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	The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council



	
	
	Chairman
	Graham Easton
	31 High Street, Selkirk, TD7 4BZ
	01750 722744
	

	
	
	Vice-chairman
	Ian King
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	01750 722327
	

	
	
	Hon. Secretary
	Alistair Pattullo
	12 Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697
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	Tom Combe
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	Minute of Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Hall, Selkirk
On Monday 13th April 2015, at 7.00pm

	1)
	Present:

	
	
	Community Councillors Kathleen Beaton, Tom Combe, Caroline Cruickshank, Graham Easton, Ian King, Alisdaire Lockhart, SBC Councillors Michelle Ballantyne, Gordon Edgar.

Also in attendance: 4 members of the public, 2 members of the press. 

Anne Scott (Early Years) – item 8, Will Haegland (Chamber of Trade) – item 9
· Chair G Easton opened the meeting at 7.00pm. He reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, all recording devices should be switched off and that Data Protection law requires members of the public (MOTP) to be referred to anonymously in the Minute unless they indicate otherwise.

	2)
	Apologies: ASBC Cllr Vicky Davidson, Alistair Pattullo, (in the absence of whom minutes were taken by 

I King.)

	3)
	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2015 were approved on the motion of A Lockhart, seconded C Cruickshank

	4)
	Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda:

	
	
	· A Lockhart asked whether there was further information regarding item 2 and the Chair advised there had been further communication with Mr Wirsten which would be explained in private at the end of this meeting.

· with regard to item 7, Cllr Lockhart expanded on his views and confirmed his intention to reword, then reissue his letter to Cllr Parker and to also make this available to the press. This was noted, following discussion and explanation about the status of the Tapestry and confirmation of the CC’s firm belief that SBC’s use of public money be fully transparent.  Cllr Lockhart agreed to circulate his letter to members of the CC before going public.



	5)
	Declarations of interest; 

	
	
	none.

	6)
	Community Police Report: 

	
	
	Regrettably, no report had been received and no representative of Police Scotland was present.  

G Easton agreed to discretely enquire as to future submissions and attendance.



	7) 
	Flood Protection Scheme:

	
	
	no officer attendance and the topic was held over to the next meeting.



	8)
	Early Years Centres: 

	
	
	Programme Manager Anne Scott outlined the vision and principles behind the Early Years Project which is planned to run until late 2016, and hopefully beyond.
She explained 4 centres will be developed with Langlee open since last October and a Selkirk base now virtually operational at Philiphaugh School.  The operating model was described, together with the range of available activities and the potential for community involvement.  The programme aims to provide social outcomes such as improved literacy/ language and health within the community. In conclusion, Ms Scott answered questions and provided information packs. 

The project was welcomed by the CC and G Easton thanked Ms Scott for her presentation.



	9)
	Will Haegland (Chamber of Trade) re forthcoming initiatives in the town

	
	
	· Firstly, Will Haegland updated the CC regarding the Mountain Bike Marathon and Championship event due to take place on 1, 2, 3 May. This is the 3rdyear Selkirk will be host and it will involve c. 800 participants, with ancillary events taking place  around the town.  WH outlined the funding package and shortfall, and requested if the CC might again help sponsor the event.  After discussion and checking with the Treasurer, the CC agreed to contribute £500 towards expenses.

· WH then explained that the C of T was trying to arrange a free bus link between the town centre and Riverside business and industrial estate.  This novel initiative is in tandem with CARS and part of the BIDS project and a 3-day trial is planned for next week.  It is hoped this will generate new trade and help break the habit of early shop closing in the town centre.

· Lastly, WH advised that local businesses are keen to discuss how the town could maximise benefits from the impending return of the railway.  An action group has been set up to consider ideas - for example the recent return of the ‘Flower of Yarrow’ coach - and explore potential branding and extensive marketing. 
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	Kathleen Beaton queried 

· flooding on paths at Bannerfield (as previously reported) and was advised this matter is still under consideration

· parking on the High Street, which is regularly causing traffic flow problems and safety concerns.    The SBC councillors advised that management restrictions would be reviewed and also advised the public that the situation should be reported officially to the police

KB also expressed concern that there is still serious risk of a further accident at the Fleece corner – exacerbated by the size of vehicles etc.2.  It was suggested that better use should be made of cctv and again ensure that the police are informed of incidents so that they may be encouraged to take appropriate action.

