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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council 

Meeting held on Monday 12th December 2022.

1. Present – Community Councillors: Al Pattullo (Chair), Andy Murray (Vice-Chairman), Sue Bremner (Assistant Treasurer), Kirsty Lovatt (Minutes Secretary), Alisdaire Lockhart, Ieuan Chamberlain, John Hawkins, Ian King, Grant Kinghorn, and Ed Strang-Steel. 
Also present – SBC Councillors Caroline Cochrane, and 4 members of the public. 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending in spite of the weather. Thanks were also given to all involved in the Christmas Market which was a huge success. 

2. Apologies for absence – Reece McNaughton, Elaine Thornton-Nicol, David Playfair, Judith   Thompson, and Leah Douglas. 

3. Declarations of Interest – none.

4. Minutes of meeting of the SCC held on Monday 14th November 2022
Suggestion that the Co-Op be encouraged to have two cash machines at the new store was omitted. CC noted that it is not possible for a cash machine to operate from an empty property and it was unlikely that any other business could ‘adopt’ a cash machine.
Minutes agreed by AL and seconded by IK.
5. Matters arising from these Minutes – see item 4.
6. Community Police Report – report circulated electronically and available on CC website. Still awaiting a CPR to attend a CC meeting.
7. Heritage Centre – It was agreed that the best way forward with the Heritage Centre is to join Selkirk Regeneration Company (which AL has done) and hopefully they will take it on as a project.
8. Planning Matters – Oregon Site Visit:
Some CC members attended a site visit and were pleased with the proposals for the new building – a lot of thought has gone into the design, and Oregon are committed to both the site and Selkirk.

There are future plans for the whole extended site and not just where the offices will be built.

Need to ensure that it doesn’t simply become a gateway to an industrial park but also swimming pool, leisure centre, and the local residents.

AL asked if there was any way to encourage other larger companies into Selkirk. CC advised that this would fall under the remit of the Economic Development Team within SBC.
9. Open Forum –

· Wall by the chestnut tree at the Bield is in need of repair. Action: CC.
· Barriers strapped onto two sections of the railings on the Stane Bridge. Action: CC
· A7 opposite Russell Place has been patched but not completed in a satisfactory manner. Action: IK
· Is there any update re the rumours that Selkirk Library is closing? Action: CC/ETN
10. SBC Councillors Reports – 


10.1
CC commented on behalf of ETN:

· Markings at Halliwell’s car park will be completed by the end of the financial year.

· There is a bus survey on the SBC website and it would be helpful if as many people as possible could complete it.

10.2
CC thanked all who had helped with the Christmas lights. No lights over Fleshmarket’s Close or the old Cross Keys site as it is a walkway and a structural engineer would have to give approval. Considering the use of LED lanterns in place of the hanging baskets. CC also stressed that more helpers are needed next year.


Next Council meeting will be held Thursday 17th December and one item on the agenda is provision for travellers. SBC is also working on a joint budget for the first time.


Winter plan – ensure all grit boxes are topped up.


Funding of £20k has been approved for works at the old Cross Keys site and all closes in the town.


Next Future Selkirk meeting will be held at the Philiphaugh Community Centre on 19th January 2023 (10 – 12). No feedback as yet from the first meeting but 110 people attended. AL asked if the meeting will follow the same format as the previous with the same issues being discussed. AM praised the chairperson who managed to draw together all the points raised and relay them in a cohesive way.
11. Treasurer’s Report

SHMG - £1,125.98
CC - £3,050.78 
General fund - £2,399.74

Monies ring-fenced - fountain restoration £323.45; response team £327.59 

Outgoing this month - £50 donation to A7 Action Group; £30 secretarial fee.

Blooming Selkirk - £4,332.11
Monies ring-fenced - toll planters £2,500; BBBB planting £78.

SB proposed topping up the Selkirk Response Team amount to £1k. It was agreed that the money should be ring-fenced to ensure it didn’t affect any further grants from SBC. Proposal agreed by all members of the CC.

Discussion was also had about location of salt bins throughout the town and whether or not more could be purchased through the Response Team. CC felt that these should be provided by SBC rather than using our own funds. It was, however, agreed that the money could be used to buy items such as candles and protective clothing.

AL asked how many defibrillators there are in Selkirk. AP advised that there are plenty and there is also an app which can be downloaded and will show the exact location for each of them.
12. Reports from Sub-Groups

SHMG - meeting held recently and various issues discussed:
· IK has asked for written confirmation from LD re the plans to allow a group of cyclist to use the Hill.
· Hill in good condition but path still to be attended to (weather permitting).

· Caulk’s Well – leakage makes walking around the area very difficult. Golf Club and SHMG to devise a plan which will collect and divert the water. Grant funding will be needed for this.

· Overgrown shrubbery along the St. Boswell’s road has finally been dealt with. GK noted, however, that it will need to be looked at again very soon.

Brighter Selkirk- nothing to report and no date for next meeting.
CGFWG – meeting held last week. Discussion had re installing solar panels on Common Good Land and properties. Need approval from Common Good committee to look for a consultant who can take this to the next stage. SB noted that there is a town in Germany which undertook a similar project and is now completely self-sufficient with free energy for all residents.
Victoria Park Action Group – Meeting between Live Borders and chair of the Victoria Park Action Group will be held 23rd January 2023.

AP advised that work on the paths at Mauldsheugh will begin this week and all materials are now in place. 
BIDS -  next meeting to be held January 2023. Awaiting GDPR documentation before CCTV in the town is complete.

SBCCN – no report.
13. AOCB
Community Orchard – SB waiting to hear back from Estates Department of SBC. The orchard at Bannerfield Drive is a pilot which, if successful, will be rolled out in other areas throughout the town. AL suggested Galashiels end of Dunsdale as a possible future site but SB stated that it needs to be a community area. Each orchard will have minimum 5 trees and benches will be in place bearing plaques which will explain the project.

Christmas Eve – GK has not heard of anything being arranged in town for Christmas Eve. MoP advised that the Parish Church will be holding a carol service in the Market Place. CC noted that there used to be events held on New Year’s Day and this could perhaps be something which the Community Council could be involved with.

Mauldsheugh – IC advised that there will be a ranger at the gates whilst the work is ongoing.
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for their participation and wished all a merry Christmas and a happy 2023. Meeting was closed at 20:02hrs.
Next meeting will be held Monday 9th January 2023 in the Cruickshank Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7.00pm.
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