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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 8th October 2018 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk
1.       
Present – Community Councillors : Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Alisdaire Lockhart, Tom Combe, Judith Thomson, Adrian Kentleton, Jim Stillie, George Irvine and Kirsty Lovatt.

Also present – SBC Councillors Caroline Penman and Gordon Edgar. 6 members of the public, and 1 representative from the local press. 
2.       
Apologies – Graham Easton, Elaine Thornton-Nicol, PC McEwan, and Ian King.
3.       
Declarations of Interest – None. 
4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by GI and seconded by JT.
5.       
Matters Arising – AK asked for feedback re meeting with Community Action Team but as PC McEwan on holiday, this will have to wait until next meeting.

Casual Vacancies – David Deacon to be co-opted onto CC. Approved by AP and seconded by TC.
6.       
Community Police Report – Circulated electronically. 

Letter received from Royal Mail advising all residents to look out for scam mail. Report it or bin it.

7.       
Selkirk Flood Protection Scheme – Conor Price not present.
   
 
8.       
Local Improvements – IK not present so no report.
9.       
Planning Matters – IK not present but had advised that there were no outstanding planning matters.
10.     
Open Forum – MOP1 – Triangle field is choked with weeds. Who is responsible for it? GEd advised that he will have a look but noted that it is not active as yet with water from Corbie Lyn. JS also commented that the grass needs cut. This should be raised with Conor Price.

DP congratulated all who were involved and turned up for the Black Bob Heritage Trail opening but asked if there was any information about the final project.


GEd advised that this was on hold at the moment as the current cost is greater than that initially discussed and accepted. If DP wants to know the exact cost, he will have to contact SBC.


David Deacon gave an update re poppies for Remembrance Sunday. Poppies to be attached on net for cascade Friday 12th October. Installation will be Sat 20th – Sun 21st October. The war memorial has been cleaned and lights straightened. Thanks to all who have helped out so far.


Thanks also given to members of ex-servicemen who helped with the setting up and taking down during Scott’s Selkirk.

CP to liaise with DD re red lighting for Remembrance weekend.
11.     
SBC Councillor Reports – GEd commented that the Council is currently working on the budget for next year and is hoping for a united budget. At the last Executive meeting a dyslexia programme for schools was agreed and is going to Council for full approval. CAT meeting to be held tomorrow – parking is already on the agenda.


CP noted that the Farmer’s market had been a great success again. Money from the Common Good fund was used to buy new stalls etc. 17 stalls have already been booked for the next market and there has been a lot of positive feedback from local businesses. AK commented that the stallholders do not identify themselves and there is no plan available.

There will be a pop-up held at the Lindean Community Hub on 17th October from 10:30 – 12:30. Coffee morning is held every Wednesday in the Lindean Village Hall.


BIDS – the winning design has been picked and mock-ups of the logo are on display in the Post Office. Website going out to tender before the end of this month.

12.    
Selkirk Response Team – work in progress. Facebook page up and running. Training events to be organised.
13.     
Borders Walking Festival – next meeting to be held in Victoria Halls on 15th October. Looking to exchange ideas and nominate walk leaders. Festival will run 7th – 14th September 2019.

AL asked how the festival is funded. AP replied that the festival should be self-funding but there is a ‘kitty’ which goes to each town. AL suggested that it might be worth contacting Events Scotland for a grant. AP also noted that the main issue in Selkirk is accommodation. JS suggested Heriot Watt as they offer B&B.

14.      Treasurer’s Report – nothing further to report since last meeting. GEd noted that the SHMG bank account has ‘disappeared’ but the bank is looking into it.
15.     
Reports from Sub-Committees – Common Good Fund provided grant for new gazebos for Farmers’ Market.

Everything fine with Estates and Farms. Property manager has been asked to carry out an audit of all relevant properties/buildings.

16.     
SHMG – Survey of all equipment has now been carried out. One machine needs repaired and the Limpet will get a full service over winter. Lots of branches down which Campbell is working on and structures such as gates are being looked at for next year. The Knowe is being refurbished and a new map may be designed.
17.     
CoT – Fundraising ongoing for the Rowland’s fireworks display. Selkirk Illuminations have donated £500. 

There will be a Xmas Coffee Morning to be held in the Parish Church on Sat 20th October from 10 – 12. Xmas lights will be installed on Sunday 18th November and switch on will be 1st December.

18.
Other Community Organisations – Plattling trip is this Wednesday (10th October).

Blooming Selkirk – all baskets have been taken down and artificial flowers will be put up soon.


AL suggested that it might be useful for the Selkirk Tennis Club to talk with CC re their planning application and subsequent fundraising. AP to look into.

19.
AOCB – JS feels strongly that as William Wallace was made Guardian of Scotland in Selkirk, there ought to be a statue of him.  He asked if it was possible to look into costs etc. AP agreed that it may be worth looking into.

Conor Price to be invited to next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:55pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 12th November 2018 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7pm.
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