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      The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council
	Chairman
	Alistair Pattullo 
	12, Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697

	Vice-chairman
	Ian King
	4 Russell Place, Selkirk  TD7 4NF
	01750 722327

	Minutes Secretary
	Alisdaire Lockhart 
	Braeside House, Selkirk, TD7 4LF
	01750 22155

	Treasurer
	Tom Combe
	68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
	01750 720921


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ROYAL BURGH of SELKIRK & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM OF THE VICTORIA HALLS, SELKIRK, ON MONDAY, 11th JULY 2016

THOSE PRESENT:

Community Councillors Alistair Pattullo (Chairman), Alisdaire Lockhart (Minutes Secretary), Tom Combe (Treasurer), Caroline Cruickshank, Kath Beaton, Kirsty Lovatt and Ian King.

SBC Councillors Michelle Ballantyne and Gordon Edgar.

Scott Marr from RJ McLeod and 2 members of the public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE had been received from Councillor Graham Easton and SBC Councillor Vicky Davidson.

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – there were none.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF Royal Burgh of Selkirk & District Community Council HELD ON MONDAY, 9th MAY: At the request of Councillor King, there was brief discussion for clarification, then approval of the Minutes was proposed by Councillor Combe and seconded by SBC Councillor Gordon Edgar.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THESE MINUTES:

5.1
ref item 9.1/ 9.2: Glen Hotel boundary retaining wall and grinding margin  – Councillor Edgar reported that this matter is still ongoing 

5.2
Selkirk Chamber of Trade & Commerce – Councillor Lockhart reported that he had circulated to all the members of SCC the recent Minutes he had received from the Chamber of Commerce but he had received no further communication.

5.3
Upgrade of the CC website – the Chairman reported that this action is ongoing.

Minutes of the meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk & District Community Council on Monday, 20th June 2016.

Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Councillor Ian King and seconded by Councillor Kirsty Lovatt.

Matters arising from the Minutes but not covered elsewhere on the Agenda;

7.1
Reports from the Community Police Officer – the Chairman had circulated the recent Report to all Members of the SCC.

7.2
A Joint Meeting with the Selkirk Chamber of Trade – Chairman/Minutes Secretary to arrange.

7.3
Selkirk Cricket Club – Councillor Davidson sent a message that there had been no progress on this matter.

7.4
Letter from Professor Jane Bowers re a Scottish Borders National Park – the Chairman reported that he had written to professor Bowers stating that this Council would not support the creation of a National Park in the Borders.

7.5
Meeting of the South of Scotland Alliance – Councillor Ballantyne reported that this initiative was not being pursued following the Referendum decision for the UK to leave the EU.

7.6
Meetings re the future use and layout of the Market Place -Councillor King reported on a meeting the previous Thursday, when 8 proposals had been considered and the options had been singled down to a single plan for the revised layout of the Market Place, with special reference to the entry and exit access to the Market Place, bearing in mind the need for a central assembly place to accommodate the Selkirk Common Riding and other community activities. The prospect of tree planting in the central area had also been discussed. The proposed plans will be promoted for public consultation this autumn and this topic will be included as a regular item on the CC agenda.  ACTION: COUNCILLOR KING AND THE CHAIRMAN.
8. Draft Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2016 – will be considered at the next meeting of this Council. ACTION: MINUTES SECRETARY.

9. Report from Community Police Officer – The Chairman reported that the Community Police officer is on holiday and no report had been received.

10. REPORT ON SELKIRK FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEME

Scott Marr reported that the Contractor is ¾ way through the Contract and completion of the work is expected on time (end 2016).

Roadworks are currently being finished and the opening of the Selkirk Waste Re-cycling Centre is scheduled for Monday, 25th July.

The work around the Philiphaugh cottages and the Bannerfield play area are both completed and work on the plazas at both ends of the Bridge Street bridge is on-going.

Dunsdale Road will remain closed until the end of August but work on the Shawburn culvert is finished, but work on the flood wall is to be completed.

Councillor King asked whether artwork on the long bare flood retaining wall behind St Mary’s Mill was under consideration and Scott Marr said he would enquire.

Scott Marr was asked about any landscaping of the ground between the A7 and the original Oregon building and he stated that nothing had been planned.

