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 The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council
	Chairman
	Graham Easton
	31 High Street, Selkirk, TD7 4BZ
	01750 722744

	Vice-Chairman
	Ian King
	4 Russell Place, Selkirk, TD7 4NF
	01750 722327

	Hon. Secretary
	Alistair Pattullo
	12 Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697

	Hon. Treasurer
	Tom Combe
	68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
	01750 720921


Minute of Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk

on Monday 12th August 2013, at 7.00pm 

1)    Present: Community Councillors: Tom Combe, Caroline Cruickshank, Graham Easton (Chair), Ian King, Alisdaire Lockhart, Alistair Pattullo and Nik Wirsten. 
       
SBC Councillors: Gordon Edgar, Michelle Ballantyne, Vicky Davidson
       
Also in attendance: 1 member of the Press and 5 members of the public. 
       
Chairman Graham Easton thanked Ian King for chairing the July meeting. The meeting opened at 7.00pm

G Easton reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, and that all    mobile phones and recording devices should be switched off. 

2) Apologies: None.
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2013 were approved (proposed: I King seconded C Cruickshank)
3) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda G Edgar reported that the ownership of the Corby Linn Mill is still being investigated by SBC.
5)     Declarations of interest: None.
6)    Lothian and Borders Police – Report presented by PC Roy Brown. (Text now posted on the CC website)
       N Wirsten asked about the temporary one-way system and reported several instances of drivers failing to obey road signs. R Brown replied that patrols have attended and were monitoring the area. V Davidson asked if Sat Nav would give drivers the wrong directions; M Ballantyne agreed that some local drivers are deliberately ignoring signs. A Pattullo asked if it was likely that ownership of the wall at The Glen was likely to be established soon, G Edgar said that legal arguments are still ongoing to ascertain ownership of the wall; V Davidson said that a proper survey of the works required should be undertaken as estimates of costs have varied widely.

        N Wirsten has written to police about an illegally parked vehicle in the town but has not received a satisfactory answer. R Brown replied that the incomplete yellow lines in the bay opposite The County mean that no prosecution can take place.  GE confirmed this was the responsibility of the Trunk Roads Authority and he would inform BEAR accordingly.

        V Davidson asked about farm thefts up the valley. One person has been arrested and enquiries are ongoing.

        D Purves enquired about a car theft carried out last year at the swimming pool area and about double yellow lines on Buccleuch Road.
7)    Planning – No applications were submitted to the meeting:   

a)  I King has met with representatives from the Bannerfield Active community project .  CC comments are on the SBC website and further meetings are to be held with those involved.

b) The Whitmuir Hall appeal has been dismissed by the Scottish Office Reporter.

c) 13/00388/FUL: Erection of Dwelling House,  Bleachfield Road, Selkirk- it was noted that SBC are to hold an internal review regarding this application which had earlier been supported by the CC, but subsequently refused by the Planning Committee.


8) Reports from SBC Councillors:


Councillor G Edgar reported on the following:

a) Roadworks are scheduled to start soon in various parts of Selkirk, works to be carried out under this year’s budget.

I King drew attention to the current condition of the Fleshmarket Steps.  This area had been subject to a recent facelift project but is now suffering from a lack of landscape maintenance which reflects very poorly upon the town.  Councillor M Ballantyne reported on the following:

a) Fleshmarket Steps:  SBC has no plans to replace the small stone setts where weeds are growing in the joints.  I King and T Combe continued to state in strong terms that the condition of the area of the Fleshmarket Steps is completely unacceptable and gave several examples of significant neglect on the site, including the problems related to water seepage from the upper levels.
b) The front door and light at the Victoria Halls are to be attended to – with the CC being given the opportunity to comment on the design choice.

d) Toll Banking: No progress, nothing further to report.

e) Dog fouling: once more becoming an issue across the town.

f) Dryden Stables:  noted change of ownership and expanded facilities.  This will not affect the proposals for a new riding school at Greenhill Farm.

     V Davidson reported on the following: 

     a) Many of the environmental problems highlighted relate to the demise of SB Local which would have been able to remedy many of these problems and SBC needs to reassess this. 

b) Victoria Halls:  Has been checking the levels of use for the hall, which is in use for a large part of the year and she will have more accurate figures for the next meeting. The improved central booking system is now in operation.(M Ballantyne suggested that we invite Lindsay Wood who has responsibility for the halls to come and talk to the CC).

c) Culture Strategy; work is being done with Creative Scotland to promote The Borders but a Culture Strategy has to be put in place. Once this has been finalised funding can be drawn down.

