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The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and             District Community Council
	Chairman
	
	
	

	Vice-chairman
	Graham Easton
	31 High Street, Selkirk, TD7 4BZ
	01750 722744

	Hon. Secretary
	Alistair Pattullo
	12 Victoria Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 5DE
	01750 721697

	Hon. Treasurer
	Tom Combe
	68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
	01750 720921


Minute of Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Hall, Selkirk
On Monday 8th September 2014, at 7.00pm 

1)    Present: Community Councillors Kath Beaton, Tom Combe, Caroline Cruickshank, Alisdaire Lockhart, 
Alistair Pattullo. 
SBC Councillors: Vicky Davidson, Gordon Edgar
[Also in attendance: 7 members of the public, 1 member of the press]

       In the absence of the Vice Chair and with the agreement of those present Secretary A Pattullo took the chair pointing out that as he was also taking the minutes of the meeting some leeway should be allowed with regard to the comprehensiveness of the minutes.  The meeting opened at 7.00pm. and he reminded those present that 

· all comments should be addressed through the Chair 

· all recording devices should be switched off and that

· Data Protection law requires members of the public (MOTP) to be referred to anonymously in the Minute unless they indicate otherwise.
2) Apologies: N Wirsten, PC Roy Brown, Graham Easton, Ian King, Michelle Ballantyne
3) The minutes of the meeting held on 11th August 2014 were approved 
4) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda:

Ref. Item A Lockhart  commented that issues regarding the Pant Well were not being included in the minutes 

Ref. Item 15: A Lockhart had enquired about the old fish shop being used for political purposes, the windows being full of YES posters. The shop is private property. 
5)     Declarations of interest; None
6)    Report from Community Police Officer: Appendix 1
7)    The Glen Hotel & temporary one way system: G Edgar announced that a proposal will be coming forward in 2 weeks’ time regarding the situation at the Glen Hotel. 

V Davidson has proposed changes to the operation of the temporary one way system at Glebe Terrace and the roads department has indicated that these are possible.

G Edgar said there will be a 12 week public consultation on the one way system. A Pattullo commented that it is important that this is as wide ranging and includes as many road users as possible, especially in the Bannerfield area; as it stands at the moment the one way system must considerably increase the miles travelled by regular users.

8) Planning: In his absence I  King’s comments regarding the development at Whitmuir Hall were read to the meeting. 2 Whitmuir residents were in attendance to voice objections to the proposed development and forward a breakdown of these objections to the secretary. MOTP 1 asked about the claimed tourism benefits of the development and wondered whether Visit Scotland should be approached for their view on the plans.
9) Report by Lawrence Robertson: L Robertson reported on 

a) the Community Action Plan Business Improvement Scheme, a business manager will be appointed soon and will be invited to make a presentation to the CC at a future meeting.

b) Pop Up Shops; this successful project will continue in the short term and will concentrate on future events.

c) CARS Project; there have been 40 enquiries for property improvement grants, so far 7 have been approved. The project has organised training and technical seminars and has identified a number of priority buildings in the town centre including the Courthouse, the corner of Tower Street, The Fleece Hotel, Thomson’s Printing Works in Scott’s Close. Work on the Co-op corner is in an early stage of negotiation and a potential project at the Auld Kirk is being investigated. 

d) Selkirk Regeneration Company is involved with the recent Cross Keys acquisition and will have some use of the building. Planning approval for change of use has been granted. The building will be used, among other things, to showcase the improvements in the town.

e) Work is ongoing to develop gap sites in the town.

f) The next Yarrow, Ettrick & Selkirk (YES) Festival will take place in autumn 2015 and ideas are invited for this project.

g) The Haining has received funding from Historic Scotland for fabric repairs of £400,000 but a further £600,000 is still required before work can start. A programme of Arts and Cultural events is being planned for next year.

h) The SRC community wind turbine proposals have been written off and no further work will be carried out on this project.   

An interesting Q&A session and discussion followed. A Pattullo thanked Lawrence for his comprehensive and interesting report and congratulated him and the groups he works with for their hard work in improving the town.

