boost of £287,000, from the UK Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund, administered by 
SBC. It will support the link building construction, plus a lift and a new commercial kitchen and toilets. 

Michelle Ballantyne, Trustee/CEO commented: “This grant will make a significant difference, as it will take the 
house the next step towards being finished and ready to re-open”. The main building exterior refurbishment 
nears completion, with scaffolding expected to start coming down by the end of Jan - the first opportunity for 
visitors to the estate to really see the transformation.

Recent photos of The 
Haining external 

restoration. Thanks to  
Michelle Ballantyne of 

the Haining Trust

he  poor  state  of  repair  of  the 
building’s fabric was a challenge to 
the  skills  of  a  myriad  of  specialist 

builders,  lead  workers,  stonemasons  and 
joiners, but The Haining Trust is delighted 
that Laing Traditional Masonry, contractors 
for the exterior phase, have been “excellent 
to  work  with”  and  have  delivered  the 
reno vat ion  on  budget .  Funds  for 
completion are still  urgently required, and 
the Trust hopes the public will learn about  
Friends of the Haining, whose benefits will 
be explained by members of the Trust over 
the  next  couple  of  months,  both  at  the 
Farmers’ Markets and in the Pop Up shop. 
There  will  also  be  many  volunteering 
opportunities. 

Frustratingly,  some youths  caused  damage 
over the holidays by breaking into the site, 
setting off fire extinguishers and damaging 
the  newly  carved  stonework.  There  were 
also some fires set in the grounds,  so the 
Trust  requests  that  anything  suspicious 
should  be  reported  directly  to  the  Police 
and  or  to  the  Trust.  With  The  Haining’s 
renovation in its final phase, it would be a 
shame  for  anyone  to  spoil  this  vital 
community asset.  

  The Haining Restoration Update

http://www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk/calendar


Published Quarterly by Selkirk Community Council   Issue No. 2                 January 2024

         
Selkirk News January 2024 

cottish Borders Council has launched a public 
survey to help local Councillors draft the 
2024 budget, due to be set on 29 February 

2024.
The survey can be completed online at the link 
below, and will be open until midnight on 
Wednesday 31 January.

Complete the survey at this online link:
https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/finance/budget-
survey-2024-25/

2024 Budget themes are:  
Clean, green future
Fulfilling our potential
Strong inclusive economy, transport and 
infrastructure
Empowered, vibrant communities
Good health and wellbeing
Working together improving lives

SBC Budget Survey - your input needed

Burnside Gallery’s next exhibition, from 10 Feb 
onwards,  will  be  a  group  exhibition  carrying  on 
throughout  this  year  until  the  end  of  September, 
excluding May and two weeks in June.  The exhibition 
will feature oils, watercolours, prints and collages by 
John  Berry,  Kate  Hajducka,  Sylvia  Home, 
James Hutcheson, Val Menon, Carol Ritchie and 
Emma Whigham.
 
Burnside gallery  & frames is  at  48  Market  Place, 
Selkirk TD7 4BL , open Wednesdays to Saturdays, 
10-1, and 2-4.30. 

2024 Group  at Burnside 10 Feb

Above: Val Menon
Right: Kate Hajducka

https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/finance/budget-survey-2024-25/
https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/finance/budget-survey-2024-25/
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Claim your Pension Credit!

ension Credit  is designed to help with daily living costs for 
people  over  State  Pension  age  and  on  a  low  income, 
though you do not need to be in receipt of State Pension to 

receive it. It tops up a person’s income to a minimum of £182.60 per 
week for single pensioners and to £278.70 for couples.

Apparently there is some £3.1million unclaimed in Scotland, so check 
today whether you are eligible. Many pensioners qualify for Pension 
Credit, but do not claim the extra financial help that can be worth 
over £3,300 a year.

Martin  Lewis,  founder  and  chair  of  MoneySavingExpert.com,  is 
quoted on the UK Government website as saying:  “Amidst the cost of 
living crisis, it’s a national tragedy that getting on for a million pensioners are 
missing out on a major income boost. I’m not saying everyone will get it, but 
many will, and it only takes a few minutes to find out. So don’t stall, just 
call.

