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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9 November 2015
at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School


ATTENDANCE

Elected members:
 Jim Scott (Chair/Treasurer); Steuart Campbell (ViceChair/Secretary); Ann Watt, Bob Gardiner, Jean Marr, Ros Lennie.
Co-opted members:
Rev Mike Frew, Lily Campbell
Ex Officio:
Gordon MacDonald MSP.
In attendance:
Kenneth C Reid (architect), Stuart Szylak of Rick Finc Associates, Jamie O’Rourke.
Members of the public: 10
1 Introduction
Jim Scott welcomed everyone to the meeting especially Messrs Reid, Szylak and O’Rourke , who were then invited to explain their plans for the provision of 250 student flats in Slateford on sites occupied at present by the Blue Goose country pub and Westside Motors. Mr Reid led the presentation, explaining that the scheme, presently in consultation mode, would provide secure managed accommodation with encouragement for the students to use bicycles (in fact they would be provided with one each). Questions centred on the possible loss of trees (some are protected), the loss of the Blue Goose (we were told that it is struggling to survive) and the height of the buildings (a shadow study would be done). After SC pointed out that ‘Lanark Road Living Ltd’ was not a registered company, we were told that the company behind the development is Metro City Living. These visitors then left.
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Apologies:

An apology for absence was noted from Cllr Cathy Fullerton. 
3 Minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2015 were approved. 
4 Matters arising from the minutes (not covered by other items in the agenda): SC reported on the following matters:

· The manager of Longstone Resource Centre had not attended our September


meeting because of uncertainty about staffing at the Centre due to CEC


cutbacks. 
· Scottish Canals had found that the water leak onto Inglis Green Road is coming from the canal. They will be undertaking work to install drainage channels and repair the canal bed.
· SC circulated a more detailed plan of the local Natural Neighbourhood boundaries and read out his reply to the NN team. This was approved.
5 Police report
No police attended the meeting.
6
Planning
SC reported receiving a note from the developer of the Longstone Centre about site fencing and demolition starting in late November.
6 Neighbourhood Partnerships
JS attended the last South West Partnership meeting.
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Environment
SC reported that he is dealing with some new graffiti appearing in the area.
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Treasurer’s report
No expenditure during the month, so balance remains at £2035.75
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Correspondence
SC reported receipt of the following:
· Invitation to ‘Meet the Funders’ at Portobello Town Hall on 3 December;

· Invitation from ‘Paths for All’ to attend training session in Stirling on 19 November;

· Invitation to attend Resilient Communities Engagement Event in City Chambers on 19 November;

· Invitation to attend Budget Question Time in City Chambers on 23 November;

· Advice from Napier University about an event at the Sighthill Pitches/Pavilion on 25 November for Napier and the SRU to ‘showcase’ the upgraded Pavilion.
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AOCB
LC raised the problem of furniture dumped outside the Longstone Centre. GMcD explained the situation and that demolition may start after Christmas, after the erection of site fencing. LC also reported (again) that the telephone box in Longstone Road is still largely obscured by a poster (SC will investigate). A gift will be arranged for the Grace Hughes, after resigning as Secretary. 
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The next meeting will be held on 14 December.

