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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 11th September 2017 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk
Present – Community Councillors : Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Ian King, Kirsty Lovatt, Tom Combe, Alisdaire Lockhart, Jim Stillie, George Irvine, John Hawkins, Adrian Kentleton, Kevin Crawford, and Judith Thompson.

Also present – SBC Councillors Elaine Thornton-Nicol, and Gordon Edgar. PC Conal McEwan, 5 members of the public and 2 representatives from the local press.
In his introduction and welcome, AP thanked the Yarn Stormers for all their hard work and excellent designs.

2.       
Apologies – Graham Easton, and Susan Law (Rowlands).
3.       
Declarations of Interest –IK noted a declaration of interest for a planning item to be discussed later. 
4.       
Minutes of the meeting of the Selkirk and District Community Council held on 14th August 2017 were approved by Alisdaire Lockhart, and seconded by Jim Stillie. 
5.       
Matters Arising – It was noted that IK had been asking on behalf of a MoP re accumulation of grit and who was responsible for clearing it. Cllr Edgar reiterated that SBC has responsibility for clearing detritus along the kerbed area of the A7. Amey has responsibility for clearing a blocked gulley.

TC asked if the white lines will be repainted. Cllr Edgar advised that it is on a programme of works but that the white lines on the A7 are again Amey’s responsibility. Cllr Edgar also advised that Forest Road is to be looked at re extending the white lines.

AK asked if the treasurer’s report and the minor works list were confidential. They are not confidential and so could be included in our website. AK also suggested that a list form of the sub committees be added to the website.

6.       
Report from Community Police Officer. Report available electronically.


AK asked if the police report could be added to the website.


Cllr Edgar and JH raised the issue of people parking in the lay-by at the RBS which is now a temporary bus stop. PC McEwan will look into this and JT asked if the press could also mention it.


JH also raised a concern that the works traffic appeared to be going against the flow of traffic at Kirk Wynd.


KL asked if there was anything that could be done to remind drivers that Knowepark Primary School has an unofficial one way system when dropping off and collecting pupils. Cllr Edgar will contact the head teacher and ask for some form of communication to be sent out to parents advising of this. There could also the possibility of involving the pupils and making info posters for the railings. Cllr Edgar informed the CC that there had been a public consultation with regards to making the route around the school a permanent one way system but the residents were against this idea.


TC pointed out a similar situation at Yarrow Terrace. PC McEwan agreed that, from a policing point of view, it was much easier when the one way system was in place. Cllr Edgar advised that, as with Knowepark primary, a consultation had been held but the residents wanted the one way system to be removed.

7.       
Presentation by Susan Law (Rowland’s) – Postponed.
   
 
8.       
Collation of Minor Works – The list has been simplified and the list of completed works is steadily growing.  With regard to the former Bordersprint site, a planning application has been received.

AK offered to compile a simplified version of the list which would be suitable for the CC website.

9.       
Planning – See attached. Ian, can you append planning please?
As the planning application for the Bordersprint site had only just become available, Cllr Edgar asked IK to request a continuation in order for all members to have time to look at the planning and make comments at the next CC meeting.

IK noted a declaration of interest re the planning application for Tower Street. After discussion, the planning was approved by Cllr Edgar and seconded by AL.
10.     
Open Forum – MoP1 suggested that Selkirk would benefit from larger shops. AP noted that that would be a commercial decision, not SBC’s. It was also questioned why Mill Street had reverted back to a two way system. Cllr Edgar advised that the one way system was an emergency measure and was only ever going to be temporary.

DP once again raised the issue of people parking inconsiderately at Philiphaugh School. Cllr Edgar pointed out that they had already put zig zags at the bus stop, and that there were signs on the grass.


MoP2 asked when the CC website would be updated. AP responded that he is working on this and that members’ names etc. will be added in due course.


DP indicated that the closure of Halliwell’s may have been due to the works being carried out in the Market Square and asked if any other businesses were expected to close down. DP was advised that the closure was not entirely due to the works and that it is hoped that disruption to businesses will be minimal.


JH enquired as to whether or not there will be some form of shelter at the new bus stops. IK advised that there were no plans for shelter at the moment.

11.     
Reports from SBC Councillors – Cllr Thornton-Nicol wanted to make people aware that Police Scotland are delivering a course called Drivewise for Older People (specifically aimed at drivers aged 65+). The course will be held on Wednesday 13th September 2017 at the Melrose Corn Exchange between 13:30 and 15:30, and Wednesday 11th October 2017 at Tweedbank Eildon Mill between 9:30 and 11:30. Cllr Thornton-Nicol also advised that Health and Social Care Plan for Eildon is now available and comments should be submitted by 16th September 2017.

Cllr Edgar amended a statement he had made at the previous meeting re no planning applications at the triangle. Since the last meeting, the triangle has been allocated for housing but there are no applications. Cllr Edgar also advised that the road from Tower Street to the Toll will be resurfaced at the end of this month. The works should last 2 – 3 weeks.


AP asked if there was any further information regarding the hole in the wall down from the High School. After lengthy discussion KC indicated that he, as a private individual, would be prepared to take action to mend the wall.

Cllr Edgar was also asked if there were any plans to resurface the Loan. Work may be carried out next year.


JS raised concerns that there is a need for a bus stop on both sides of the road at the petrol station.


DP raised concerns about the lack of signage indicating where the charging points are for electric cars. Cllr Edgar said that such information is flagged up in electric cars so signage not needed. JH confirmed that the charging does get used regularly.

12.    
Treasurer’s Report – TC had a meeting with Claire Baxter and the CC are entitled to the 2016/17 annual grant. The Blooming Selkirk account has had some payments from shops which have hanging baskets and payment will be made to Philiphaugh for supplying the baskets.  


AP proposed that a financial meeting was needed to enable members to look at the financial situation of the CC and discuss a budget for the forthcoming year. It was agreed to hold a meeting for this purpose on Monday 18th September. 
13.     
SHMG – Hill in good condition and sheep back grazing.

C. of T. – No report. IK to be informed of next meeting.

14.     
Other organisations – Hanging baskets to be taken down after YES Festival.
15.     Commissioning of Commemorative Statue – postponed until next meeting. 
16.     
AOCB - None
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:05pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 13th November 2017 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7pm.
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