D Purves 

· enquired about the Common Good Fund  
· offered his congratulations to Selkirk Rugby Club on their league winning success and also to the football club for their coaching success

· asked the SBC councillors to confirm the level of savings following the introduction of electric vehicles to the SBC fleet.  Cllr Edgar explained it was currently premature to assess as the Government is promoting this initiative

· asked about damage to a fence at Nettlie Bridge.  Cllr Edgar advised that the tenant (Alistair Hogarth) is responsible.

MOTP(2) 

· asked whether any progress has been made to resolve the settlement problems at the Market Cross.  The SBC councillors advised this was still being assessed but a broken water pipe is suspected. Any remedial work will be phased to avoid disruption to the Common Riding dais.

MOTP(3) 

· asked whether anything was being done (locally)reduce the deer population.  Cllr Ballantyne explained that accidents involving deer are reportable (to the police). 

	10)
	Planning: 

	
	
	3 applications tabled:  

· 15/00233/FUL: 11 Back Feus, Selkirk – erection of conservatory:  

- effectively screened from public view , therefore no objection

· 15/00305/FUL: 45 Tower Street, Selkirk – replacement windows:  

- all improvements in keeping with the character of the property, therefore no objection

· 15:00266/FUL: Change of use from former Post Office and Alterations to form Ground Floor Flat, Station Road, Selkirk:
- no objection re change of use but concerns that 
· there is no parking space allocated to the property
· there is no disabled access into the property
· the proposed visual treatment of the 2 windows and entrance door will be totally out of keeping with the character of the rest of the building and adjacent properties.   

	11)
	Reports from SBC Councillors:


	
	
	G Edgar reported on the following:

a)    consultation re new ward boundaries due soon

b)    SBCare went live on 01April

c)    A7 Action Plan is being updated- for Selkirk it will include the need for a by-pass, changes to the central area in keeping with the CARS proposals and improvements at the Glenmayne section.  He  asked that comments be forwarded to him

M Ballantyne reported on the following:

a) Selkirk library reopening

b) Pringle Park – low voltage u/g cable to be laid across grass area

c) Free micro chipping for dogs to be available at various centres  during the next two months

d) Spring clean – community groups to be organised during April/may

e) SBC are moving inexorably to a paperless system

f) Borders Railway Celebration Fund.  I King suggested Selkirk should bid to advertise itself at the railhead via a unique notice board which would not only help visitor awareness but also coordinate with other information re transport links etc.  This could become part of an integrated welcoming display involving other local communities.



	12)
	SCGFWG:

	
	
	

	13)
	Resilient Communities: 

	
	
	

	14)
	Correspondence: 

	
	
	· BT phone box

· Floral Gateway scheme and other awards
· New Museums and Galleries guide  


	15)
	Treasurers Report & Evening Study Groups: 

	
	
	Tom Combe reported:

· no movement in bank balance to date

· Evening Classes: currently showing a comparative loss of £513, largely due to lack of an upholstery class this year and yoga attendance.  However stick dressing class has improved numbers

· Balance Sheet will be available for next meeting.



	16)
	Reports from Sub Committees:  

	
	
	a) SHMG: 

IK reported on the first formal meeting of the year, held on 01 April.  The Chairman had provided a summary of work undertaken and confirmed that the Hill is in sound condition and the Group’s resources are stable.



	17)
	Reports from Community Organisations and Outside Bodies: 

	
	
	a) Scott’s Selkirk are planning an event – for early October - in conjunction with Selkirk Sessions.  

b) Plattling Twinning Group: it was clarified that the July invitation is for 3 members to attend a Cheese Festival and ancillary BBQ competition.



	18)  
	AOCB: 

	
	
	a) Floral/ hanging baskets: G Easton will discuss with Chamber of Trade (Will Haegland)

b) Active Sports are a group promoting health and well-being for seniors (over 55s) currently operating in Peebles but keen to recruit locally

	

	The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.

	Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council will be held in Philiphaugh Community School, Selkirk (TBC) on Monday 15th June 2015 at 7.00pm 

	
	
	

	
	
	Adoption of minutes:

	
	
	

	
	
	Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..
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