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Longstone Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28 May 2018 at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove.



JA welcomed everyone to the meeting

1
Membership present and apologies

Elected members:

John Allan (Vice-Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Robert Gardiner, Jean Marr, Ann Watt, Margaret Campbell.

Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio:

Cllr Donald Wilson.

In attendance:
PC Kirstie Mauchline (12713).

Public visitors: 4

Apologies for absence were received from elected members Des Laughney and Ros Lennie and from Head Teacher of Longstone Primary School Angela Pearston.

2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 March 2018 were approved. 

3
Police report 
PC Mauchline reported on police activity in our area for the months of March and April 2018. She noted 2 ‘housebreaking with intent’ and 1 attempted housebreaking; 3 assaults in each month; several RTA offences detected and reported, one of drug driving, one stopped drink driving; several thefts, 5 of them shoplifting. An operation to target the recovery of bicycles recovered 32 bikes. Some thefts from motor vehicles by smashing windows. Urged us to secure vehicles and leave no valuables inside unattended. No hate crimes. 11 calls to police from our area, some nuisance calls but most unrelated to crimes. Reminded LCC re draft Policing 2026 Plan out for consultation (see http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/policing-2026/). There were questions about speed of traffic on Kingsknowe Road South and a request for monitoring by police. Kingsknowe Road North has already been monitored. Speed bumps were suggested.
4
Matter arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 
4.1
SC noted that two of the MOD houses in Redhall were being advertised for let. He had asked MP Joanna Cherry to find out what lay behind this, she has written to the minister responsible and is awaiting a response.
5
Memorial ‘outdoor classroom’
SC reported that he and RG had met some landscape gardeners on site over the last few weeks but had not yet obtained estimates for the cost of repairs. He read out an email from AP explaining that the preference of the parents’ group was to restore the seating and make it more of an outdoor classroom (its condition prevents that at present). The children also wanted it restored and suggested a memorial plaque ‘on a bench or tree’. AP’s preference was that the seating be restored but not as a memorial. SC wondered what interest LCC would have in the seating if it ceased to be a memorial to Duncan Colquhoun. The matter is to be reviewed once repair costs were known. AP has advised that she had asked for nominations for the DCMA by 1 June and would arrange for the trophy to be engraved ready for a presentation of the book token on Sports Day 6 June at 2:30pm. DL will make the presentation.
6
Planning and development
6.1
Proposed redevelopment of Westside Motors as student housing. SEPA had withdrawn their objection regarding flooding which should enable the application to be processed, but no indication of that so far. 
6.2
The new flats at 69-97 Inglis Green Road for the Hillcrest Housing Association. SC had now succeeded in getting our notice on all 5 of the notice boards in that development. No future comment on this development. 
6.3
Proposed redevelopment of Blue Goose Country Pub as housing. MC and SC attended a small exhibition in the Water of Leith Visitor Centre on 25 April. Developer is Thistle Property Group who have developments elsewhere in Edinburgh; designers are Scott Hobbs Planning Ltd. Proposal is for 2/3 storey flats. Site is just outwith our boundary but still of interest. 
7
Meetings attended

JA reported on his Canal Group meeting on 16 May, which discussed planning for the anniversary of the canal in about 2 years time and the involvement in this event of schools and local communities. DW announced that Cllr Corbett is officially designated ‘Canal Champion’. Problems with cyclists on towpath were reported and discussed. 
8
Environmental matters

8.1
Level of graffiti remains low but Network Rail still they have to remove graffiti from The Tunnel (between Redhall Park and the canal). The matter of chewing gum was raised again. DW reported that a new graffiti initiative working group had been formed. First meeting had been held and there will be reports on tagging identification, prevention and enforcement, even with CCTV.
8.2
SC had reported water leaking beside the viaduct onto the west Inglis Green Road pavement to CEC on 5 April; awaiting response.
8.3
Children cycling on pavement. SC read email from AP explaining that this matter had been drawn to the attention of school staff and the pupils in P5-7 and children at the school had been given advice. She requested to be informed if the problem reoccurred. Apparently her action has reduced the problem and this matter will not be visited again unless necessary. 

8.4
No reports of fly tipping or rubbish to SC since last meeting.

8.5
SC had circulated the local gritting priorities (map of streets in priority 1) and this was discussed. It was decided to invite representative from CEC to a meeting to discuss the matter.  
9
Councillors’ report

DW reported on speed bumps, complaints regarding Longstone Street, a defibrillator (installed in Redhall School), community policing paid for by CEC (under review) and the new data protection act. DW noted that CEC gives Police Scotland a substantial grant (£2.6m) towards community policing (2 per Ward and 15 general) and that this was being monitored. DW also referred to progress with the Saughton Park restoration.
10
Treasurer’s report
SC reported the following transactions on our account since the last meeting:
23 Mar 18: CEC for room hire

-35.50
10 May 18: website maintenance fee
-29.95
23 May 18: secretary’s expenses

-57.00
23 May 18: auditor’s fee


-60.00
Balance to date


      £2053.59
SC exhibited a scientific calculator found among the former treasurer’s documents (assume to belong to LCC) and offered it for sale. No takers in the meeting, so he will try to sell it.
11
Auditor
Having decided not to engage Frank Hughes again as auditor, SC had asked for suggestions. AW had suggested Crofton Palmer, the auditor of various local Church organisations. Mr Palmer had agreed to act as LCC’s auditor and had thoroughly checked our accounts. SC read a note from Mr Palmer about his background as a former banker and his local connections. SC welcomed this change. 
12
Correspondence

Letter from MP Joanna Cherry dated 14 May 2018. 
13
AOCB
SC reported receiving the email address of the acting head teacher of Redhall School from AP, indicating that she is willing to be contacted at any time by LCC. That address is to be added to the general circulation list. DW referred to Data Protection regulation emphasising that express permission from ‘constituents’ to deal with issues was now compulsory. He also said that the problem of chewing gum would be addressed.

14
The next meeting will be on Monday 11 June 2018 in Longstone Primary School, preceded by the 2018 AGM.
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