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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 10th September 2018 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk
1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Alisdaire Lockhart, Ian King, Graham Easton, Judith Thomson, Adrian Kentleton, Jim Stillie, George Irvine and Kirsty Lovatt.

Also present – SBC Councillors Elaine Thornton-Nicol, Caroline Penman and Gordon Edgar. 5 members of the public, and 2 representatives from the local press. PC Conal McEwan
AP commented on how good it is to see the town centre flourishing with new businesses.

2.       
Apologies – Gordon Edgar.
3.       
Declarations of Interest – None. 
4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by AL and seconded by JS.
5.       
Matters Arising – AK asked for ‘digital jump’ to be amended to ‘digital junk’.

Item 15 – CP noted that the signage is an ongoing issue and is currently being discussed. Also, discussion about possibility of making the High Street one way. CP unsure as to whether or not regulations and restrictions (as raised by IK) about signage has been relaxed or not.


Flood Protection – AL has spoken with Tweed Commissioner and will report back.
6.       
Community Police Report – Circulated electronically. Please also refer to warning re cybercrime included in July’s report.

AK suggested that it may be a good idea for the Community Action Team to speak with the CC. PC McEwan agreed to speak with relevant person to arrange a meeting.


JS enquired about the theft at the Post Office. CP advised that there have been discussions with the Post Office to have CCTV installed at the counter. Unfortunately, unable to identify the criminals.

PC McEwan noted that the criminals have actually been operating throughout Scotland, rest of Britain, and Europe. He reminded people to be vigilant and to report any unusual behaviour.

7.       
Local Improvements – IK advised that there was nothing to add at the moment and that he would recirculate the list and asked for more suggestions.

JS offered that the Ettrick/Riverside steps need repair. CP to follow up.


Discussion had re possibility of more artwork at the Flood Protection site and whether or not schools could be involved. AL to speak with Conor Price first before contacting Selkirk HS.
   
 
8.       
Planning – IK

IK also raised the issue of the proposed National Park. He has attended several meetings but is concerned that these have been biased in favour of the park and has not yet had a chance to hear both sides. Can be discussed in more detail at next meeting if desired.

9.       
Open Forum

David Deacon gave an update re Remembrance Sunday (I will scan and circulate asap).


MoP1 – unsure as to what IK meant by the Ring o’ the Toun being updated as they feel it does not.


DP – thanks to all involved in ‘Far Far from Ypres’ but felt that it should have been advertised more by the local press.
10.     
SB Councillor’s Reports

CP – been very busy arranging Farmer’s Markets and Dog Fouling Initiative. Nothing further to report.


ETN – would like to encourage everyone who qualifies for the Winter flu jab to please take it.


Talk about Living with and Caring for Dementia to be held at Selkirk Rugby Club on Wednesday 14th November. Call 01835 825080 to book a seat and transport can be arranged for those who need it.


ETN also in process of checking whole town centre to see if there are enough drop kerbs and if any repairs are required. DP suggested that they could be repainted but he had previously been advised that this was not possible due to finances. ETN to check.


JS also advised that he feels the ramp at the old Post Office is a hazard for those who are partially sighted. ETN to check.

DP asked if the science lab at the High School is using asbestos gauzes. ETN to check.
11.     
Selkirk Response Team – still generating more interest. Meeting to be held in next few weeks.
12.    
Treasurer’s Report – Support grant is now in. £1k has been ring-fenced for Selkirk Response Team and is ready to be used.

Selkirk Tennis Club are trying to raise funds for new clubhouse. Can discuss at next meeting.
13.     
Casual Vacancies – There are 3 vacancies on the CC. AP to start advertising. KL also noted that the November meeting would be her last one as minutes secretary until coming back from maternity. CC to decide how to proceed.
14.     
Walking Festival – Festival to be held 7th – 14th September 2019. This will be the 25th Walking Festival and expected to be high profile. AP advised that we need to start thinking about different aspects such as walks, leaders, entertainment, etc. Next meeting to be held 26th September so AP will report back at CC meeting (8th October).
15.     
Blooming Selkirk – Thanks to all who helped with the hanging baskets. SBC will provide plants for next couple of years for the Market Square. 2k crocus bulbs have been planted at both ends of the town.
16.     
SHMG – Hill in good order and grant application underway for Currie’s Fountain.
17.     
CoT – Meeting held last Monday. There will be a grand opening of the Market place but date still to be confirmed. Clock tower will be lit after this.

Fireworks display to be held at the Haining on 3rd November.

18.
Plattling – Twinning Group visiting Plattling in October.

19.
AOCB


GEa – Reminded everyone that parking on pavements will not be tolerated.


CP – Gin tasting evening raised £487 for the Selkirk Christmas Lights. Meeting re lights to be held Thursday 13th September at 7pm in the Fleece. CP looking for volunteers


GI suggested that the entrance to the car park needs to be more clearly defined with better signage.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:00pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 8th October 2018 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk at 7pm.
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