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Longstone Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9 October 2017

at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove



DL welcomed everyone 

1
Membership present and apologies

Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Jean Marr, Ann Watt, Margaret Campbell, Lily Campbell (Communities Liaison), Ros Lennie (Minute Secretary). 

Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio:

none

In attendance:
PC 12713 Kirstie Mauchline (part)
Members of the public: 4

Apologies for absence were received from members John Allan and Bob Gardiner, from MSP Catherine Stihler, from MP Joanna Cherry and from Cllrs Corbett, Dixon, Johnston and Wilson. Also from Angela Pearston (Head Teacher). 

2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2017 were approved subject to some minor amendments.
3
Police report (taken early to allow PC Mauchline to return to duty)
PC Mauchline reported on incidents during September. 2 housebreakings; 4 assaults; 3 traffic offences (occasional notices put on cars re bad parking); high volume of shoplifting (3), one wheely bin stolen; no hate crimes. 247 calls to police, 13 public nuisance calls. Police plan to tackle ASB during Halloween and Bonfire Night. ASB a priority, besides alcohol and drug abuse and violent crime. She asked if anyone was interested in being a contact for a meeting re house security. SC asked about graffiti; people carrying spray cans would be questioned (MC suggested spray cans should not be sold to under-16s). A resident of Kingsknowe Road North raised the problem of cars racing along in that street and wondered if speed bumps could be installed (SC informed that this was no longer CEC policy as it relied on the 20 mph limits). PC Mauchline offered to make speed checks and that ‘near misses’ should be reported to City councillors with vehicle reg nos. SC agreed to contact all the ward 7 councillors on the matter. PC was asked for advice on driving after drinking night before; she explained that it depended on a person’s size and weight, but advised against heavy drinking late in day before driving next day. She urged residents to report badly parked cars. 
4
Matter arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 

4.1
SC reported that he had difficulty contacting the Royal Artillery Association (RAA) regarding their participation in the secular remembrance ceremony we planned for Sunday 12 November (Remembrance Sunday) at the war memorial in Redhall Park. Meanwhile he attended the Open Day of the Army Reserve Centre in Redhall View on 30 September and spoke to Captain Affleck of 51 Signals, who attended with troops last year, bringing a piper. Capt Affleck revealed that his troops were not available on Remembrance Sunday because they were engaged elsewhere. But he would willingly attend as usual on Saturday 11 November. When SC eventually heard from RAA and informed them of the change to Sunday, they indicated their preference for Saturday, for which they were seeking a minister. It then became apparent that the RAA thought that they had started the ceremonies and were determined to maintain them on the Saturday. They suggested that LCC could hold its ceremony on Remembrance Sunday. SC suggested that, in view of this confusion and perhaps misunderstanding, LCC withdraw from participation in the Saturday ceremony, leaving its arrangements to the RAA. LCC can then hold its ceremony on Remembrance Sunday. This was agreed. 

5
Planning and development
5.1
An amendment to the application to redevelop the Westside Motors site as student flats was published on the Planning Portal on 21 Sep and LCC was invited to comment by 12 Oct. SC had circulated a proposed response and sought approval to submit to Planning. This was agreed.
5.2 
SC reported that, due to problems with utility companies, the flats in Inglis Green Road for The Hillcrest Housing Association will not now be handed over until January/February.  

6
Meetings attended

none

7
Environmental matters

7.1
SC drew attention to the EN report (28 Sep) that the City Council had rejected a motion by Cllr Laidlaw to establish a task-force to tackle the growing graffiti problem. His motion had been seconded by one of our councillors, Cllr Johnston (ward 9). However, the podcast of the meeting (see https://edinburgh.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/293926) showed that the matter had not been rejected but had been referred to the Culture and Communities Committee, which is chaired by Cllr Wilson. In fact it should have been referred to the Transport and Environment Committee, whose spokesperson moved the reference motion. SC hoped that this would result in some action from Cleansing on removing graffiti on CEC property in our area. MC suggested that leaving graffiti could also contribute to Edinburgh losing its World Heritage Site status. 
7.2
Still no response from CEC on dealing with water running onto pavement beneath bridges over Inglis Green Road. Concern was expressed about ice forming on pavement if the matter is not resolved before winter. Also there was concern about pedestrians walking into the road to avoid icy pavements. 

8
Treasurer’s report

No transactions since the last meeting, so balance in account remains at £2578.23
9
Duncan Colquhoun prize for pupil
In the absence of Mrs Pearston, this was continued to the next meeting, which she indicated she would be able to attend.
10
Correspondence
10.1
SC reported a notice from CEC’s Licensing Board advising us of an application by the owners of the Kingsknowe Roadhouse to amend access for children and young people (deadline for comment is 12 Oct for a Board meeting on 30 Oct). LCC had no comment to make. 
10.2
Finding that Duncans Gait was not on the City planning map, SC had asked the street naming department to explain. Their reply was that it did not appear because it was not a statutory street name issued by them, although it was their responsibility to do this. Indeed, they claimed that they could find no record of a street so named and that, in any case, such a name did not meet their naming criteria as set out in the Statutory Addressing Charter. They noted that, in 1984, there was an agreement to name a street ‘Duncansgait’ (sic) in Kingsknowe, but that ‘this does not appear to have been progressed as no properties have been addressed into it’. They said that, nowadays, such naming would not be acceptable, first names being reserved for royalty and saints! SC had pointed out to them that the street was so named (actually ‘Duncans Gait’) and sent them photographs. He noted that, although they addressed no properties, Hawmuirside and Kilncroftside both appear on the City planning map. Duncans Gait and Longstone Place, the latter also has no addresses, both appear on the A-Z map of Edinburgh. The inconsistency was confusing.
        SC had not succeeded in finding a photograph of Duncan. A school photograph was suggested.  
11
AOCB
DL suggested that someone from the Resource Centre in Longstone Street be asked to attend and explain their activities, perhaps at the February meeting. 
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