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Longstone Community Council

Approved minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 February 2017

at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School



DL welcomed everyone and expressed our thanks to the janitor for opening the School especially for us (the School is closed for a week). He also welcomed Lord Provost Cllr Donald Wilson to the meeting.
1
Attendance and apologies:

Elected representatives:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), John Allan (Vice Chair), Robert Gardiner, Margaret Campbell, Ann Watt, Jean Marr, Lily Campbell and Rosalind Lennie (Minute Secretary).  
Ex officio representatives:
Cllr Donald Wilson.

In attendance:

PC David Crow E398 (part)
Members of the public: 4
Apologies were received from Rev Mike Frew, Joanna Cherry MP and Cllr Cathy Fullerton. 
2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2016 were approved. 

3
Matter arising from the last minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 

3.1
DL commented on the level crossing closure while Network Rail installed full barriers, making it safer to use. He thought the shuttle bus service provided had worked well, but some pointed out that there had been no provision for disabled or infirm residents who could not use the buses. SC would pass this latter comment to Network Rail.

3.2
SC reminded the meeting of Cllr Dixon’s claim that LCC, being non-political, would not be permitted to organise an election hustings (see item 8 in the December 2016 minutes). SC read out his email to CEC on this matter and its reply telling us that nothing prevented us doing so provided everything was fair and transparent to all candidates. He suggested that we should liaise with other community councils in the two wards that affect us (he had already contacted Craiglockhart Community Council and was waiting for their response). He would contact Gorgie/Dalry CC on the matter. 
4
Police report
PC Crow read from PC Baillie’s report, which covered the months of December and January in both Beats PW54 (Redhall, Longstone and Kingsknowe in Ward 7) and PS55 (Kingsknowe in Ward 2). E Division’s priorities continue to be public safety, housebreaking, ASB, serious and organised crime, road safety and acquisitive crime. 70 crimes were recorded in December (45% solved) and 64 in January (39% solved), continuing a downward trend. December saw 6 crimes of vandalism with 8 in January. There were 3 thefts by housebreaking. A prolific housebreaker was identified and remanded after a stolen vehicle was recovered. Another was arrested after he was identified by a witness. There had been 21 assaults and 9 traffic offenses. The use of ANPR led to the arrest of a driver for driving whilst disqualified and without insurance. A female driver was reported for careless driving after colliding with a pedestrian. 36 thefts were recorded. A proactive drugs warrant was executed in the area and a large quantity of heroin discovered. As a result a man was charged with the supply of class A drugs. 
Police Scotland still seeks the community’s views via www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts). Asked about graffiti, PC Crow confirmed that the ASB records (no data were shown) did include cases of graffiti although later he classed it as ‘vandalism’. SC explained that the area was suffering from a graffiti blitz and that he always reported this to PC Crow’s colleagues, with photographs. He always hoped that the culprits would be apprehended. He reported some offensive graffiti recently discovered in Inglis Green Gait. 
5
Planning and development
5.1
SC noted that construction of the nursery school had now begun, having been delayed to coincide with the school holiday. It is due to be completed by 7 August. 

5.2
The application to build a small block of flats at the top of Inglis Green Gait was awaiting assessment but looked likely to be approved. LCC had not commented.  

5.3
The application to use the derelict office building behind the Village Inn in Inglis Green Road as a dance studio was also awaiting assessment. 

5.4
The application to redevelop the Roadhouse site in Kingsknowe Road North as flats and houses was refused on 10 January but the applicant has requested a review by the Local Review Body (a group of 5 members of the Planning Cttee). This will be heard on 15 March and SC will attend to observe. About half of reviewed applications are overturned and granted.
5.5
Application to redevelop the site of Westside Motors as student flats. LCC was granted the status of statutory consultee and given until 21 Feb to comment. In fact we submitted our objection statement on 1 Feb. Public comments via the Planning Portal are now closed but there are 39 comments: 23 objections and 16 supporting. SC was trying to get Police Scotland to act regarding the misuse of ‘Ltd’ by the applicant, hoping that this might get the application declared invalid. The questions of land ownership and the need for social housing were discussed. SC reported hearing that there is no need for more students housing in Edinburgh and noted that Napier University, which had not been contacted about the application by the applicant, already possessed such flats at three locations. It was claimed that student housing was unsuitable for any different use (too small for housing accommodation). 
5.6
Cllr Wilson asked about the earth moving beside the Prison. SC promised to send him what he knew about the development, which is outwith our area. 

6
Meetings attended
DL attended a meeting of the Hailes Quarry Park Steering Group on 18 Jan (normally attended by LC). He reported some vandalism and that schools are interested in using the Park for running. Due to illness, no one was available to attend the meeting of the South West Neighbourhood Partnership on 31 Jan. LC will attend a workshop on walkabouts (suspended at present). 
7
Environmental matters

7.1
SC reported continued attempts to report graffiti and get it removed Due to a recent spate, there are 29 examples on our website, one offensive. 
7.2
SC reported that water was running from beside the railway viaduct and CEC engineers are to investigate. AW reported water dripping on the north pavement under the viaduct. SC would investigate.
7.3
SC noted that the Canal is being repaired at this time, with the towpath closed off. He also reported that Scottish Canals was asking permission from CEC to close part of Inglis Green Road to enable it to install a drain in case the Canal leaked again. CEC thought the leak fixed, but some doubted this. Scottish Canals’ equipment and materials are still stocked in a compound in Redhall Park. 
7.4
The blocked road gullies in Inglis Green Road were cleaned over Christmas. 
7.5
SC reported the problem of fly-tipping on Lanark Road on ground behind the wall on the north side and the Canal east of the footbridge. This resulted in disputed ownership of the ground. Eventually CEC admitted ownership of part and removed rubbish. Ownership of the rest of the ground is not yet established. 
8
Treasurer’s report
SC reported transactions as follows:
£40 to himself on 16 Dec for special expenses (LCC knew the reason); £24 to Registers of Scotland on 8 Feb; and £136 to CEC on 10 Feb for room hire. Balance at 13 Feb was £2124.87.
9
Correspondence
9.1
Email from MP Joanna Cherry’s Chief of Staff asking us to note the payment to Longstone Primary School of £37,200 by the Scottish Government out of its Pupil Equity Fund. Also to note that funding is available to fund projects commemorating the First World War. She referred us to www.hlf.org.uk/firstworldwar. 
9.2
Email from Parks Officer Craig Dunlop asking if LCC would support a proposal to make Redhall Park a ‘Fields in Trust Centenary Field’. See www.fieldsintrust.org). This was agreed. 
9.3
Note from Cllr Fullerton about sewer upgrades in various places around Edinburgh, including Longstone Street and Redhall Drive, the latter reported to have been completed already. 
10
AOCB
MC reported having congratulated the Parks Officer for removing leaves from part of Dovecot Park. 

11
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 13 March 2017 in the School. 
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