10) Open Forum

a) MOTP2 asked about item 8 of the August minutes (Sir Walter Scott’s head). V Davidson has enquired about this; the head was not insured so they are using a spare head, it will take about 6 months to have a new head made.

b) MOTP3 asked about the proposed road works down The Green. G Edgar replied that pedestrian access would be maintained and traffic controls will be in place.  

c) D Purves directed attention to the condition of the footpath over the Etttrick road bridge. A Pattullo agreed that the footpath needs urgent attention. G Edgar to action this.

e) D Purves asked asked about the roadworks and subsequent closure to traffic of Kilncroft, G Edgar replied that this is work being carried out by Scottish Gas. Also enquired about the Heatherlie Park one way system, G Edgar replied that a diversion will be in operation. D Purves reminded the meeting that the WW1 exhibition is now open in Halliwell’s House.

11) Reports from SBC Councillors:
V Davidson reported on the following:

a) Work has now started on Bannerfield Playpark.

b) The bus shelter in the Market Place has been power cleaned and will be repaired.

c) Signage in the car park will be tidied up as will the Fleshmarket Steps.

d) Quality of Life Funding is still available for projects nad some of that might be used to repair wall at entrance to car park.

e) The junction at the Midlem turn off might be improved.

G Edgar reported on the following:

a) Flood protection work has started by diverting the services under the footbridge which will expedite the           works. 

b) Dry rot repair work in the Victoria Halls is now completed.

c) A Tour O’ The Border cycle race debriefing will take place tomorrow (9th September). If the vent is repeated next year he wants to better prior notice of road restrictions.
12) Selkirk Common Good Fund: At the meeting on 2.9.14 there was a property update on the CGF farms. The CGF agreed a contribution to Scott’s Selkirk towards the Green Shed rental costs and a contribution towards Christmas Illuminations. A Lockhart asked if it would be possible to receive an annual report/overview of the work of the CGF.

13) Correspondence: Invitation to send a representative to the SBHA AGM, K Beaton offered to report back to the CC on the meeting. 
a) Leaflets from Border Railway and Tweed Forum

b) Green bins uplift – due to start this month

c) A number of letters received from N Wirsten including one which complained that his apology for not attending the June meeting had not been recorded. The Secretary formally advised he had been unable to attend that particular meeting and so the apologies had not been passed on. A discussion followed as to whether it was acceptable for someone to remain as a member of the CC simply by sending in regular apologies for non-attendance.

14) Treasurers Report & Evening Study Groups: T Combe reported there has been no movement on the account. ESGs started last week the popularity of the upholstery and quilting classes is such that they are being held on 2 nights.

15) Reports from Sub Committees:

a)  SHMG: Hill is looking good and path management work is ongoing. Seasonal work is being carried out and the hill has attracted some positive comments.  

16) Reports from Community Organisations and Outside Bodies:  

a) Hanging baskets have now been taken down.

b) Christmas Illumination Group; T Combe thanked the CGF for its financial support. 5 powerpoints are to be installed but volunteers will be urgently required to help hang Christmas lights. T Combe will advise A Pattullo of dates and times so that this can be publicised and volunteers organised.

17) AOCB: There was a discussion about tree growth blocking road signs at junctions. Another discussion about event advertising signs hung from railings. G Edgar said that SBC will take action when this occurs. A MOTP asked about bracken growth on Common Land; G Edgar said this should be the responsibility of the tenant and the Estate Manager will be informed.

        G Edgar reminded the meeting of the Selkirk Rally on the 21st September at Sunderland Hall.  

The Acting Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council will be held in the Philiphaugh Community School, Selkirk at 7.00pm on Monday 13th October at 7.00pm. 

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………….
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 Anti social behaviour

There have been a number of instances of Anti Social Behaviour in the past month with the majority being to two addresses in Bannerfield Drive, Selkirk, one of which is going forward to a face to face meeting and one of which has now got an Anti Social Behaviour Order.

There have been two youth calls to Selkirk in the past month, one to Victoria Park and one to the High Street area.  One person was issued with a fixed penalty ticket for Anti Social Behaviour.

    Speeding/Road Traffic
There has been 12 road checks carried out in the area in the past month in the Selkirk area.
Misuse of Drugs
30 people have been stopped and searched in the past month, this is a large rise, however this is because of an initiative carried out at Selkirk Court with persons entering being searched.
During the last month there have been 141 incidents attended by police with 14 crimes being reported, These have included a housebreaking and two attempted housebreakings in Ettrick terrace, Dunsdale road and Ettrickhaugh road.  There have also been 4 vandalisms to motor vehicles in different parts of the town, two thefts and an assault. There was also a theft of heating oil from South Bridge street. 

All communications should be addressed to the secretary at the above address 

