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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 09th July 2018 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk

1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Alisdaire Lockhart, Ian King, Judith Thomson, Adrian Kentleton, Jim Stillie, George Irvine, and Tom Combe
Also present – SBC Councillors Caroline Penman and Gordon Edgar, PC McEwan.
5 members of the public, and 1 representative from the local press
AP conveyed his thanks to all who were involved in making the Common Riding another success.

2.       
Apologies –Graham Easton, Kirsty Lovatt and SBC Cllr Elaine Thornton-Nicol,
3.       
Declarations of Interest – None. 

4.       
Minutes of previous meeting: approved by JT and seconded by AL, subject to the following clarification: – 
· item 6 Local Improvements: - IK explained there were a series of examples of deteriorating stonework along Dunsdale Road (retaining wall at east side)  
       
Matters Arising:
· Item 17 Flood Protection works:  AL was advised that inspection of the wall (at the cauld area) was still to be done

5.
Police Report (copy attached): text circulated prior to meeting, content noted and aspects discussed with additional comment from members of the public.
6.       
Local Improvements – Report circulated for further comment from members:

Agreed to add concern regarding
· stone work erosion to walls at rear of footpath on A7 (either side of Court House)
· Victoria Halls fountain – quote required for refurbishment work (for grant application)
7.       
Planning matters:– 

No fresh applications received.
IK reported that 
· the proposed redevelopment of Forest Mill (to provide 16 flats/ maisonettes) has now been approved
· an unauthorised ‘erection’ has appeared on the boundary between Oregon and Kia Motors at the foot of Ettrick Terrace (A7) – SBC is seeking to clarify the situation

· work has commenced on-site regarding Planning Application 18/00145/FUL (the provision of 4 Industrial units at Riverside) but it is noted that construction has not conformed to the conditions of consent – resulting in environmental damage to landscape and site amenity.  It is understood that SBC is investigating.

   
 

8.       
Open Forum: 

· MoP1 -Asked when the external works to Sherriff Court House would be completed and scaffold removed – Cllr Edgar confirmed that this was still expected during the first week in August.

· The Chairman confirmed to MoP2 that refurbishment of the Victoria Halls fountain would be subject of a grant application via the SBC Localities Fund

· MoP2 also suggested that a plaque dedicated to the memory of Selkirk women who formed the first ambulance team in Scotland be provided in the town. 

9.      SBC Councillor’s Reports
Cllr Edgar: 

· explained that SBC is concerned that the benefits of the Universal Credit system are not being adequately taken up by the Borders community (leaflets are available)

· encouraged the CC and local groups to take advantage of the Locality Fund - for projects which will enhance the community (deadline for receipt of applications is 01 October).  

· also confirmed that the Victoria Halls fountain is regarded (by SBC) as a separate structure and therefore eligible for grant assistance.  He noted that SBC will maintain the structure but cannot meet the capital costs of any refurbishment.  SBC are seeking an estimate (with a cap of £10k) – but any grant application will also require a supporting statement

· with regard to intrusive tree growth along Dunsdale Road, Cllr Edgar agreed to take up the matter and to ask the Council to issue letters to affected owners requesting they attend to the potentially dangerous overhanging growth  
Cllr Penman:
· noted the damaged steps at Sentry Knowe – and advised that new p.c. units will be installed.  It was agreed that the handrail would be best located at the side to ensure security/ stability
· Dementia Friendly Awareness - first training session planned for the forthcoming Sunday (at the County Hotel) – with 20 spaces available for each event
· reported the successful start of a programme of Farmers Markets in the Market Place – including an expanding variety of stalls
· commented on the continuing fight against dog fouling, the distribution and disposal of black bags - and seeking the help of the public

10.     
GDPR Briefing – topic discussion held over to next CC meeting.  

11.     
Digital Skills: Ref previous correspondence.

AK expressed concern that businesses are suffering (re digital ‘jump’) and confirmed he would continue to pursue the matter independently if SBC is unable to control content.  Cllr Penman advised that the BIDS team hope to develop an all-embracing bespoke site for the town.  This will include a business directory and other high-level links which will be regularly monitored and updated.  Cllr Edgar expressed the hope that out of date/ poorly maintained web sites can be deleted.   Noted that other communities have suffered similar problems –eg.  out of date names/ domains which can be highjacked by 3rd parties.
Cllr Penman added that the BIDS manager was planning to introduce a ‘BRAND SELKIRK’ – with a community agreed design logo which could be applied to all commercial aspects of town business.  
12.    
Selkirk Response Team:

AP reported that a meeting had been held the previous week.  The process of getting co-ordinators in place for key areas in Selkirk was now in hand - in order to facilitate a cascade of information through the community.  Noted 8 volunteers had come forward and each is now tasked to find 5 others to form the core group. The next meeting is scheduled for end august.
13.
Treasurer’s Report:   JT reported some minor confusion with Hill group funding and Cllr Edgar volunteered to help clarify the situation.
14.     
Other Organisations: 


Blooming Selkirk: – JT reported 
· all baskets are looking good.  

· Volunteers are sought to assist in the daily watering regime.  

· Bulb planting will commence next month - JT/ Cllr Penman to coordinate.

Selkirk Hill: - IK reported

· Hill in good condition –lack of recent rain has slowed growth 

· No recent problems at Chinese hut area 

· No equipment issues at this time

Chamber of Trade: 

· next meeting due 09 August
· Farmers Market – as reported earlier

· BIDS and Selkirk branding - as reported earlier

· Former RBS premises – Cllr Penman liaising re future use

· Market Place. – telephone kiosk – still no progress re its condition/ future 

Selkirk Community Shed:
· Although not connected with the CC, it was noted that the Shedders are now formally constituted and have applied for Charitable status

· Now setting up their use of premises at SHS 

AK suggested that updates relating to local groups such as the Shedders might be included as a standard item on the CC monthly agenda.  

15. AOCB:
Visitor Signage:

· JS commented upon advertising for Selkirk as a visitor destination.

· During discussion it was noted that visitor signage had to conform to Transport Scotland specifications - but it was felt by members that the town was not adequately advertised.
National Park:
· Noted a request forwarded by SBC asking the CC to comment on a local initiative proposing a Borders National Park.  Agreed this should be discussed at a future meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:47pm. T
At the Chairman’s suggestion, it was agreed the next scheduled meeting would take place on Monday 10th September 2018 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7pm.
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