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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 12th April 2021 via Zoom
1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Graham Easton (Chair), Kirsty Lovatt, Judith Thompson, Alistair Pattullo, Ian King, George Irvine, Aileen Firth, Ieuan Chamberlain, Jim Stillie, Alisdaire Lockhart, and David Deacon.

Also present – SBC Councillors Caroline Cochrane, and Gordon Edgar; 8 members of the public; 1 member of the press.
On behalf of the CC, GEas expressed his condolences on the passing of HRH Duke of Edinburgh.
2.       
Apologies – Elaine Thornton-Nicol.
3.       
Declarations of Interest – KL (item 2 of planning matters). 
4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by AL and seconded by GI.
5.       
Matters Arising – None.
6.       
Community Police Report – circulated electronically and available on CC website. DD to contact CPO as would be helpful for him to attend meetings so he can answer questions about the report.

IK asked where the off-road biking had occurred and was advised to contact CAT.

7.       
Local Improvements – IK advised that he had noticed an abandoned bench opposite the Leven showroom. This is probably one of many throughout the town which could be cleaned and repaired. DD noted that they would be ideal as resting places for walkers.

JT expressed gratitude that work on the Low Road has now begun.

CC asked that the list be shared again.


There are damaged walls at Kingsland Avenue and Sentry Knowe. CC to follow up both. GEd advised that it would be useful to speak with the Resident’s Association re damage at Sentry Knowe.


The wall near the Sheriff Court is also in need of repair but this would be the responsibility of the residents of Ettrick Dean and Five Towers.


GEas noted that litter is still an issue which needs to be addressed.
8.       Planning Matters – 
21/00520/FUL: 3 - 7 Scotts Place Selkirk, TD7 4LN, Erection of garden studio and installation of solar panels to roof 
Approved in principle but recommended refusal unless the plans are clarified to ensure there will be no future fire risk between neighbouring properties.
21/00502/FUL: Modification of Condition 2 of planning permission 12/01191/PPP in respect of extension to period of permission, at Land North East Of Buxton House Buxton Road, Selkirk. 
After discussion, the CC recommended refusal of this application.
9.       
Open Forum – DD noted that the pitch at Victoria Park looks good but asked why there is now a fence there and who put it up. MoP advised that he had spoken with James Purves a week ago because of damage to the Youth Club. He suggested that a fence would be beneficial, and JP agreed to put one in place. GEd disputed this stating that he had spoken with JP who said he had no knowledge of the fence.

DD raised concerns re litter at Victoria Park and evidence of open fires. GEd has spoken with the travellers to inform them that the fires are not allowed. GEd has also spoken with them about litter but advised that the litter does not solely come from the travellers.


Caravan sites can re-open on 26th April if facilities are up to standard and covid compliant. LiveBorders will inform the travellers in advance of the site opening as they will have to pay fees to remain there. The number of caravans allowed on the site will probably be reduced due to the small number of toilets and showers available.


DD asked who owned the Victoria Park and GEd advised it is Common Good land but the operational management is overseen by SBC. TC is the CC representative for the Common Good meetings.
10.
SBC Councillor Reports – CC – no report.

GEd advised that resurfacing of the High Street is due to take place 29th and 30th April. The cost of this work will be undertaken by the original contractor. Resurfacing of the A7 from Hillside Terrace to Tower Street/High street will take place 10th May – 14th May (road will be closed 19:30 – 06:00).

AL enquired as to when there will be a public consultation re the 20mph trial. Two of three surveys have already been carried out and the public consultation will take place at the end of this year.


AL is concerned that the 20mph limit is causing congestion throughout the town and that this will increase pollution. JT stated that the limit is not just about road users. Rather it is also about those who use the pavements such as children, parents, and older people.


KL advised GEd that a resident was driving their car over the common and asked if this was allowed. It is not and KL will inform GEd of who the resident is so that he can ensure they are aware of this and it does not happen again.


The CC have until June to discuss any projects they would like to put forward for the Community Fund. Members should let AP or GEas know of any suitable projects.


The issue of litter was discussed again as there does not appear to be any community awareness of the SBC littering initiative. CC advised that there is a campaign on social media and that litter pick kits are available from SBC (at the last meeting, however, the CC were told that the kits were not available for distribution due to covid). GEd stated that there is also an initiative throughout the Borders which involves binmen picking up litter on the streets as well as emptying the bins every Sunday.
IC noted that part of the Great Borders River Clean will take place in Selkirk on 15th and 16th May and it would be useful to know where to source litter pickers etc. CC will follow up and try to source items.


JS asked that the memorial plaque for residents who have been cremated be added to the list of projects.


CC had reported to SBC that the Market Place needed a clean and Craig Blackie is now arranging for a deep clean to be carried out.


CC will also take forward the request for more signposts advertising what is available in Selkirk for tourists to the next BIDS meeting.

11.     
Treasurer’s Report –

Annual accounts with Viv Ross for audit and a summary of accounts has been circulated. The audited accounts will be submitted for approval at AGM.

12.    
Selkirk Response Team – the covid side of the SRT will be coming to an end by 26th April.
13.
SHMG – IK and GEd have agreed that the best solution to the issue at the Well is to use a sump.

Maintenance needed on some footpaths e.g., leading to Pot Loch. This was raised at the last meeting and GEd has requested the warden cut back some of the growth.

Blooming Selkirk – 
Communities fund application for £1400 has been awarded but is not yet in the bank.  This award must be properly evaluated after it’s been spent, and JT asks that people record (however informally) any positive feedback (e.g. while you are watering baskets) and report back.  May need to contrive some form of questionnaire.
So far only 3 casting associations have sent any money, though JT believes more (all?) intend to contribute.  Probably depends on how much business is being conducted at this time.

“Sponsorship” scheme for the boxes on the railings at the Vic Hall – 3 individuals have already donated, and Rotary have said they want to sponsor a box (possibly 2?)  Still a few weeks before anything goes up – an appeal will be on Selkirk Facebook page 

There is interest in using the plants from the ex-soldiers’ garden when they become available.
JT has been approached by residents living near the Green about the possibility of planting trees on the Green. JT will follow this up as there will need to be coordination with SBC and fundraising will be required.
14.      Chamber of Trade/BIDS – The consultation re the Haining car park has now closed and there were over 700 responses. Results should be available in the next few weeks.

The Farmer’s Market will take place on Saturday 1st May as a one-day event There will be 12 stalls (mostly food vendors). The two-day market will return in July.

15.     Other Reports – The trishaw will be arriving on 29th April and pilot training will be starting soon.
16.       AOCB – 

JS asked if a mural could be put on the wall opposite the Fleece.

DD reminded everyone that this year marks 100 years of the poppy appeal and the British Legion and asked if people could donate any relevant memorabilia they might have.


Next month’s CC meeting is the AGM and AP will circulate an agenda. He also asked members to let him know if they had an interest in taking on any posts such as Chair, Treasurer etc.


IK advised that when discussing signage on the A7, to remember that the road is the responsibility of Transport Scotland.


The possibility of another Finance & Project meeting can be discussed after the AGM.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:40pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 10th May 2021 (time and venue TBC).
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All communications should be addressed to the secretary at the above address 

