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      The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council
	Chairman
	
	
	

	Vice-chairman
	Graham Easton
	31 High Street, Selkirk, TD7 4BZ
	01750 722744

	Hon. Secretary
	Alistair Pattullo
	12 Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697

	Hon. Treasurer
	Tom Combe
	68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
	01750 720921


Minute of Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk

On Monday 10th March 2014

1)  Present: Community Councillors: Kathleen Beaton, Caroline Cruickshank, Graham Easton, Ian King, Alisdaire Lockhart, Alistair Pattullo 

SBC Councillors: Gordon Edgar, Vicky Davidson

Also in attendance: 2 members of the Press and 2 Members Of The Public (MOTP).
The meeting opened at 7.00pm.  G Easton (VC) took the Chair in the current absence of a permanent Chairman.

G Easton reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, and that all mobile phones and recording devices should be switched off.  He also pointed out that Data Protection law requires members of the public (MOTP) to be referred to anonymously in the Minute unless they indicate otherwise.

2) Apologies: Community Councillor T Combe

3) The minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2014 were approved Proposed I King, Seconded A Pattullo
4) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda: G Easton followed up on the matter of the proposed asymmetrical school week quoting the response from Knowepark School which indicates a strong opposition to the introduction of this system for a number of reasons.

G Edgar reported that the water ingress to the Town Hall clock has now been remedied and the clock is working again.

Member of the Public D Purves wanted to amend Open Forum Item G to read “from the Skerrs to the Stone Bridge”.

K Beaton commented on the sandbag store at Philiphaugh, there seems to be no-one in overall charge there and this situation needs to be clarified.

5) Declarations of interest:  None 

6)    Report from Police Scotland: 
Community Police Officer PC Roy Brown presented his report (appendix 1).  I King asked where road checks were being carried out PC Brown replied that Roads Policing decide where checks will take place but will be guided by requests to certain areas if there seem to be any concerns regarding road safety.

7).Planning – The following matters were considered by the meeting:
a) Application: 14/00156/FUL: Land north east of Garden House, Whitmuir,  Erection of dwellinghouse and attached garage:  Members discussed this application at length and expressed considerable concern about the proposals – especially regarding location, nature of the access and compliance with planning policy.  It was agreed to hold a further site visit prior to submitting the Council’s comments.

b) The Local Development Plan consultation period has now expired. I King has submitted comment which he outlined to the meeting. G Easton thanked him for all of his work on this matter.

SBC Councillor Ballantyne arrived at this point

8)




OPEN FORUM

a) D Purves asked about the speed limit of 40 mph on the Linglie Road when the limit is 30 mph on the A7. V Davidson confirmed this has been previously discussed with the Police who are opposed to the introduction of a 30 mph limit

b) D Purves raised the issue of elderly people being at risk of falling because of uneven paving surfaces in the town, he also noted that contractors have started work on the Bannerfield foot bridge. M Ballantyne has walked round the town inspecting trip hazards but none exceed the tolerance level which triggers the need for repair.

c) D Purves asked if drop kerbs could perhaps be highlighted by painting. G Edgar explained that they are already marked by a different texture – as a more practical solution, especially for those who are visually impaired.

d) MOTP 2 Noted that people have already been playing on the new play park equipment in Pringle Park. Discussion followed on the need to raise funds to build a fence for the play area which had not been included in the original design. I King reminded the meeting that he has repeatedly pointed out that this area should be fenced off, animal tracks are clearly visible in the soft surface areas and even if a dog walker picks up after their dog, the area of fouling will still be present.

e) MOTP 2 was also concerned that people are exercising dogs on the SHS playing fields. G Edgar replied that this is illegal and if owners can be identified action would be taken.

f) D Purves asked about water provision in the cemetery. G Edgar replied that investigations have been carried out and a water supply would be provided before summer.

f) K Beaton asked about drainage on the pavement next to the Philiphaugh Schoolhouse. Residents have complained but no action has been taken. SBC Councillors to follow up.

g) D Purves once again raised the issue of road flooding at Linglie Road and Bridge Street and asked why proper drainage hadn’t been installed when Riverside Home was built.

