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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 13th February 2017 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk
1.       
Present – Community Councillors : Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Tom Combe, Ian King, Graham Easton, and Kirsty Lovatt.

Also present – SBC Councillors Michelle Ballantyne, Vicky Davidson, and Gordon Edgar. Andrew Dinnett (Flood Protection), PC Conal McEwan, 5 members of the public, and 2 representatives from the local press.
2.       
Apologies – Alisdaire Lockhart.
3.       
Chairman’s Welcome and Introduction. 
4.       
Declarations of Interest – none.
Minutes of the meeting of the Selkirk and District Community Council held on 9th January 2017 were approved by Tom Combe and seconded by Gordon Edgar.
5.       
Matters Arising – With regard to the Great Tapestry, IK asked the SBC Councillors if there was any economic or strategic planning for Galashiels. Cllr Edgar replied that there was no such planning for any town. SBC are trying to get as much into Galashiels as possible. They are grasping at straws, which Cllr Edgar is not in agreement with. IK noted that he is worried that there is no firm structure for the economy in place.

The barbed wire issue at Oregon remains unresolved and they have been asked to put in for planning permission retrospectively.

6.       
Report from Community Police Officer. Report available electronically. IK asked if there was more to report due to post-xmas events? PC McEwan reported that no comparison with last years’ figures had been made. Cllr Edgar asked how many parking tickets had been issued. PC McEwan did not have a running total but noted that 7 tickets had been issued on the previous Saturday.
7.       
Selkirk Flood Protection Scheme – Andrew Dinnett presented the CC with the following information.

The finishing works contract is ongoing throughout 2017 and this will include minor works and the Community Arts project. The official opening is Monday 27th February 2017 when, amongst other events, a time capsule will be buried. There will be an exhibition for the Community Arts project at the Community Centre between 1pm and 5pm on Monday 27th, and between 11am and 7pm on Tuesday 28th February. MoP1 was concerned that one of the artists had incorrect information on her artwork. KL informed MoP1 that this is exactly why the exhibition is being held and that the artists involved will welcome any feedback from the public. DP thanked AD for the planting of the trees at the Green, and for the start of repair works at the Arches. MoP2 asked about maintenance of the grills at Shawburn. AD assured MoP2 that will be checked regularly in the event of significant flow events. If no significant flow events, they will be checked annually.
8.       
Collation of Minor Works – AP and a joiner have looked at the Victoria Hall’s notice board. A new board can be put on the existing posts and the board can have a split opening. Cllr Ballantyne noted a need to be clear about who is responsible for the maintenance of the board. Cllr Edgar pointed out that the notice board at the Market Square is also in need of repair.


Cllr Ballantyne reported that the seats in the Market Square will be replaced and the remaining seats also in the next financial year. The kirkyard seats will also be fixed. There was a preliminary meeting of the Friends of the Auld Kirk and a further meeting will be held Tuesday 28th February. Cllr Davidson noted that the meeting will be advertised and also suggested that group could be a sub-group of the Regeneration company.


With regards to section 8.03, the information panels have been tidied up. 


Contracts for the boundary railings have been committed but work not carried out as yet.


Cllr Edgar confirmed that the re-painting of all speed bumps throughout Selkirk will be completed by the end of this financial year.

9.       
Planning 
Planning Application: 17/00067/FUL - Workshop/store Adjacent To 5 West Port Selkirk Scottish Borders - Change of use of workshop, alterations and extension to form meeting room/museum and formation of new pedestrian access.

Change of use approved and redevelopment welcomed, provided appropriate traditional materials are used to complement and enhance the local architectural character.  

Concern expressed about access viz.

· need to restore stonework when a new gated access to the public car park is formed 

· need for provision of an appropriate disabled user access (from West Port)
…………………………………………………………………………………..
Planning Application: 17/00160/FUL - 51 Tower Street Selkirk - Change of use from retail and alterations to form ground floor flat.
Loss of another retail unit regretted, but change of use approved.  Recommendation that the fenestration pattern to the Back Row frontage be reinstated to earlier appearance and proportion (as shown in early Common Riding film footage).

