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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12 December 2016

at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School



DL welcomed everyone. 

1
Attendance and apologies:
Elected representatives:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), John Allan (Vice Chair), Robert Gardiner, Margaret Campbell, Ann Watt, and Rosalind Lennie (Minute Secretary).  
Ex officio representatives:
Cllr Denis Dixon.
In attendance:

PC 627 Jamie Baillie (part)
Members of the public: 3
Apologies were received from Rev Mike Frew, Jean Marr and Lily Campbell.

SC explained that MF had been correctly nominated as representing the Church and so his co-option would be disregarded.  
2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2016 were approved. 

3
Matter arising from the last minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 
3.1
SC updated on the matter of trip hazards due to road patching. A CEC engineer reported only one incident in the last year, opposite 8 Longstone Cottages, where the defect was too shallow to require intervention.
3.2
SC sought approval of his draft email response to Greig Robertson of Edible Estates (circulated). He reported MF’s view that we could be more supportive. After a short discussion, the draft was approved.
4
Police report
PC Baillie’s report covered the month of November in both Beats PW54 (Redhall, Longstone and Kingsknowe in Ward 7) and PS55 (Kingsknowe in Ward 2) where JB’s priority was dealing with ASB issues. The ward priorities were violence/ASB, drugs and thefts by housebreaking. 73 crimes were recorded, less than October. Of these 41 remain unsolved. There were 3 thefts by housebreaking (16 other thefts), 10 assaults, 13 traffic offences and 2 hate crimes. JB reminded us that Police Scotland still seeks views via
www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts). Youth problems, especially those using ‘duck bikes’, are being dealt with through schools and parents. SC reported fly tipping along a stretch of Lanark Road adjacent to the Canal. JB was not sure that it was a crime. CEC are dealing with the matter but SC wanted CCTV observing the area. 
5
Planning and development
5.1
SC reported that he had submitted our objection to the proposal to demolish the Kingsknowe Roadhouse and build houses and flats and that 37 comments had been made online to the Planning Portal. He guessed that most of these would be objections. He reported the planning officer’s comment that ‘due to the volume of objection [sic], the application could only be treated under delegated powers if recommended for refusal’. It was agreed that this is unclear and needed clarification. 
5.2
SC reported that he and MC had attended the Planning Subcommittee on 7 December to hear debate on the application to build student flats in Slateford (they had to wait until after lunch before the item was reached). There was much debate, which included an amendment to approve the application (contrary to the planners’ recommendation). Eventually this was defeated and the motion to refuse was agreed by 6 votes to 5. This was the result we wanted, even though we still want the Westside Motors site redeveloped. SC expressed disappointment that Cllr Heslop, one of our ex-officio members had voted for the amendment. It was noted that the applicant might appeal to the Scottish Government. 
5.3
SC noted an application to use the derelict office building behind the Village Inn in Inglis Green Road as a dance studio. 

6
Meetings attended
Apart from the meeting mentioned in item 5.2, he had attended no meetings.
7
Environmental matters
7.1
Graffiti continues to be an issue and is reported and/or dealt with as required. Network Rail had painted over graffiti on Bridge 136 (‘The Tunnel’) and CEC’s bridges Dept had deal with graffiti on the bridge over the Canal at Stoneypath. Extant graffiti is shown on the GRAFFITI page of our website. 

7.2
Network Rail had advised that they would carry out ‘de-vegetation work on railway land at the…viaduct… between 4 and 10 December’. This was not yet confirmed, but it was reported that water is still leaking from the viaduct. SC will investigate and DL will take photographs. 
7.3
SC reported repairs to steps and fencing at Stoneypath carried out under the Community Payback Scheme. Renovation of the steps to the war memorial noted (pic had been circulated). Repairs to steps off Bogsmill Road still required. 
7.4
SC had reported an open telecommunications cabinet (opposite the Village Inn on Inglis Green Road) to Openreach, who have promised to repair it. 
7.5
SC had asked CEC to cut vegetation hiding a ‘40’ repeater sign on Lanark Road by the footbridge. This was done that day. 
7.6
SC reminded the meeting that the level crossing would be closed for 2 weeks from 18 Dec to 2 Jan for the installation of full barriers. 
8
Treasurer’s report
SC reported that the online bank account had been updated to require two online signatures for a payment and that this had been tested and worked successfully. 
Payments during the month were £10 from the auditor’s cheque and SC’s expenses of £22.62, leaving a balance to date of £2324.87.
SC reported drafting a budget for 2016/17. This showed income of £897.64 (annual grant plus accommodation subsidy) and an anticipated expenditure of £507, leaving a surplus of £390.64.  He explained that CEC discourages community councils from accumulating a surplus at the end of the financial year amounting to twice the annual grant (no mention of the accommodating subsidy) unless such a surplus is dedicated to specific projects designed to elicit community opinion on local issues or otherwise support community needs. Twice the grant would be about £1500. Last year we accumulated a surplus of about £1870, which would be increase to about £2260 this year. He asked for ideas to spend some of this surplus. He also reminded LCC that we usually give something to the janitor at Xmas and asked if we were to keep that tradition this year. It was agreed to send him a Xmas card with a gift. The card was signed by the officers present. There was a suggestion that we could spend some funds on organising a husting for the local election next year, although Cllr Dixon thought this was not permitted. SC is to enquire of CEC. 
9
Correspondence
SC reported none except a Xmas card from Cllr Fullerton to him as ‘Longstone Community Council’.
10
AOCB
None.
11
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 13 February 2017 in the School. 
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