And not only is this serious money, it’s also often a gateway entitlement 
that  means  you’re  due  a  range  of  other  support,  such  as  council  tax 
reductions,  the  £650  extra  energy  funding  help,  warm  home 

discount, housing benefit, dental and optical treatments and,  for 
the over-75s, a free TV licence. So again, don’t stall, just call!”

  Pension Credit can be claimed by phone and online. The online Pension Credit calculator is also     
 on hand to help pensioners check eligibility and get an estimate of what they may receive. 

  Phone: 0800 991234.  Online: www.scotborders.gov.uk/olderpeoplesupport  (Scroll down to 'Pension   
  Credit', then click on the link to the UK Government website: https://www.gov.uk/pension-credit)

ustainable Selkirk is a community project by Selkirk 
Regeneration, whose aim is to help everyone save energy, money 
and emissions. Their friendly team of trained Energy Advisors 

provide home visits and community outreach sessions, to deliver free 
and impartial energy advice and support across the Scottish Borders.
 
 Sustainable Selkirk Advisors supports householders by;
 - identifying ways to save energy and save money 
 - providing a recommendations report of what energy efficiency      
    improvements are suitable for homes
 - helping understand energy bills and tariffs
 - showing how to use heating controls effectively and efficiently
 - speaking to energy suppliers on customers’ behalf
 - installing soft energy-efficiency packs (low-energy bulbs,  
   draughtproofing, remote-controlled plugs)  
- offering onward referrals to FREE energy efficiency schemes 

Enquiries and bookings can be made to Angela MacKellar, 
 Project Coordinator of Sustainable Selkirk:

 
   angela@sustainableselkirk.org.uk  or  07496 997817. More information: https://applyforleap.org.uk/

Save On Energy Bills!

LEAP - 
The Energy and Money 
Saving Service

FREE
FOR LOCAL
RESIDENTS

Call us now on 0800 029 4543*  
(Freephone) to book your appointment, or apply online: 

www.applyforleap.org.uk

We are offering local residents a completely 
FREE OF CHARGE service called LEAP (Local 
Energy Advice Partnership). LEAP can reduce 
your energy usage and keep you warm and cosy.

HOW IT WORKS:
If you are eligible, we will book you an 
appointment with one of our friendly, 
qualifi ed advisers. LEAP can:

Check your energy bills to ensure you are 
not paying too much for your energy

Provide FREE, simple energy saving measures
which can save the average household £30 on their 
energy bills a year.

Give you day-to-day energy effi  ciency hints 
and tips and ensure your heating system is set up to 
keep you warm and save money.

Arrange a FREE telephone advice service to 
help with benefi ts, debt and other money problems.

Refer you for further funded energy 
effi  ciency improvements, such as 
insulation and effi cient heating systems.

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE?
You may be eligible for 
the LEAP service if one of 
the below apply. If you:
•  have a low income
•   receive tax credits
•   receive Housing Benefi t
•   receive an income or 

disability related benefi t

LeapService *8:45am-5:30pm Monday to Friday

http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/olderpeoplesupport
https://www.gov.uk/pension-credit
https://applyforleap.org.uk/
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We Will Remember Them

emembrance Sunday is an 
opportunity to pay tribute to 
those who fell in the line of 

duty, and Selkirk’s 2023 event was, as 
usual, meaningful and moving.

Thanks to Grant Kinghorn for his 
photos of the march to the War 
memorial and other elements, 
including wreath laying by Anne 
Hogarth, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
the Scottish Borders.  

Photographs © Grant Kinghorn   

William Mein, David Deacon and Bruce Mercer after the service in Selkirk Parish Church.

Wreaths laid at the War Memorial

March from the Parish Church to the War Memorial along Selkirk High Street 

Anne Hogarth, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the Scottish 
Borders, lays a wreath at the War Memorial on behalf of 
the King. 

Sir Michael Strang Steel
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Cinderella - It’s Behind Us!

he Victoria Halls rang to the sound of laughter when the 2023 panto played for a mere three 
performances on 28 & 29 December. Cinderella was the Association of Selkirk Clubs and Societies’ 
was the year’s family panto, and it featured a large cast of all ages, and an astonishing array of 

costumes, props and scenery, plus songs, dance routines and local gags.

