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 The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council
	Chairman
	Graham Easton
	31 High Street, Selkirk, TD7 4BZ
	01750 722744

	Vice-Chairman
	Ian King
	4 Russell Place, Selkirk, TD7 4NF
	01750 722327

	Hon. Secretary
	Alistair Pattullo
	12 Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697

	Hon. Treasurer
	Tom Combe
	68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
	01750 720921


Minutes of the 38th Annual General Meeting of

the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council

held on Monday 10th November, 2014 in the Committee Room, 
Victoria Hall, Selkirk.

Present: Community Councillors Graham Easton (Chair), Tom Combe, Caroline Cruickshank, Ian King, Alisdaire Lockhart, Alistair Pattullo, N Wirsten. 
SBC Councillors: Michelle Ballantyne, Vicky Davidson, Gordon Edgar

Also in attendance: Police Inspector Community Policing, 1 member of the Press, 3 members of the public.
Chairman Graham Easton welcomed the public, and reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, and that all recording devices should be switched off. He also pointed out that Data Protection law requires members of the public (MOTP) to be referred to anonymously in the Minute unless they indicate otherwise.
2.
Apologies were received from Community Councillors Kathleen Beaton, N Wirsten
3.
The Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting of the Council, held on 11th November, 2013 were approved, proposed by T Combe, seconded by I King.

4.
Chairman’s Report: Chairman Graham Easton presented the following report:

When I wrote my report for the 2013 AGM of Selkirk and District Community Council I had planned it to read like what it should have been designed for, a report on the official end of my tenure as Chair of the group. However, the best laid plans etc, meant that instead of that happening I found myself back at the top of the table, albeit in a Vice Chair role, leading a Community Council that over time had diminished in numbers and having trouble recruiting stalwart citizens of the Royal Burgh.

I have found this aspect particularly challenging as I am aware of the strong sense of community within Selkirk, the fantastic work carried out by charitable organisations as well as bodies such as the Common Riding Trust, our casting organisations, the Chamber of Trade, Selkirk Regeneration Company, The Haining Trust, Plattling Group, Selkirk Christmas Lights, Rowland’s, our schools and churches and many, many more organisations and groups within the town and indeed, the wider area. I only need to reflect on the numbers who participated in yesterday Remembrance Parade, there is a strong sense of wanting to be involved amongst the residents of the town.

This year, with the Town’s participation in celebrating the Commonwealth Games with the games torch passing through the burgh, another hugely successful bike event, our Common Riding event, the opening of the Pringle Park project and work starting on Bannerfield Play Park project, the proposed Scottish office of textiles (SCOT), the programme of events put on at the Haining throughout the year, the commencement of the Flood prevention scheme, the YES festival, the continuing useage of our pop-up shops scheme and many other events, I can confirm that there is a lot of positive things happening in Selkirk right now and we should be proud of that. This combined with the onset of the CARS project now in place the next few years will see parts of Selkirk transformed, buildings renovated and hopefully a sense of new blood being pumped through the veins of our Royal and Ancient Burgh. If I can use the recent 2014 referendum as a yardstick of interest, over 80% of us within the town expressed their opinions, in which ever way they chose, to dictate the political outcome of Scotland and I would like to think that that same 80% have the same level of interest, or more in their own town. 

Unfortunately I need to balance my “good news” story with some “not so good” stories, these include the closure of Baxter and more recently NGT on the peripherals of the town, the closure of the front desk facility at Selkirk Police station, the loss of the Police Traffic Warden service, the continual and ever tightening stranglehold on spending on public services and last but not least the continuing saga of the possibility of the one way system as a result of the “whose wall is it?” situation on Yarrow Terrace.

I am reluctant to describe these as negatives, we need to grasp the positives out of any situation such as I have mentioned and work together with our SBC colleagues through the forum in place, the Community Council, to work around the issues that we may encounter within our community. I am ever grateful for the hard work done by our office bearers within this council, Tommy Combe for keeping our finances in order, Ian King in ensuring that planning applications are scrutinised and considered carefully and for deputising for me on occasion, and to Alistair Patullo for his efforts in ensuring that minutes are recorded, correspondence is dealt with and the many other tasks to ensure we are as smooth running as possible. I have endeavoured, where possible, to represent this Community Council at Area Forum Level and other meetings  throughout the year, however this has not always been possible due to other commitments. At this point I would like to thank our three elected SBC councillors for their continual support .  

We have talked about building a resilient community in Selkirk and we continue to work on doing just that but first we need a resilient Community Council with an active membership who can help us build on the success of the town and ensure we are fit for purpose so that Selkirk remains a dynamic, safe, pleasant and interesting place to grow up and live in.

. 

5.
Treasurer’s Report: Hon. Treasurer T. Combe reported on the Community Council finances and the continued success of Evening Study Groups.
6.
Appointment of Office-Bearers:   

Chairman: Graham Easton proposed A Lockhart seconded A Pattullo elected unopposed
Vice-Chairman: Ian King Proposed G Easton seconded A Lockhart elected unopposed.

Hon. Treasurer: Tom Combe Proposed Ian King seconded A Lockhart elected unopposed.
Hon. Secretary: Alistair Pattullo Proposed Graham Easton seconded I King elected unopposed.   

Hon. Auditor: Viv Ross Proposed - Graham Easton seconded – Tom Combe

7.
Appointments to other roles:

Planning Spokesperson: Ian King Proposed Graham Easton seconded Tom Combe elected unopposed.

Evening Study Class Organiser: Tom Combe Proposed A Pattullo seconded I King elected unopposed.

8.
Appointments to sub-group:

Selkirk Hill Management Group:Graham Easton, Ian King, Caroline Cruickshank 
9.
Appointments to associated group:

Plattling Twinning Group
Ex-Councillors John Munro, Lindsay Neil had intimated that they would keep the CC appraised of PTG activities.
10.     Appointments to outside bodies:

Selkirk Sessions – A Pattullo, T Combe Scott’s Selkirk – G Easton, T Combe Chamber of Trade – T Combe, A Lockhart Argus House Committee — N Wirsten A7 Action Group — Ian King, Graham Easton

Scottish Borders Housing Association — In abeyance Selkirk High School Partnership – Tom Combe

Eildon Area Forum - Graham Easton

There being no other business, the meeting concluded at 7.24pm

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………………

All communications should be addressed to the secretary at the above address 