d) Application will be made to Creative Scotland through the Creative Places award programme which could result in a grant payment of £100k to Selkirk and the Valleys.  The community and local organisations are urged to support this initiative and to submit letters of support.  The CC agreed to do so.
e) Tweed Valley Mountain Rescue is still looking for premises in Selkirk.  
At this point G Easton addressed the meeting about the untidy state of the town which results from a lack of regular maintenance and apparent lowering of standards. A discussion followed to find ways of addressing these strongly felt concerns. It was suggested that Craig Blackie from SBC be invited to see the problem areas on site and discuss possible solutions. 
OPEN FORUM 
a) One way system:  Atholl Innes expressed concern at this vexed situation and gave several examples of abuse of the system and is concerned that a serious accident will happen. M Ballantyne advised that every incident should be reported to the police. A discussion then followed on the issues surrounding the one-way system.
b) Disabled parking: Lindsay Henderson had a question about the allocation of disabled parking spaces in Selkirk. G Edgar replied that disabled parking spaces are allocated to drivers who do not have any off road parking provision. He cited Scottish Government legislation and not SBC policy.   Lindsay Henderson then asked why there is only one public disabled parking space in Selkirk, G Edgar replied that there are 3; 1 in the Market Place and 2 in the main car park.

c) Sheriff Courthouse access: A member of the public passed on visitor comments re poor disabled access to the Courthouse. M Ballantyne replied that there have been a number of discussions about this. T Combe said that the existing ramp is not fit for purpose. V Davidson said there is a possibility of installing a stair lift. Secretary to write to SBC expressing CC’s concerns about disabled access to this important tourist site.

d) D Purves had a correction to last month’s minutes. Asked A Lockhart if the memorial stone in the wall next to Haining Park could be moved nearer the Haining Loch, all agreed that this would be desirable.

e) D Purves noted that the plaque has been restored at the Souters feature at the end of the Bannerfield footbridge.

f) Vacant commercial premises: Concern was expressed about empty premises at Southern Reporter and Cross Keys. It seems that the Southern Office is under offer subject to planning permissions. 

9) Selkirk Common Good Fund: 

The next meeting is scheduled for 03 October 2013.

10) Correspondence
a) Letter from K Gunn suggesting a memorial plaque in Victoria Halls to Selkirk native David Bell to mark his achievements in the entertainment world. Following discussion,  it was agreed that it might be possible to create a roll of honour to the many Selkirk natives who have made an impact in the wider world across various spheres of activity. 

b) Letter to Chair from SBHA thanking W Gunn for her work representing the CC at SBHA.

c) Letter to Chair from a German native trying to trace family roots. 

d) A Lockhart asked about the previously circulated electronic petition from L Neil for CGFs to be more answerable to CCs. It was noted Selkirk CC supports this issue.
11) Treasurers Report: T Combe presented the current balance in the CC account. A cheque for £615 has been paid to the CoT towards the cost of hanging baskets.

12)  Evening Study Groups: T Combe reported that new classes start in September.
13) Reports from Sub Committees:

a)  SHMG: I King reported that the last meeting found the Hill to be in good condition and a maintenance programme is in place.  I King sought approval that the 2013/14 SBC footpath grant allowance be claimed for Selkirk Hill.  This was approved.

In response to an email about hill grazing, it was noted that grazing is a necessary part of the Hill management programme and the mess left by sheep is an inevitable by-product in a rural area.
14) Reports from Community Organisations and Outside Bodies:  

a) Eildon Area Forum: next meeting 28th August.

b) Chamber of Trade: No report

c) SBHA: No report

15) Community Planting: Update from Chair on hanging baskets; it is generally agreed that they have made an improvement to the town. Chair congratulated K Gunn and all volunteers for their hard work in watering the hanging baskets. The costings of the baskets will need to be reviewed for next year. T Combe has spoken to the gardener at Philiphaugh who has plans for next year’s planting, which should work out cheaper.

16) A Lockhart reported that the Haining Trustees would like to address the October meeting of the CC and have also suggested that the CC might like to visit The Haining to view the ongoing redevelopment work. 

17) AOCB: It was noted that the 2014 Walking Festival has been awarded to Jedburgh & Denholm CCs. We wish them every success with the venture.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council will be held in the Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7.00pm on Monday 9th September 2013. 

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………………

Appendix 1

L&B Community Police Report Overview

Since the last meeting there has been 127 incidents attended by Police in the Selkirk town area, of these there have been 9 crimes recorded.  This is a total of 57 crimes for the year so far with 28 of these having been solved, a solvency rate of 49%.  This is a drop in the number of crimes reported of 33% 

Of the recorded crimes there have been 4 vandalisms, 3 assaults a theft and a Breach of the peace. There has also been a spate of vehicle vandalised in the Rogers road area in the last 2 weeks and anyone with information should get in touch with Selkirk police station.

Over the past month there have been no youth calls to the Selkirk area.   

All communications should be addressed to the secretary at the above address 

