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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 9th November 2020 via Zoom
1.       
Present – Community Councillors : Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Kirsty Lovatt, Judith Thompson, Graham Easton, Sue Bremner, Alisdaire Lockhart, George Irvine, Aileen Firth, and David Deacon.

Also present – SBC Councillor Caroline Cochrane, Gordon Edgar, and Elaine Thornton-Nicol; Jim McPherson, Chloe Dobson, 5 members of the public, and 1 member of the press.
2.       
Apologies – Jim Stillie, Tom Combe, and Ian King
3.       
Declarations of Interest – None. 
4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by DD and seconded by GEas.
5.       
Matters Arising – None.
6.       
Community Police Report – Circulated electronically. DD reminded members and the public that they must report any concerns they have.
7.       
Motion to co-opt Ieuan Chamberlain as Young Person Representative to CC – proposed by AF and seconded by JT.

AF had spoken with other High School pupils but Ieuan was the only one to show a real interest.  AF feels that he will be active and keen to feedback to his peers. GEas noted that at the start of lockdown, Ieuan was a proactive member of the community and offered his assistance.


AL asked if it would be better to have two pupils in case duties are too much for one person.

AP to make contact with Ieuan.

   
 
8.       
Presentation by Chloe Dobson, Living Streets, Out and About Project Coordinator for Scottish Borders – Living Street is an organisation which encourages people to get out and walk. This is especially important for older people to enable them to stay active and connected with their communities.

The four key components are to establish local groups, identify barriers to walking safely, support groups to ‘make the case’, and coordinate action.


Chloe used Hawick as an example of how groups can successfully increase accessibility for walkers and implement ideas such as strategically placed benches.


There is a leaflet called ‘Guide to Better Streets and Pavements’ which offers advice on who to contact to raise issues and faults.

9.       
Local Improvements – Concerns raised re wall at Sherriff Court. Advised that owners behind are responsible e.g. Victoria Crescent.
10.
Planning Matters – The Proposed Local Development Plan has now been put out to consultation and IK encourages members of the CC to review online and bring forward any matters for discussion.
11.     
Open Forum – Consisted of a lengthy debate regarding the travellers at Victoria Park.

Colin Anderson suggested that SBC use the winter to encourage more caravanners and to consider upgrading the site to make it more attractive for tourists. CA felt that SBC need to take back ownership of the site. AP agreed that it does need upgraded

AP asked if any other sites had been considered for the travellers. GEd confirmed that all sites were considered but Innerleithen was not available and the only other licensed park was Selkirk as it was closed. SBC decided to use Victoria Park as it had all the necessary facilities which would enable the travellers to have a safe place to stay. 


There are currently only three families left at the park, and two families have been placed on the homeless list.


DD noted that the questions raised at the previous meeting had still not been answered. CC to follow up with Rob Dickson.


DD also enquired about an abandoned caravan. GEd advised that the caravan was not abandoned. DD asked if the caravan could be moved off the grassed area and onto the hard standing.

KL asked why people were constantly asking the same questions every month when we had already been advised on numerous occasions that Victoria Park was the only available site. KL also warned that many of the views raised by the CC regarding the travellers could be construed as discrimination.


On behalf of Alan Wheelans, AP stated that the rugby club have been using the ground at Philliphaugh. The rugby club have been given permission to use the 2G pitch at the High School but would have to pay fees. Could those fees be covered by monies given by the Scottish Government for the shelter of the travellers. GEd advised that this would need to be taken up with SBC. ETN will follow up as funds are available.


ETN also noted that the Chief Social Worker has been spoken to with regards to statutory obligations and the travelling community. A meeting will be held week beginning 23rd November 2020, and ETN will report back.

12.    
SBC Councillor Reports –

CC noted that four new businesses are opening in the town. CC also asked that members of the community report any issues to the police. Anything relating to drugs should be reported to Crimestoppers.

ETN has been dealing with constituent issues.


GEd advised that the A7 between the Toll Brig and Oregon will be closed for 2 or 3 nights. The High Street will also be closed for resurfacing work.

Discussions are ongoing with Transport Scotland re trunk roads being 20mph. Once full approval has been given, a start date for 20’s Plenty in Selkirk will be issued; the 20mph speed limit will apply to all residential streets.


GEd is still trying to establish ownership of the wall along Dunsdale Road. There is a collapsed drain and work is scheduled to repair it this week.


GEas asked if SBC has changed the gritting hours. GEd confirmed that the hours have changed, and the new regime is based on recommendation. GEas also asked if a grit bin has been put in place down South Port. GEd responded that he had not received a request for a grit bin in that area, but all other bins are in place. 
13.
Treasurer’s Report - 

CC account
£4624.22 in account of which:

Ring-fenced for SRT £1083.39

Ring-fenced for fountain restoration £1585.45

Ring-fenced for Trishaws £29

£1926.38 in general funds

BS account
£1466.13 in account

14.     
Selkirk Response Team - 
15.      SHMG –
Blooming Selkirk – JT is discussing with Philiphaugh Estate plans and costs for bedding and hanging baskets for next year. JT hasn’t heard back officially from CR Trust but is confident of financial support from that quarter.

Birdbath bed at Vic Hall will be cleared out this month and bulbs planted for spring.

16.     Chamber of Trade – 
17.
Cycling Without Age – Jim McPherson confirmed that so far CWOA has received positive reactions.


All trishaw pilots must be fully licenced and subject to a recruitment process and training.


Looking at late Spring/early Summer 2021 for an official start to the programme.


Green shed is currently being used as a storage facility.


JMcP noted that CWOA require the backing of the CC for the SBC Community Fund.


Next meeting to be held Tuesday 17th November 2020.


KL asked if the pilots and other staff would be aware of how to correctly transfer a wheelchair user (e.g. someone who is paraplegic) to minimise any injuries. JMcP confirmed that they are looking at hoists but further training for usage would be required.

18.       AOCB – GEd noted that due to Covid, elections have now been extended to August 2021.

DD thanked all at SBC who helped with the Remembrance Sunday event, and those who attended. Another wreath will be lain on Armistice Day.

Poppy Appeal will continue until Wednesday and there is a JustGiving page for donations.

Next year will commemorate 100 years of the Poppy Appeal and Legion Scotland. DD will be asking for volunteers and fundraising ideas.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:45pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 14th December 2020 (time and venue TBC).
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