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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8 August 2016
at 7:30 pm in Slateford/Longstone Church


ATTENDANCE

Elected members:

Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer); Jean Marr and Ann Watt.  
Co-opted members:
John Allan (Chair), Lily Campbell (part)

Ex Officio:
Cllr Denis Dixon
In attendance:

PC Tony Kirk (E0247) (part)
Members of the public: 9
1 Introduction

JA welcomed everyone and explained that, if police attended, he would take their report before the rest of the agenda (no police had arrived at that time).

2 Apologies

Apologies were noted from Lothian MSP Gordon Lindhurst, Cllr Cathy Fullerton and Bob Gardiner.

4 Police report 
PC Kirk reported on 57 calls alleging crimes committed during July in beat PW53 (Longstone, Redhall and Kingsknowe), 44 per cent of which were solved to date. These included 3 housebreakings, 14 assaults, 2 road traffic offences, 10 thefts (3 of shoplifting), 1 hate crime and a few cases of anti-social behaviour. The police continue to be aware of parking issues around the school and throughout Redhall. Questions to PC Kirk covered community involvement, the proposed 20 mph speed limit, parking on pavements and backing a vehicle onto a road with little visibility.
5 The Minutes of the meeting held on 13 June were approved. 
6 Matters arising from the minutes but not covered by subsequent items
SC reported that Copymade Ltd would charge only £65 to print 1850 A5 leaflets. In fact, we need only about 1826 for all the streets in our area (he explained that this did not include the small area of the parish north of the Murray Burn). This would include printing on coloured paper if we want and he displayed several options. The meeting chose a pink-orange paper. SC also reported that, because there is doubt that we can manage to distribute all the leaflets ourselves, it had been suggested that, because we have sufficient funds, we pay a distribution company to do so. To that end, he had received a quotation from Edinburgh City Marketing of Newington to deliver all our leaflets for £150, including the 700 or so that we will receive from CEC (he would be collecting those, with other documentation on 10 August). This was approved.
7 Planning and development 
SC gave updates on two major planning applications. 
6.1
Our latest comment on the proposed new nursery school in the grounds of Longstone Primary School had been received and recorded by the Planning Dept. He reminded the meeting that, while we welcomed the planning team’s decision to accept our suggestion that the nursery should be located on the site of two temporary huts, we objected to the orientation and proximity to Redhall Grove, which would involve removing 18 metres of boundary wall and railings. We called for the nursery to either return to our suggested orientation or be moved south away from the road (that would involve demolishing another temporary hut). He reported that he had submitted an application to Historic Scotland to have Longstone Primary School and its boundary walls and gates listed to give it protection (the meeting approved this). We are awaiting the outcome of the planning process. 
6.2
SC reported he and Margaret had attended a meeting of Craiglockhart Community Council on 26 July, during which several planning applications in their area were discussed. They included the revised proposal to build student flats in Slateford on the site of The Blue Goose Country Pub (now closed) and of Westside Motors. That meeting endorsed their previous objections to the proposal and this was submitted to Planning on 5 August (members online had been sent a copy of that objection). Members had also been sent a copy of the objection from the Water of Leith Conservation Trust (written by their manager Helen Brown). SC explained that, so far, he had been unable to submit a comment from LCC because of lack of agreement. However the meeting decided to support the objections from Craiglockhart CC and the WoLCT and SC was instructed to submit that view before the deadline for comments the following day. SC reported that he was keeping in touch with Paul Mowat, a member of Craiglockhart CC and had recently met him in Slateford.
8 Neighbourhood Partnership meetings
SC had attended the Pentlands NP meeting in Oxgangs on 14 June (nothing to report). The next would be held on 27 September in Currie. The next South West NP was scheduled for 11 October in Carrickvale Community Centre. Both these future meetings follow the election, so our representation will have to be determined by the new Community Council.
9 Environmental matters
8.1
SC reported the concern of a resident of Redhall Drive about dog fouling beside her house. He had planned to invite an environmental warden to attend this meeting, when the resident could present her complaint. However, with only one complainer, the warden preferred to contact the resident privately. This has been done with the result that some preventative measures have been put in place. Unfortunately, the resident had been unable to attend this LCC meeting. 
8.2
SC repeated his frustration with graffiti, especially on Virgin Media street cabinets, even after reporting the damage via its website. He was only in touch with VM via Twitter, and then without results. Four graffitied cabinets on Lanark Road had been repainting, but only it seemed incidentally to other repairs. He was considering stronger action against VM. 
8.3
SC reminded the meeting of the fiasco regarding trees in Redhall Park, when 16 newly-planted trees beside the War Memorial were not watered, resulting in 12 of them dying and having to be cut down and their roots dug out. He reminded Cllr Dixon that the previous meeting had called on CEC councillors to investigate and ask him when CEC was going to explain who was responsible for the flawed contract and for the waste of money involved and be held to account. Cllr Dixon stated that normal procedures had been followed. The meeting supported SC’s persistence and demanded a report on the matter.
8.4
A member of the public raised a complaint about fly-tipping in Longstone Street beside the recycling bins near the Resource Centre. Others raised similar complaints about uncollected rubbish. Cllr Dixon took notes.

9
Treasurer’s report
SC reported activity on our bank account (see below) and explained that the income of £50 was a donation from the Bank on account of (another) apology for not explaining how to arrange authorisation by a second signatory of online payments. He also explained that JA was the only other signatory with online access but that he did not wish to participate. Consequently SC remains in sole control of the account. He reported that he had made another complaint, but that this has not even received an acknowledgement.
Bank report
Date
                       details



amount (£)

13jun16

balance



1907.31
29jun16

credit from BoS


     50.00

05jul16

grant from CEC


   747.64

05jul16

Secretary’s expenses

   -35.96

18jul16

CEC for room hire


   -65.00

08aug16

balance



2603.99
10 Correspondence
10.1
SC reported receipt of a timetable for the introduction of 20 mph speed limits across the City. The new limits would apply to streets in our area north of the Lanark Rd from July 2017 and south of Lanark Rd from January 2018. The present limits on Lanark Road and Inglis Green Rd/Longstone Road would not change. 
10.2
Receipt of a note from Scottish Heritage Angel Awards, funded by the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation, that the deadline for nomination of volunteers is Friday 12 August (ref: www.scottishheritageawards.org.uk/). 
11
AOB
11.1
SC drew LCC’s attention to the fact that three junior golfers at Kingsknowe Golf Club (Nathan McCulloch, Liam Brown and Ross Graham) had received championship awards. He was asked to convey LCC’s congratulations to the Club.
11.2
He also drew attention to the engagement of Lord Provost Cllr Donald Wilson, announced on 2 August, and he was asked to convey LCC’s congratulations to Donald.
12
Next meeting is scheduled for 12 September in Longstone Primary School.
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