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	The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council



	
	
	Chairman
	Graham Easton
	31 High Street, Selkirk, TD7 4BZ
	01750 722744
	

	
	
	Vice-chairman
	Ian King
	4 Russell Place, Selkirk  TD7 4NF
	01750 722327
	

	
	
	Hon. Secretary
	Alistair Pattullo
	12 Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697
	

	
	
	Hon. Treasurer
	Tom Combe
	68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
	01750 720921
	

	
	

	
	Minute of Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Hall, Selkirk
On Monday 10th August 2015, at 7.00pm

	1)
	Present:

	
	
	Community Councillors Kathleen Beaton, Tom Combe, Caroline Cruickshank, Graham Easton, Ian King, Alisdaire Lockhart, Kirsty Lovat.

SBC Councillors Michelle Ballantyne, Gordon Edgar.

Also in attendance: 4 members of the public, 2 members of the press. 

Scott Marr, Sylvia Taylor (WJ McLeod), Gillian Douglas (SBC) – all item 7 (Flood Protection Scheme)

Conal McEwan - Community Police Officer
· Chair G Easton opened the meeting at 7.00pm. He reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, all recording devices should be switched off and that Data Protection law requires members of the public (MOTP) to be referred to anonymously in the Minute unless they indicate otherwise.

	2)
	Apologies: A Pattullo, Cllr Vicky Davidson.  

	3)
	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2015 were approved on the motion of T Combe, seconded K Beaton

	4)
	Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda:

	
	
	· (ref. Open Forum item a)  A Lockhart reported his findings with regard to the potential for safeguarding the town’s war memorials and helping give a better appreciation to those who served and fell during armed conflict.  He suggested a full professional survey would be required in order to identify the scope of work whereby the various options of refurbishment and potential regrouping of the commemorative panels might be considered.  Graham Easton thanked Alasdair and agreed that, in the first instance, he would broach the subject with the Legion and explore whether a joint way forward might be possible.



	5)
	Declarations of interest; 

	
	
	none.

	6)
	Community Police Report: Community Police Officer Conal McEwan presented his reports for June and July – copies of these are attached to this Minute as an appendix – and during discussion, answered questions as follows:

Central area parking:

· AL queried white lining procedures on the High Street and suggested traders be given ‘no parking’ cones for use during trading hours. 

· it was noted that ignorance of the law was no excuse for failure to obey traffic signs

· Emergency vehicles when on urgent response have a legal right of way should their passage be obstructed by improper parking – with the risk of damage to offending vehicles

· a ‘parking initiative’ will be carried out by the Police during August- targeting drivers who park outwith designated bays or over-run footpaths

· With regard to traders use of traffic cones, Conol explained he would be unable to monitor the situation as required, and noted that the High Street problem was exacerbated by long stay parking.  Michelle Ballantyne lamented the loss of Traffic Wardens and advised that an SBC working group was currently assessing this worsening situation.

Speeding issues:

· CC and KL reported concerns re speeding at Ladylands Terrace and down the Green

· Conol confirmed he was prepared to work with the CC to monitor speeds within the town.

In response to questions from MoP1 Conol confirmed 

· educational talks re ‘legal highs’ were being given at the High School

· the modernisation of local CCTV use was the responsibility of SBC

	
	
	

	7) 
	Flood Protection Scheme:

	
	
	Scott Marr introduced Sylvia Taylor (RJ McLeod – public liaison) and Gillian Douglas (member of SBC, Connor Price’ team)

Update:

· Project now has c.18 months to run

· Confirmed the new design proposal for the A708 (west of the Waterwheel café) is now approved 

· Replacement footbridge – works well advanced, structure due early September – with completion expected by end of month

· Thereafter works will involve Bannerfield and a residents meeting has been arranged for Thursday 13 August

· Works in and around Angle field are well advanced – including the base for the new bridge and junction profile.

· Operational details of the 2 sets of traffic lights in this area have been tweaked and ‘Thank You’ notices erected to appreciate the forbearance of the travelling public who have been sorely tested

· The bulk of imported spoil from the Midlem area has now been brought to site and vehicle movements are reduced.  Haulage will continue until the end of September but ‘replacement’ loads have not yet commenced

· Ettrickhaugh Road – piling is complete although there are several weeks work still required

Discussion:

· KB advised that there is confusion in the local community and that better means of communications is required. SM agreed to target issues better and that the pending residents meeting should help – with the option of an information point being established at the Community Centre.

· MoP2 expressed the view that a temporary footbridge should have been put in place to avoid lengthy pedestrian diversions

· MoP1 - asked that information posters be placed in the local (Bannerfield) shop for both Flood and CC use.  This was agreed.

· MoP1 queried details of the retaining wall west of the Waterwheel Café, how ground levels tied in and footpath arrangements adjacent to the embankment at Victoria Park

· MoP1 queried the effect of the works on the cauld and on Ettrickhaugh Road and was advised that the project met SEPA’s requirements

General:

· IK advised that landscape proposals had been promised but were still awaited.  

· Cllr Edgar warned that ‘replacement’ landscaping will inevitably involve maintenance issues and he queried SBC ‘s role and ability to meet those responsibilities.  

· MoP3 expressed his concern at the visible quality of the hard landscape environmental works.