Many traditional and some new characters were interpreted by an enthusiastic cast, with some comic 
routines, including some by a very fetching pair of Ugly Sisters (John Nichol and Graham Coulson).

The energy was maintained by rousing renditions of favourite songs (including one especial favourite 
‘Daydream Believer’, which was performed several times), and the spectacular production was the perfect 
start to the festive season. Let’s hope that the next production - due in 2025 - can compete. We await with 
eager anticipation. 

hotos, clockwise from top left: 
  John Nichol / Graham Coulson as   
  The Ugly Sisters;   
  John Nichol & Spoon; The Finale; 

              Fiona Gallagher as Cinderella 
              and Julie Craig as Prince Charming.
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25 Years of  Friendship - A Plattling Christmas

Thanks to Rob Duff 
for the report and photos

hristkindlmarkt in Plattling 2023  

The 40th Christkindlmarkt in Selkirk’s twin town, Plattling, took place over the 2nd Advent weekend in 
2023, from Thursday, 7th until Sunday, 10th December.
The Bavarian Christkindlmarkt lets people get into the festive spirit by enjoying the aromas, sounds and 
activities of an outdoor Christmas market and festival in the town centre. Such markets are a delightful way to 
begin holiday festivities. 

The crisp, cold air fills with the fragrance of sizzling sausages, spices and hot spiced glühwein. Booths also sell 
sweet treats, such as chocolates, cakes, pastries, cookies and candies. Traditional handicrafts at the markets 
include hand carved Christmas ornaments, decorations and gifts.

Music of Christmas fills the air to enhance the festive atmosphere. And, as you can see from the photo, the 
weather in 2023 certainly added further to the occasion. The Christkind or Christkindl, an angel-like creature 
with blond hair and wings, brings gifts to families on the eve of Christmas. Depicted as a blond female angel, the 
Christkind opens the Christmas season at Christmas markets every year.

Plattling vists to Selkirk in 2024 
include: 
April 22 - 27:  Realschule (School 
children) 
April 29 - May 6: The East Bavarian 
Highlanders
Selkirk Visit to Plattling in 2024: 
July 17 - 22 Part of the 
Nibelungenmarkt celebrations 
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Time For Turner In January 
anuary, and only January, is the time when 38 magnificent watercolours by  J. M. W. 
Turner, almost 200 years old, can be viewed - free! - in Edinburgh. In 1900, Henry 
Vaughan bequeathed 38 Turner watercolours to the National Galleries of Scotland, with the 
stipulation that they could only be exhibited ‘all at one time free of charge and in the month of 

January and no longer’. This has conserved the delicate watercolours, which would fade if over-
exposed to light, although they are made available throughout the year for study.

The collection, which includes evocative and dramatic landscapes from the Himalayas, the Swiss Alps 
and the Isle of Skye, is of additional interest because it contains two paintings related to Sir Walter 
Scott: one of a view of Melrose and another featuring Chiefswood Cottage on the Abbotsford estate.
The exhibition can be viewed  at the National Galleries for Scotland on Princes Street, until 31 
January, daily 10am-5pm, admission free. 

urner’s view of 
Melrose (1831-32) 
shows Melrose 

Abbey and the then-new 
(1826) chain bridge to 
Gattonside.
Turner visited this spot, 
North of the Tweed, 
twice, and painted this 
watercolour as a gift for 
Sir Walter Scott. He 
seems to have included 
himself among the picnic 
party in the foreground, 
as the figure on the right, 
drawing beside an 
upturned parasol.

© Henry Vaughan Bequest  Used for illustrative purposes only

or Selkirk Cricket Club the 2024 season can’t come soon enough, but the Juniors have already started 
training indoors at the High School - all P6/P7 and SHS pupils are welcome to come along at 5.30pm 
every Tuesday. We are hopeful of a full set of hard ball fixtures for the juniors this year. Seniors haven't 

started training yet but please keep an eye out on social media - outdoor nets will resume after the Easter break. 
We would like to note our thanks to Donny McKenzie at South East Heating for agreeing to continue as 
first team shirt sponsor for 2024. If you are interested in other sponsorship opportunities at Selkirk CC please 
email secretary@selkirkcricketclub.co.uk.

