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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 June 2016

at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School



ATTENDANCE

Elected members:

Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer); Jean Marr, Ann Watt, Robert Gardiner and Rosalind Lennie 
Co-opted members:
John Allan (Chair), Lily Campbell (part)

Ex Officio:
None

In attendance:

PC Jamie Baillie (627)

Members of the public: 3

1 Introduction

JA welcome everyone and explained that, because of the police presence, he would take their report before the rest of the agenda.

2 Apologies

Apologies were noted from Rev Mike Frew and Grace Hughes and Cllrs Wilson and Dixon. Also from MEP Catherine Stihler and Lothian MSP Gordon Lindhurst.

3
Police report 
PC Baillie gave an account of crimes recorded during May in Slateford, Kingsknowe, Longstone and Redhall. These included 16 thefts, many from Sainsbury’s, 9 reports of vandalism, 3 of smashed windows, and one of throwing stones at traffic from the aqueduct over Inglis Green Road. Also noted were cases of misuse of drugs, shoplifting, road traffic offences, breach of the peace, house breakings, assault, thefts of cycles from communal stairs, breach of communication law (he urged caution in the use of online chatrooms), shining a laser light and extortion. Some present reported their own experiences and PC Baillie described several types of fraud. He was thanked for his report.  (LC arrived during this item)

4 The Minutes of the meeting held on 9 May were approved subject to some minor corrections. 
5 Matters arising from the minutes but not covered by subsequent items
5.1 
SC reported that the decision regarding subsidised bus services was taken by CEC’s Transport & Environment Committee on 15 March (the no. 20’s subsidy was maintained). He noted that the annual cost is £154,500 and that passenger numbers have risen from 128,000 two years previously to 169,000 per year.
5.2
SC wanted to comment on printing leaflets for the election but would do so under AOB.
6 Planning and development
6.1
SC read out emails from the CEC official responsible for contact between LCC and the design team dealing with the new nursery, which is now to be located where we had suggested (on the site of both temporary huts, which will now need to be removed before construction starts). He had given permission for LCC to be told about this change, although it is not for wider circulation. We await a new planning application.
6.2
The planning department had recommended refusal of the application to build student flats in Slateford and SC read out the reasons for that. The application came before CEC’s Development Management Subcommittee on 25 May but was continued to allow a site visit. This took place on 1 June and the item returned to the DM SubCttee, possibly on 8 June (unconfirmed). The SubCttee seems to believe that the proposed development is better than leaving the sites as they are and that no alternative proposal will come forward. 

7
Neighbourhood Partnerships
JA explained that, because he was unable to attend the South West NP Annual Review on 7 June, LC attended in his place. JA mentioned some of the issues discussed and tabled relevant documents. SC would attend the Pentlands NP the following evening. 
8 Environmental matters
8.1
SC explained his frustration with getting graffiti removed, especially from Virgin Media street cabinets. VM’s report form requires a postcode, which, it was pointed out, he can obtain from the internet. 
8.2
SC explained the problem of the dead trees in Redhall Park and read out an email from the Parks Office. Although the Forestry Department planted the trees, they did not water them, which is why about 12 of the 16 died. It was thought that our City councillors should investigate the matter.
8.3
After the matter of a depression in Hailes Quarry Park was raised, LC explained that it is intended to become a managed wetland and that she could obtain a copy of the relevant report. 
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Treasurer’s report
SC explained that, because we require a cheque to be signed by any two of our three signatories, he had opted for ‘two to sign’ when applying for Online Business Banking with the Bank of Scotland. However, when he first tried to make an online payment, authorisation was required from another signatory (only JA has internet access and had not been provided with any means to authorise a payment). Consequently, SC called the Bank to ask how to get authorisation. The person he spoke to could not tell him how this could be done and, instead, arranged for ‘two to sign’ to be changed to ‘one to sign’. This gave SC sole control of the account and enabled him to make a ‘secretary’s expense’ payment to his own account. SC had received a document asking for confirmation of this change, to be signed by all signatories. However, he had written to the Bank explaining what happened and asking how payments could be authorised (reply still awaited). Meanwhile, he explained that Jim Scott had been in the habit of asking him to sign several blank cheques so as to make payment quicker and easier. It was suggested that authorisation of a payment was required. SC would advise LCC of the Bank’s reply. 
Bank report
Date
                       details



amount (£)

09may16

 balance



1983.97

23may16

CEC for room hire

 
   -65.00

31may16

Sec’s expenses


   -11.66

13jun16

balance



1907.31
10 Correspondence
10.1
Email from South West and Pentlands Voluntary Sector Forum about their open forum at Prospect Housing Association on 14 June (1200-1400). 
10.2
Email from Canal Society inviting us to provide a stall at the Canal Festival on 18 June at Edinburgh Quay to Viewforth Bridge. 
11
AOB
11.1
SC reported that notice of the community council election will be on Monday 5 Sep and that the deadline for return of nomination forms is Monday 26 Sep. If a poll in required, notice of it will be issued on Monday 6 Oct and the poll itself held on Thursday 27 Oct (similar dates for Nominated Representatives). He also reported that it is likely that, as three years ago, community councils will be issued with flyers (500), leaflets (200) and posters (50). (No one recalled seeing such literature.) He exhibited a sample of the flyer used previously and read out its text. Mention was made of a flyer produced by Corstorphine Community Council (SC will investigate). SC still intended to draft an A5 leaflet that we could distribute during the September election. He thought we still had enough distributors to distribute about 1400 leaflets. SC drew attention to the fact that the Poll Cards recently issued for the Referendum show a voter’s register no. This number will be needed by anyone being nominated, nominating or seconding a nomination for the September elections. So it would be wise to make a note of the number. 
11.2
Concern was expressed about the state of the pavement outside 41 Redhall Road.
11.3
Attention was drawn to an illustrated talk on Saturday 18 June at 2:00 pm at Saughton Park Winter Garden as part of an exhibition about the 1908 Pageant of Scottish Allegory, Myth and History.   
11.3
SC reported that, perhaps as a result of our objection to the proposed new boundary between Sighthill/Gorgie ward and Fountainbridge/Craiglockhart ward, the Local Government Boundary Commission had returned it to the railway line except for a few buildings in Slateford (he exhibited a map). This means that every resident north of the railway will stay in Sighthill/Gorgie ward. However, all those living south of the railway will still move from Pentland Hills ward into Fountainbridge/Craiglockhart ward. This change will take effect for the City election next May.
12
Next meeting on 8 August in Slateford/Longstone Church.
 

SC/17jun16