	
	
	OPEN FORUM – 0814hrs

One-way system – Glen Hotel: 

MoP2 expressed strong concern about the current one- way system.  In response, the SBC Cllrs advised that ground investigation would be completed within 2 weeks to establish the stability of the ground behind the wall at the Glen Hotel.  The 2-way system will then be reinstated once any required strengthening work is completed. Costs will be shared by SBC and the hotel owners.  At last a simple cost effective solution to a long standing issue.



	
	
	MoP1 queried whether there will be a need for a footpath at the base of the wall as what may have previously existed is no longer available.  This will be determined as part of the repair/ assessment process.

	
	
	MoP1 reminded the meeting he had previously asked about a commemorative stone at Haining Park and Cllr Ballantyne suggested he to get in touch directly with Lawrence Robertson.



	
	
	MoP1 also asked about the condition of a stone set in the wall at Shawpark which commemorates 4 sons of Selkirk killed in war.  He was advised this was a private setting and therefore not straightforward.



	
	
	MoP3 asked whether BT had been asked to tidy up the piece of land at Shawpark Road and also the former church sites at the top of Forest Road.  GE advised he was pursuing these matters.

	9)
	Planning: 

	
	
	1 application tabled:  

· 12/00615/AMC: Erection of a dwelling house on land north east of 22 Beechbank, Selkirk
IK explained that further details had been submitted, a neighbours meeting had been held and outlined his proposed reply.  This was agreed.

	
	
	Consultation:

 IK advised 

1. the SBC Local Access and Transport Strategy (main issues report) was now available on line (SBC website) and asked CC members for their comments and confirmed he would collate all responses then report back

2. the SESplan Main Issues Report has now been launched for public consultation with a ‘local’ discussion meeting arranged at SBC HQ in September

	10)
	Reports from SBC Councillors:


	
	
	G Edgar reported on the following:

a)    preparations are well advanced for the rail reopening.  The Queen will be visiting the Borders at that time

b)    the Tour of the Borders Cycle Challenge event had been a success, although there had been 1 casualty who was airlifted out for treatment

c)    elaborated on Local Access and Transport Strategy and urged the CC to respond
d)    re footpath between Orchard and WaterWheel café: safety officers are investigating to ensure clear access and sight lines

e)   noted further reports regarding the deteriorating condition of the stone wall at the A7,100m north of the High School (already photographed and reported to Amey via A7 Action Group)

M Ballantyne reported on the following:

a) commission on Council Tax reform – public meeting to be held in Victoria Halls on 14 September – need to preregister.

b) Tapestry Building at Tweedbank – public comments sought re the planning proposals.  AL urged that the CC still invite Council Leader Parker to the CC.

c) Selkirk in Bloom: keen to encourage volunteers to meet and help establish how they might become involved in a new initiative.  A meeting is arranged for Thursday 27th @7pm in the Victoria Halls”
d) Railway opening: rail services to resume on 5th with public timetable as from 6th September.  ‘Greeters’ are being recruited and discussion re publicity for Selkirk is being considered.

e) MB agreed that rail/ bus timetable connectivity is essential



	11)
	SCGFWG: no update

	
	
	

	12)
	Resilient Communities

	
	
	It is intended that a drop-in event for potential Resilient Communities volunteers be held in Philiphaugh Community Centre on Monday 14th September between 6-7pm, prior to the scheduled Community Council meeting. 
SBC Community Learning & Development workers in partnership with Selkirk High School are developing a learning programme around Resilient Communities which will involve identified students contributing to the wider local plan.

	13)
	Community Planting

	
	
	GE reported  a successful season and thanked the volunteers who have helped this year

	14)
	Correspondence: 

	
	
	All previously circulated, plus

· Invitation to SBHA agm – KB will attend as a non exec member
· A briefing note re grants is available to Community Councils  


	15)
	Treasurers Report & Evening Study Groups: 

	
	
	Tom Combe reported:

· The prospective upholstery teacher has declined the post



	16)
	Reports from Sub Committees:  

	
	
	a) SHMG: 

Cllr Edgar reported all was well on the Hill.  A new duckboard path had been installed, there had been no SHS use of the Hut last month and requested dog users to ensure dog-bags are disposed of in bins.  



	17)
	Reports from Community Organisations and Outside Bodies: 

	
	
	a) Scott’s Selkirk are planning an event – for early October - in conjunction with Selkirk Sessions.  

b) Christmas Lights: nothing to report

      c) Plattling Twinning Group: a welcome reception for Plattling visitors is arranged for 21 August at Sir Walter Scott’s Courtroom.



	18)  
	AOCB: 

	
	
	a) IK suggested that the CC compile a dossier of ideas which could be eligible for financial support as and when this might become available.  He suggested that all CC colleagues put forward their ideas with a brief written description and, if possible, an indication of potential cost.  These could be vetted, developed further and then be made available for use as a quick response to gain grant assistance.  

This was generally agreed.

b) AGM: this was set for Monday 02 November 



	

	The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.

	Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council will be held in Philiphaugh Community School, Selkirk on Monday 14th September 2015 at 7.00pm (following the `Resilient Communities’ meeting – ref. item 12)

	
	
	

	
	
	Adoption of minutes:

	
	
	

	
	
	Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..
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