Car parking provision queried.

…………………………………………………………………………………..
Planning Application: 17/00068/FUL - Walter Thomson Printers Store 8 Scott's Close Selkirk - Partial change of use of ground floor store and alterations to form flat.
Change of use approved and redevelopment welcomed, provided appropriate traditional materials are used to complement and enhance the local building character of this neglected part of the Conservation area.  Future car parking provision queried.
10.     
Open Forum – MoP1 asked how many meetings is a CC member allowed to miss collectively before their membership is reviewed. AP responded that a member is allowed to miss 3 meetings with no apologies, or 6 meetings with apologies.

DP asked where the trees will be after the support work at the Arches has been completed. Cllr Ballantyne said that the tree work has to be commissioned. AD also noted that some trees have been trimmed to allow access to the Arches.


Thanks were given for the swift response given by Conor Price et al re the Buccleuch Road incident. Permanent repairs will be carried out in due course.


MoP2 asked about the ivy at the Glen Wall. Cllr Edgar assured MoP2 that the Parks Department will remove the ivy before the road re-opens.


MoP3 inquired about the road at Stabstanes. The road needs repaired as rough squares have already caused damage to his car . The Back Row also needs repairs. Cllr Edgar said that he will look into this.

11.     
Scottish Borders Walking Festival 2019 – AP reminded the CC that it had been previously suggested that Walking Festival be held in 2020. Since then, SBC have suggested that Selkirk might do a joint Walking Festival with the Valleys in 2019. 2019 may be the only chance to do the festival. The general consensus is that this will be a good partnership and an interesting event to be part of. AP to proceed.
12.     
Community Council Insurance Scheme – TC queried the amount being charged for the CC Insurance Scheme maintaining that the CC shouldn’t be liable for insurance costs for the Christmas Illumination Group who should have their own insurance cover. TC to raise the matter at SBC to get the charge reduced.
13.     
Reports from SBC Councillors – Cllr Ballantyne noted that the budgets have now been set for the next financial year. Also reiterated that works will be starting soon at the St Mary’s Church site.


Cllr Edgar noted that a capital budget of £100m has been put aside for roads for the next ten years. He also advised that the cost for leaving trade waste at CRC’s will be increasing. Trade waste not accepted at Selkirk CRC.

14.     
Selkirk Common Good Fund – Meeting to be held Wednesday 15th February 2017.
15.     
Glen Hotel Wall – Work on the wall will be completed by end of March 2017. Cllr Edgar advised everyone to pay attention to the one-way system. The one-way system cannot be a permanent route due to the costs involved.
16.     
Correspondence – AP asked members to ensure that they take the time to read all emails and any attachments sent to them.
17.     
Treasurer’s Report – TC stated that all expenses must be in by the end of February 2017. He is still waiting on paperwork from SHMG and Chamber of Trade.
18.     
SHMG – The hill is in a reasonable state but the lack of sheep on the hill is to be discussed at the next SCGF meeting.
19.
Reports from other Community Organisations and Outside Bodies – 

Chamber of Trade – AP spoke with them after the Streetscape meeting. He was promised minutes but nothing had arrived as yet.

A7 Action Group met in Hawick and papers for the Bypass have been resubmitted. The next meeting will be held at the Argus Centre on Friday 10th March 2017 at 7pm.

The Market Place Steering Group is progressing well and landscape features and furniture are being discussed in more detail.

5 Tower Street has now been acquired as part of the CARS project.

Dandy Dinmont Society – unveiling of a statue to celebrate ‘Old Ginger’ on Sunday 4th June 2017.

20.
AOCB – Material is till to be sourced for the St Mary’s Church site. Boarding will start soon. Ex-Soldiers are facilitating the work but are hoping it will become a community project.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 13th March 2017 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7pm.
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