Through the winter it is not just cricket at Philiphaugh. The bowling boards will be down in the changing 
rooms until the season starts, for anyone to use outside our organised fixtures (usually Friday evening). We also 
continue to provide an accessible space for community groups and we would be keen to hear from groups 
looking for a convenient and well resourced space for meetings and events. The clubhouse remains a popular 
location for private functions so if you are planning something please email enquiries@selkirkcricketclub.co.uk 
for more details.

Six nations rugby will be shown in the lounge through February and March and we will be trialling a 
pick up from the square in the club minibus for members who can’t face the trek down the hill - again keep 
an eye on social media for this offer. The championship kicks off with a Friday evening fixture on 2nd Feb 
(France vs Ireland) with Scotland facing Wales on the 3rd Feb at 4.45pm. We look forward to welcoming you 
down for both fixtures.

Membership at the cricket club has been frozen again this year and at a modest £10 for individuals and 
£20 for family membership you wont find many cheaper sports clubs in Selkirk. The club is grateful to the 
ongoing support of members and the generosity of sponsors. The club is keen to make 2024 a successful year on 
and off the field and would welcome new members, players of all ages and sponsors. Please visit our website 
(http://www.selkirkcricketclub.co.uk/) or contact us at selkirkcricketclub@gmail.com.                                                                                            

Cricket Update 
by Neil Gentleman
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Rugby Update

elkirk finished off the year with a good win at Musselburgh on the 16th of December and sit 7th in the 
Scottish Premiership, having won five matches and lost ten.
The club welcomed Kieran Westlake who took over as Club Development Officer from Ewen 

Robbie, who moved on to pastures new. Selkirk A got a much-needed win in their last league game under the 
lights at Philiphaugh against Peebles Reds, 42-24. The A XV now play in the Border Junior Cup in the second 
half of the season. 
This year’s Selkirk Sevens will take place on Saturday the 11th of May at Philiphaugh. Please watch the 
club's Social media and Website over the coming weeks for details of the Hospitality package. 

Finlay Wheelans scoring 
against Jed Forest during 
Selkirk's 12-33 win at 
Riverside
in November 2023.                                                                    

Photo: © Grant Kinghorn

Football: Valiant Vics  
With Back Against The Wall

ne word that would be best to describe 2023 for Selkirk Vics would be SURVIVED. Finishing season 
2022/23 without a manager after Nathan Douglas and Alan Kerr stepped down, the club appointed ex-
Langlee manager Sam Burton and assistant Ian Stephen, who had just lead the club’s Under 16s to 

League success.

However, attracting committed bodies to the club has proved harder than expected, with the side only just 
being able to put a team on the park in some weeks, resulting in a poor run of results and Sam Burton leaving at 
the end of 2023. 

With Ian Stephen stepping up to the manager position, numbers have slightly increased but a larger committee 
and a few more players will be required to take the club forward into a more successful 2024.

Selkirk Victoria FC Faces Major Challenges 
in 2024 writes Grant Kinghorn

Bartosz Solowski goes 
close for Selkirk Victoria 

against Ancrum at Yarrow 
Park, Jan 13, 2024.                                                                  

Photo: © Grant Kinghorn
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It Was 10 Years’ Time Ago… 

en years ago, on Sunday the 18th of January 2014 a large crowd followed the piper to Selkirk Hill for the 
Annual Haggis Hunt. (Photo Bottom right). Youngsters armed with Baggie nets charged all over the 
haggis breeding grounds on the Selkirk Hill. A record catch was made by the young hunters, mainly 

thanks to no anti-hunt protestors having shown up, probably down to the damp weather. 

After the Hunt, Bob Burgess gave the address to the haggis at the shelter before the Hunt made its way back 
into Selkirk. (Photo Centre top). Photo Bottom left shows the ‘Haggis Polka’ being danced.                                                                      
                                                                                                                              Photos © Grant Kinghorn

                                                                                                  

Summer of ‘69

The Selkirk High 
School Class of 1969 

celebrating their 
reunion at the Ettrick 

Forest Bowling Club                                                                  

Photo: 
© Grant Kinghorn
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