Dougie Purves asked about the stonework (the old arches - unlisted) opposite the Riverside Nursing Home and was told that new paving and flower beds will be provided.

Councillor King asked when the blue LED lighting would be installed at the Bridge Street foot bridge and the two plazas and was advised that illuminated handrails will be installed in due course.

Scott Marr was thanked for an excellent report and was asked to convey the thanks of the Council for the high quality of the workmanship on the Contract.

11. Collation of Minor Works projects in Selkirk – the Paper from Councillor King had been circulated before the meeting.

It was agreed that the landscape layout was helpful in progressing the various projects.

Councilor Ballantyne reported that item 2.03 – a retaining rail for the war memorial – was currently being designed by SBC staff.

Councilor Ballantyne also reported that plans for the Doors Open Day were in hand for 17th September next with the Victoria Halls acting as the central (admin) point. Councilor Lockhart asked if this date clashed with the Scottish Chamber Orchestra coming to Selkirk and was told that the programme for this event had been revised and a new date had been agreed, later in the month.
Councilor Ballantyne reported that SBC is keen to see a “Friends of the Auld Kirkyard” organisation formed to care for this historic site. IK also noted that the public benches in the Kirkyard are in need of repair and the interpretation panels and supports also need attention.

It was noted that SBC is getting the costs for the refurbishment of the boundary railing around the High School but there are no current funds available from the Education budget for this work, so it will have to be funded from the Small Schemes budget or from other sources of funds available to SBC. 

It was noted that the entrance to Halliwells Close was scruffy and need tidying up.  Councilor Edgar advised that these properties are in private hands and that this will require a partnership project..

Councillor Lovatt asked about the deterioration of the paint markings of  “speed bumps” in the town but was told that this was the responsibility of the Highways Agency – albeit this is also a matter of public safety!
Councillor King agreed to update the Table for consideration as regular agenda item at all future meetings. ACTION: COUNCILLOR KING.

12. Development Plan for Selkirk 2015 – 2025

It was agreed that this initiative should be re-named as the Selkirk Projects Coordination Plan to avoid confusion with the SBC Local Development Plan 2016 – see item 22.1

It was also decided to defer any discussion of this item until Councillor Davidson was present.

13.
OPEN FORUM
13.1
Dougie Purves asked about the inadvertent loss of the cherry trees (previously discussed with Conor Price) and was told that these trees would be replaced with two for each one removed.

13.2
Dougie Purves asked Councillor Edgar about the bus shelter outside the Philiphaugh School and was told that this was on SBHA land but Councillor Beaton commented on the traffic problem in the area, with parents parking their cars on residential car parking areas to deliver and collect their children from school. Councillor Ballantyne suggested that the parents should be reminded about the need for cars and consideration in parking when delivering and collecting children from the school. 

Councillor King suggested that Councillor Beaton should raise this at a meeting of the SBHA, as she is the SCC representative on this authority.

13.3
MOTP 2 expressed concerns about children climbing the fencing at Pringle Park.  It was agreed that this should be raised with the community police representative.

13.4
Dougie Purves asked why the enlargement of the Top Reservoir above Philiphaugh had not been included in the Selkirk Flood Protection Scheme and he was again reminded that the full flood protection scheme had been fully appraised and the proposed scheme made available for public comment prior to commencement.
14
Planning Applications:

At the request of Councillor King, it was agreed to re-name this agenda item as “Planning Matters” and this was agreed.

At the request of Councillor Ballantyne, it was agreed that in future this agenda item would be at the end of the agenda so she could leave to avoid any compromise with her membership of the SBC Planning Committee – this was agreed. ACTION: MINUTES SECRETARY.

16/ 00735/FUL: Erection of Dwelling House - Former Laundry (Plot3) 60, Buccleuch Road, Selkirk

It was agreed to approve the application but to express concern that the redevelopment of this former laundry site (ie 3 plots) is not subject to any o/a development brief whereby a consistent, co-ordinated design approach will be taken regarding building lines (layout), materials/ finishes, the treatment of the frontages at road level (the footpath/ parking surfaces) and continuity of the existing stone wall which provides a strong boundary feature of the site.  The lack of such guidance may result in an apparent adhoc appearance which will detract from the local amenity.

