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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on Monday 11th July 2022.
1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Al Pattullo (Chair), Judith Thompson, Graham Easton, Kirsty Lovatt, Ian King, David Deacon, Jim Stillie, George Irvine, Aileen Firth, and Alisdaire Lockhart.

Also present – SBC Councillors Elaine Thornton-Nicol, and Leagh Douglas; 12 members of the public
2.       
Apologies – Tom Combe, Sue Bremner, and Caroline Cochrane.

3.       
Declarations of Interest – see item 8. 

4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by GEas and seconded by JT. 
5.       
Matters Arising – none.
6.       
Community Police Report – no report.
7.       
Victoria Park – A varied discussion was held with the main points being as follows:
· Only one caravan left on site and legal services have prepared documents ready for the next stage should the caravan still be on site;
· Barrier has been lowered and pedestrian entrance repaired;

· Victoria Park Action Group will use the time between the travellers leaving and end of season to liaise with other caravan and camping groups, and discuss repairs and renovations necessary before site reopens next year. IK noted that the standards imposed by caravan clubs are very high and it is unlikely Victoria Park would ever meet them;

· Repairing the site will likely take a year, if not more;

· Need a strategy for encouraging tourists to venture into town rather than just staying on site;

· Assurances needed that this situation won’t happen again, and that SBC will remain involved with discussions and plans going forward.
8.
Planning Matters – 22/00687/FUL agreed
22/00991/FUL – IK declared a note of interest. It was agreed that a sloping roof would be more suitable than a flat roof.

9.
Open Forum – 
· Various reports of overhanging branches encroaching on footpaths. ETN will report to the Roads Department. Roads will then contact the households responsible. If no action is taken by the homeowners, SBC will carry out the work and homeowners will be billed;

· Other areas of concern are the footpath at Bannerfield (fallen branches), cycle path from Selkirk to Lindean, the Loan, and Scott Crescent. It was also noted that passing places on Yarrow Terrace are still to be cross-hatched;

· MoP raised the ongoing issue of parking on the High Street. A fire engine was unable to pass last Thursday due to parking on both sides of the road. GEd advised that a one-way system was not possible due to the types of vehicles needing access. ETN will report back to the Community Action Team;

· GEd noted that, in the time since new Councillors were elected, SBC have sold two white line marking vehicles which leaves one for the whole of the Borders. ETN to take forward;
· Congratulations offered to all involved in the Jubilee celebrations.

10.       
SBC Councillor’s Reports
LD advised that the joint surgery held at the last Farmers Market was a great success and they had been approached by 52 MoP’s. The surgery will now be held every month.

Similarly, the Community Conversations held last Thursday was also a success with a good variety of discussions and issues raised. 

Finally, LD acknowledged that lessons have been learned re communication from SBC to the wider public and the need for it to be much clearer.

ETN proposed that, in place of the SBCCN, the five CC’s within Selkirkshire form their own network. This could be used as a pilot before being rolled out across the whole of the Borders. Both IK and AL in agreement. AP to contact other CC’s in our area for copies of their minutes.

IK asked if there was any report from the Common Good Fund meeting which was held recently. ETN advised that, as yet, there are no minutes but plans are underway for people to visit the assets. AL suggested that Dr Neil be brought in to carry out an up-to-date audit and evaluation.

11.
Treasurer’s Report – 
£2,557.95 in Community Council account 

SB’s reception £467.50 (£100 contributed by CCs)

SB’s gift £60 

£1,246.91 - general funds

£327.59 - ring-fenced for Response Team 

£983.45 – ring-fenced for fountain restoration (Localities Bids grant) 

£4,512.95 – Blooming Selkirk account

Income:

£120 sponsorships

£235 Rotary donation

£30 donation from mop

£2,500 from Oregon

Expenditure:

£75 to Hendersons – battery etc.

£95 Jubilee garden

£2,000 baskets 

£500 BBBB planting

12.      Brighter Selkirk –

Jubilee Garden – spending complete and evaluation ready for submission. AP & Mike Dooner continue maintenance.

BBBB – birdbath bed planted – more to go in at end of season and/or other locations.

Brilliant effort from volunteers to hang baskets and plant boxes. Most casting associations and trust have donated. Hanging basket appeal letter written ready to be circulated to businesses. AP is managing (just about) to keep a rota of skooshers going.

Special thanks to Morris Manson for looking after VH boxes.
Toll planters – donation from Oregon – in touch to arrange photo-opportunity at the handover.

Further action requires more involvement.
Brighter Selkirk meeting still to be held – lots of possibilities but need more people.
SHMG – no meeting held as yet but LD and IK meet up. The well has been tidied up and looks much better. 

Concerns had been raised on the CC website with regards to the removal of vegetation on the Hill at Buxton. IK assured everyone that the vegetation was an invasive species which had to be removed.

Farmers Market – Galashiels may move the date of their market to the second Saturday of each month.

AL asked if the proposed Heritage Centre could be added to the list of sub-groups.

13.
BIDS – no report. New action plan needed as current BIDS due to expire.
14.
SBCCN – already discussed.

Memorial Garden – screenings have gone to the Haining and the bench will remain in place.  People should contact DD if they would like anything from the site before it is removed. DD suggested the notice board could be placed at Victoria Halls but AF suggested the old Cross Keys as a better option.      
 
15.
AOCB –


IK raised concerns that there has been very little activity re the A7 Action Group and no meetings have been held recently. ETN to email Claire Ramage.


DD – reception for the Standard Bearer was great and well done to all involved with the Common Riding.


AF – monthly clean-up will next be held on Sunday 31st July from 10 -12. It was suggested that from Toll into the town centre should be concentrated on. All volunteers to meet at the old Carr’s Billington. AF also congratulated all involved with the Common Riding.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:20pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 12th September 2022 in the Cruickshank Room, Victoria Hall (time TBC).
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