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Longstone Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8 May 2017

at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove



DL welcomed everyone 

1
Attendance and apologies:

Elected representatives:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), John Allan (Vice Chair), Robert Gardiner, Jean Marr, Ann Watt and Rosalind Lennie (Minute Secretary).

Ex officio representatives:
None

In attendance:

PC Graham Howie 4179E, standing in for PCs Morris and Baillie (part). 
Members of the public: 3
Apologies were received from Rev Mike Frew, Margaret Campbell and Cllrs Cathy Fullerton and Gavin Corbett. 

2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 10 April 2017 were approved. 

3
Matter arising from the last minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 

3.1
DL noted that the recent election had re-elected some Cllrs in Sighthill Gorgie ward, notably former Lord Provost Donald Wilson. SC reported one new Cllr in that ward (Ashley Graczyk, Conservative). SC also reported that 3 new Cllrs from Fountainbridge Craiglockhart ward were now ex officio members. He did not yet have full contact details for all the new Cllrs but relayed the view of Cllr Gavin Corbett, Green, that, because of the coincidence of community council meetings, he would appreciate ‘dovetail meeting cycles’ (i.e. moving the dates of meetings). It was agreed that SC should reply pointing out how unlikely it would be that any CC would shift from its regular night and suggesting that Cllr Corbett attends when he can on a rota. PC Howie had not known that we no longer have any part in ward 2 (Pentland Hills) and that we are now partly in ward 9 (Fountainbridge Craiglockhart). He would report this to his colleagues. 
3.2
SC reported a reply from environmental health re pollution from vehicles waiting with engines running at the level crossing. They could not offer any action, nor could the Roads dept. We were advised to consult widely on the matter and perhaps ask Network Rail if they could help. 
3.3
SC reported attending (with MC) the only hustings held in ward 9 (Fountainbridge Craiglockhart) at St Cuthbert’s Church Hall on 19 April.
Three of the candidates spoke as did a substitute for the SNP candidate. No hustings was held in ward 7.
4
Police report
PC Howie read from the report which covered the month of April in both beats PW54 (Redhall, Longstone and Kingsknowe in ward 7) and PS55 (Kingsknowe in ward 2). The local policing team has continued to tackle ASB in various locations and also focused on housebreaking, drugs, alcohol and violent crime. There were 251 calls to police. Of these 84 crimes were recorded (20 solved) and 13 cases of disorder, disturbance and youth calls. A case of housebreaking in Redhall Drive on 29 April was solved and a man was reported to the fiscal. There were 4 reports of domestic assault. Road crimes involved a car broken into in Kingsknowe Court on 2 April, a car on Lanark Rd vandalised on 9 April and an unsuccessful attempt to steal a car in Inglis Green Rigg on 28 April. There were also several cases of shoplifting. No hate crimes had been reported. PS Howie explained that, due to shift rotas, it was not always possible for the same officers to attend LCC meetings. 
5
Planning and development
5.1
SC reported no activity yet on the site of the new block of flats in Inglis Green Gait.

5.2
The application to redevelop the Westside Motors site as student flats still awaits assessment by the planners. 
5.3
SC reported an application to change the use of an office at 3 Kingsknowe Park to allow use for drama classes for 3/5-yr olds (‘Monkey Drama’). 

6
Meetings attended

JA attended a meeting of the Canal Community Action Group on 2 May at the Napier Bainfield Residence. He announced a consultation workshop to be held at Polwarth Parish Church, Drennan Hall, on 11 May. SC exhibited a poster about the event which he proposed to put on our notice board. Comments were made about problems with cyclists on the towpath.
7
Environmental matters

7.1
SC reported continued attempts to get graffiti tags removed. There are now only 17 cases shown on our website; all reported to the property owners and the police. Sometimes one CEC department says equipment does not belong to CEC, while another department contradicts this. 
7.2
No progress to report on the leaking canal in Inglis Green Rd. CEC awaiting application from Scottish Canals to install a drain. The absence of water leaking beside the railway viaduct (due to dry weather) indicates that this is not water from the leaking canal. 

7.3
Scottish Canals has replied regarding floating rubbish. It would be removed ‘when resources allow’ but they invite LCC members to volunteer to pick up litter.  
8
Treasurer’s report

SC reported transactions as follows:
Donation to Church of £34 on 18 April for use of room, leaving a balance in the account of £2056.54. SC pointed out that we get our website hosted free because it carries advertisements. But for £29.95/yr we can get rid of the advertisements. This was agreed. SC confirmed that he had many 2nd class stamps to offload. It was suggested that these might be sold to members near Xmas. 
9
Correspondence
None
10
AOCB
10.1
SC asked if anyone had noticed that a short electricity grid line and its pylons had disappeared from the area? No one had. It used to run from Saughton Cemetery, south of the Prison crossing Longstone Road at the junction with Murrayburn Rd and ending in the industrial estate south of that road. He had only recently noticed its disappearance but found that it had been demolished by SP Networks in the latter half of 2015 after the replacement underground cable had been installed between 2012 and 2015. He welcomed the improved environment this had created.
10.2
SC drew attention to the fact that reminiscences on our website claimed that the Slateford and Longstone Public Hall (now called Longstone Masonic Hall) was donated to the people of Slateford and Longstone. This raised a question of ownership light on which could be thrown by making an enquiry to Registers of Scotland. This was agreed. 
10.3
It was suggested that LCC could offer a cash prize to pupils in the school who merited it. SC will contact the Parent/Teacher representative for her opinion.

11
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 12 June 2017 in Longstone Primary School, preceded by the 2017 AGM.
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