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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 14th March 2022.
1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Al Pattullo (Chair), Ieuan Chamberlain, Graham Easton, Kirsty Lovatt, Judith Thompson, George Irvine, David Deacon, and Sue Bremner.

Also present – SBC Councillors Caroline Cochrane, Elaine Thornton-Nicol, and Gordon Edgar; 21 members of the public.
2.       
Apologies – Tom Combe, Aileen Firth, Jim Stillie, and Alisdaire Lockhart.

3.       
Declarations of Interest – none. 

4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by DD and seconded by JT. 
5.       
Matters Arising – CC advised that the low wall at Thornield has been reported, Alan Beattie has been asked to tidy the land, the steps at Kingsland Avenue are to be fixed.

GEd – new rugby posts are in place, there are no plans to restore the Craig Brown memorial, Craig Blackie is looking into the path at Victoria Park, Hundred Steps still to be checked, Selkirk Vision document was prepared by the Regeneration Group.
6.       
Community Police Report – circulated electronically. John Murray is the new CPO and hopes to attend one of the CC meetings. DD will introduce him on walkabouts. Reminder to report any issues.
7.       
Open Forum – Situation with the travellers and Victoria Park was discussed at length:

CC read a statement from SBC.


Travellers to be moved from Victoria Park to Ettrick Mill – members of the public have received information conflicting with the statement and are concerned that the stay at Ettrick Mill will be longer than 3 months.

Concerns raised re thefts at workshops and that travellers won’t follow rules and regulations.


DD asked if the Scottish Government would compensate for damage to the site.


General consensus was that it made more sense to leave the travellers at Victoria Park until the end of June.


AP to write a letter to Netta Meadows detailing concerns and to ask for a meeting.


Other public concerns raised:


MoP1 feels that SBC discriminate against children with autism – was advised that her son will no longer have access to a home tutor when he turns 16. CC to follow up.


DD asked whether or not parking charges were going to be introduced in Selkirk. ETN clarified that standardisation of charges will be brought in across the Borders in areas where charges already exist.


DD advised that there have been bins left outside by Doctors Close for a considerable time.

Ashfield Stud – awaiting planning application for a house.


Bridgelands – need extra bins for dog waste.

8.
Local Improvements – no report.
9.
Common Good Fund – no report.
10.       
Planning Matters – no report.
11.
SBC Councillor’s Reports –

ETN – thanks given for everyone’s support for the Zumba classes, especially JT.

GEd – all residents of Yarrow Terrace have now been notified of consultation.


White lines at car park, Kirk Wynd, and Back Row will be repainted after 1st April 2022.


CC – community clean up will take place 27th March at 10am. Volunteers to meet at the Market Square. DD suggested that businesses and homeowners tidy their own areas if unable to take part.


Meeting to discuss Queen’s Jubilee will be held Wednesday 16th March. Possibility that the Duke of Buccleuch will open the Jubilee Garden.


SBC to decommission smaller play parks throughout the Borders.

12.     
Treasurer’s Report – 

£3,036.59 in Community Council account

£1,668.30 - general funds

Expenditure
£350 to MyName’5 Doddie




£257.60 to SBC insurance




£225 to Selkirk RFC 

Plus secretarial and zoom expenses

£384.84 - ring-fenced for Response Team

£983.45 – ring-fenced fountain restoration (Localities Bids grant).

£3,611.68 – Blooming Selkirk account

Income:

£1450 grant from QPJF 

£200 donation from scouts

£150 sponsorship for railing boxes

Expenditure

£738.26 Jubilee garden

Preparing accounts for audit – any expenses claims please

13.
SHMG – no report.
Brighter Selkirk - Jubilee Garden – grant awarded so work able to continue – and completed. Thanks to all the labourers who shifted tons of top soil in record time and especial thanks to Mike Dooner and Al Pattullo for their amazing work preparing the ground, collecting the plants and planting the site.  Only turf remaining to be laid – this week possibly.

Build Back a Better Borders Recovery – SBC policy on sustainable planting required us to adapt our ideas for this project. After meeting with Greenspace Programme Officer, a revised application was submitted and accepted - £1,000

Meeting was held with Reece at Philiphaugh to discuss which plants they can supply.

Casting Associations have been contacted for donations – one response so far from CR Trust

Have asked for appeal to be made at next BIDS meeting for support for hanging baskets

Sponsorship received for 3 of baskets on Vic Hall – JT to put something on social media.

Boxes at the Toll – possibility of involving Oregon Timber (and possibly other businesses at that end of town) in a project to restore these.  Will need to be done in conjunction with SBC.  AP and JT to investigate further.

Farmers Market – Thanks given to Hammermen for assisting with the stalls at last Market. Next Market will be held Saturday 2nd April and the kids’ Common Riding picnic group will assist with the stalls.
A7 Action Group – not met for some time and the group is currently undergoing a reconstitution. Next meeting will be 22nd April. GEd noted that the group requires a minutes secretary. KL to consider and get back to GEd.

SCHS – no report.
14.
Selkirk Means Business/BIDS – meetings will now be held 4th Tuesday of every month.
15.      
SBCCN – next meeting will be held Friday 22nd April.
16.
AOCB -  Presentation Night will be Thursday 12th May. All members of the CC asked to bring £10 to the next CC meeting (contribution to gift).

CCTV is now in final stages of planning.


No time frame yet for when parts of the town will revert back to 30mph.


Argus Centre – no indication as to when this will reopen. LiveBorders can be contacted for more information.


Demolition works at the Cross Keys have gone well and the space allows the Courthouse to stand out and be more of a feature.


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 11th April 2022 (time and venue TBC).
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