16/00778/FUL: Alterations to Dwelling House and Erection of Raised Link Footpath at 26, Forest Road, Selkirk

It was noted the site lies just outwith the Conservation Area and after discussion, it was agreed not to offer any objection to the proposals. 

15.
Reports from SBC Councillors:

15.1 Councillor Ballantyne reported on the SBC survey on car parking following the removal of car parking attendants as a budget saving exercise – she will report back when the survey is completed. ACTION: COUNCILLOR BALLANTYNE.

She reminded all present that the last round of CARS funding for Selkirk is underway.

15.2 Councillor Edgar reminded all present that the Selkirk Waste Re-cycling Centre is due to re-open on 25th July but on advice from the H&S only small items can be deposited at the CRC and all larger items of waste must be taken the SBC centre outside Galashiels.

He reported that the Boundary Commission wanted to reduce the number of Councillors on the SBC but this was not favoured by Council.

He reported that £4 million had been allocated for flood damage repair following the winter floods

Re-organisation of the bus routes and schedules is still under consideration.

He reported that the Post Office will move to a new location in Selkirk this autumn.

Councillor King asked when the poo bins will be returned to the Bannerfield area to stop fouling of the area but Councillor Edgar reported that a new ruling meant that these bins can only be placed in positions where vehicular access is possible for collection of the contents of these bins. Councillor Ballantyne commented that members of the public should report to the police any evidence of owners allowing dog fouling in public places.

Dougie Purves asked Councillor Edgar to convey his congratulation to SBC on the quality of the workmanship on the repair of the old stone dyke (former dam wall) below Buccleuch Road.

With regard to this ‘structure’ it was agreed to encourage the provision of an explanatory plaque at the site and that the matter should be placed on the Minor Works list and raised at the next Common Good Fund meeting to seek funding.  ACTION: COUNCILLOR COMBE

16.
Selkirk Common Good Fund: it was reported that there had been no meeting since the last meeting of this Council.

17.
Blooming Selkirk:  Councillor Ballantyne reported that there had been no meeting of this Group since the last meeting of this Council, but the Group would be meeting soon to prepare for 2017. ACTION: COUNCILLOR BALLANTYNE AND THE CHAIRMAN.
18.
Correspondence:

18.1
 the Chairman reported that he had received a letter from a descendant of Mungo Park asking about the Glen Hotel wall and he would respond as appropriate.

19.
Finance:

19.1
Treasurer’s Report – the Treasurer reported that there had been no movement in the Council’s finances since the AGM.

19.2
Budget for 2016/17 – under consideration.

20.
Report from sub-committees:

20.1 Selkirk Hill Management Group – Cllr Edgar reported that 

· growth on the Hill had been considerable and this was taking up much of the Warden’s time

· all ‘structures’ are reported safe and

· a way leave had been requested by Mr and Mrs Rathie to install a water pipe across Hill land.

Selkirk Chamber of Trade - see Minute 5.2 above.

21.
Reports from other community organisations and outside bodies

21.1
A7 Action Group:  Councillor Edgar reported that the Selkirk Bypass was now being promoted as a main project for the Group. He had already met senior Govt ministers and officials and the next step was to gauge the level of approval from the local community and raise interest in the media.  Councillor King advised he was preparing an analysis of the pros and cons for a bypass for the town and this would be circulated for information. 
22.
Any Other Community Business

22.1
SBC Local Development Plan 2016
Councillor King tabled the Plan which, in 2 volumes, sets out SBC policies and settlement analysis.  He outlined the implications for Selkirk and stressed that this o/a document represents the strategic framework upon which future development proposals would be assessed.  The Documents can be found on the SBC web-site under ‘Planning and Building – Development Plans’ and the proposals are under a process of continual review.

Councillor King was thanked for his very helpful introduction and over-view of the SBC Local Development Plan and all present recognised the value of this Plan in considering Planning Applications in the Selkirk area.
23.
Date of the next meeting

The next scheduled meeting of this Council will be on Monday, 8th August 2016, commencing at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk.
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All communications should be addressed to the secretary at the above address 