9)  SBC Councillor Reports:

V Davidson reported on the following:

a) Resilient Communities (A Pattullo & G Easton were at a presentation on this subject and agree it would be beneficial for the town, a meeting will be arranged to bring this forward).

b) SBC is still awaiting notice regarding the grant funding for flood protection and the Bannerfield Play Area.

c) The CoT is keen to build on the cycling event held in the town last year and would like some financial assistance from the CC towards this. The CC is willing to support this event, recognising its value to the town. Subject to there being sufficient funds the Treasurer will be asked to provide the donation.

d) A discussion took place about the Pop-Up Shops.  The CC supports this initiative and expressed disappointment that other shops in the town are still closing from lunch-time on Saturdays.

G Edgar reported on the following:

a) Encouraged attendance at the next EAF meeting.

b) The SBC financial plans for 2014/15 and beyond have now been published.

M Ballantyne reported on the following:

a) £6,600 has now been allocated for Quality of Life projects and nominations for worthy projects are now sought. It was suggested that electrical hook-ups for Christmas lights might be included in that.

b) Small scheme Funding – ideas needed for spending this funding on local needs. I King commented that in view of wider SBC budget cuts the money offered was a mere sop and would like to see much more spending on town centre improvements especially at the Fleshmarket Steps. Discussion followed about allocation of resources and public participation. CC should meet to discuss options.

I King asked about potential encroachment into Common Good land (at Pringle Park) in order to provide a service access for the SHS 2G sports pitch project. As presently proposed, this might be intrusive and could result in the loss of at least one mature tree. V Davidson replied that the application will come before the CC for comment, Planning has been alerted to concerns re trees and those concerns will be addressed in the formal application, a number of options have been looked at but ambulance/disabled/service access has to be provided. 

10) SCGF Maintenance work will be carried out on farms. 5 Year review due to take place. No decision has yet been reached regarding the proposed water storage tank on the South Common.

11) Correspondence (including that already circulated) 

a) Invitation for individuals to join the Local Licensing Forum

b) Invitation to take part in Floral Gateways competition

12) Treasurers Report T Combe being absent there was no report.

13) Reports from Sub Committees:

      SHMG: Path maintenance under way. As previously noted, Selkirk Hill is not listed as a significant green area in Draft Local Plan, and it was again stressed that it is important to the town that it is designated as such.  

14) Reports from other community organisations and outside bodies:

a) Chamber of Trade: A Lockhart reported The Chamber of Trade would like to address the CC to discuss proposed events in the town. A request has been made for funding assistance from the CC to COT to help promote such activities. A COT representative will be invited to attend the next meeting of CC.

15) AOCB not otherwise included on the agenda: 
     a) G Easton reported that the Community Payback Order Organisation is available for small repairs and works in the town.

     b) V Davidson queried the ongoing situation at the Glen Hotel and asked if a public meeting should held. G Edgar replied a report is being prepared with all the options. Meanwhile a new traffic order in respect of the temporary one way system is in place until the end of August.

    c) A Lockhart reported on the SCOT progress, a business plan is being prepared and a progress report has been circulated and met with positive reaction.   
Meeting closed at 8.57pm.
Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council will be held in the Victoria Halls, Selkirk on Monday 14th April 2014 at 7.00pm
Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………….
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Making Our Roads Safer

Specific road checks have been carried out in the Selkirk area on 15 occasions in the past month

There was 1 fixed penalty tickets issued for a seat belt offence. 

Tackling Substance Misuse

Consultation is still ongoing in relation to the possibility of the introduction of a street drinking byelaw in the Borders.  An update will be provided once the outcome of this is known.  

Reducing Antisocial Behaviour


We continue to work with our partners in the ASB Unit, Housing and Elected Members in carrying out walk-abouts and surgeries in relation to specific calls and/or identified issues.  

There has been 96 calls attended to by Police in the past month, the main issue over the past month in the Selkirk area has been shop liftings which have all been of alcohol and a known individual from the area has been caution and charged with these offences.  There has also been two thefts from the buccleuch road area and 2 broken windows, 1 in the back row area and 1 in the High street.

There has been 4 youth calls in the past month 2 in the town centre area and 2 in the Bannerfield area for which a number of youths are being monitored for their Anti social behaviour, There was also two youths charged for a Breach of the Peace in the High street area who will be reported to the childrens reporter.  
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All communications should be addressed to the secretary at the above address 

