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Longstone Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 September 2018 at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove.



DL welcomed everyone to the meeting

1
Membership present and apologies

Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), John Allan (Vice-Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Ann Watt, Jean Marr, Margaret Campbell, Rosalind Lennie (Minutes Secretary).

Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio:

Cllrs Denis Dixon and Ashley Graczyk.

In attendance:
PC Ben Wray (E0519), Colin Groundwater (CEC), Angela Pearston (HT Longstone Primary School)

Public visitors: 5

An apology for absence was received from elected member Robert Gardiner. Rachel Bonnar (Chair/Parent Teachers Council) and Laura Menzies (DHT/Redhall School) both indicated that they were unable to attend.
2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2018 were approved, although JA reported a disagreement between himself and the Secretary over the record of item 5, which he thought should have stated that a meeting would be arranged between representatives of LCC and the school and report back to the next meeting. He said that this was no criticism on RL. 
3
Police report 
PC Wray read from the August report. One housebreaking and 1 attempted; 2 assaults; 1 traffic (failed to stop); thefts—1not paying for fuel; 2 shoplifting alcohol. No hate crimes. 8 calls from ward 7, mainly re ASB by youths. SC asked police to note the disturbances recently caused in the area at the foot of Bogsmill Road (by picnic tables across the stone bridge), where drunken parties run on into the early hours. Main complaint was from the owner of 10 Bogsmill Road, but other houses nearby were also affected. SC asked what the police view was on dealing with this. BW took notes. 
4
Matter arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: none
5
Memorial ‘outdoor classroom’
AP offered to arrange a meeting to discuss the future of the classroom with representatives of LCC (SC to provide email addresses of those reps). AP will find out what contractors can be used for the work (she wanted everyone to be happy with the ultimate decision). JA welcomed this development but asked that the questions of ownership and maintenance of the classroom be determined. AP confirmed that the DCMA would continue with another presentation, if there are nominations, next year. The shield will be exhibited in the school foyer when it is returned by the recipient of the Award. 

The matter of fly-tipping beside Hawmuirside, but on school land, reported by SC to the school has been referred by AP to school manager David Loy. There was discussion of the location of this. 
6
Planning and development
6.1
Redevelopment of the Westside Motors (WM) site as student flats. SC reported that this application was approved by CEC’s planning subcommittee on 1 August (only Green Cllrs objecting). DD, a member of the above Subcttee observed that there was no reason to oppose the application and that it seemed better than its present use (LCC had opposed the application as unsympathetic over-development). SC explained that a small parcel of land, owned by CEC, had been sold to the WM owners but with a proviso regarding resale (data from CEC’s Property and Facilities Management section). He exhibited a plan showing the sale plot; it also showed what ground CEC owned in the area (part of the Dell green belt) and an area between the two where the ownership is unknown (he suggested it might be where the sluice supplied Gray’s Mill further downstream). He was unhappy that development was proceeding on land where the ownership is not known. Asked about the unregistered applicant (‘Lanark Road Living Ltd’) he reported that they were committing no crime as long as they did not trade. But entering into a contract would constitute trading. He was monitoring the situation. 
6.2
Demolition of existing Roadhouse at 195 Kingsknowe Road North and construction of 10 townhouses with gardens, car parking and a gatehouse. SC explained the proposal and exhibited documents. When he last looked at the Planning Portal there had been 122 objections and only 1 comment in support. The leaseholder running the Roadhouse (Tracy Robertson) explained that she only heard about the application a few days before. She explained how she had refurbished the building and its environment and claimed that local people want it retained. SC thought the proposal better than the previous proposal for flats but that it was unimaginative and unsympathetic to its surroundings. Town houses are out of place in the suburbs. It was agreed that he should draft an objection from LCC expressing, inter alia, regret at the loss of a valued amenity that the proposal would mean. 
7
Meetings attended

DL reported on meetings of the Hailes Quarry Park Steering Group which he had attended on our behalf (9 May and 1 Aug). The Park is used by various organisations during the summer: ‘dementia living in the open air’; wild flowers, identifying fungi and birds, observing the moon. There had been a problem with the ‘wetland’ (dry most of the summer); water supply required. The iron bird table was a disappointment. Solutions to these problems are being sought. JA had reported our concern re speeding cyclists on the towpath to the Canal Community Action Group. 
8
Environmental matters

8.1
SC reported on the existential problem of graffiti (18 examples on our website). He had to deal with many different owners: Royal Mail/Virgin Media/Openreach/Network Rail/Scottish Canals/Lothian Buses/ and CEC. Graffiti on private property required the cooperation of the owners; sometimes ignored. Lately graffiti along Longstone Rd/Inglis Green Road; some cleaned off by NR. Offensive graffiti in Sainsbury’s car park cleaned off by them. Fly-tipping already dealt with under item 5.  
8.2
Gritting. CG explained CEC’s policies on the matter—now using MetOffice thermal mapping to show where gritting is needed. 1400 km of roads and 300 km of pavements being gritted each winter. Discussion centred around the lack of gritting on the hills of Redhall Crescent and Redhall Gardens. Lack of staff a problem. Bus routes are a priority; also medical centres, schools, etc. Plan to introduce use of brine instead of grit on cycle ways. People should use grit in grit bins where necessary (takes 3 weeks to fill up the bins). Comment was made that residents used to clean the pavement outside their homes. CG circulated a map of the pavement gritting routes, although it is now OOD (replaced by thermal mapping).
9
Councillors’ report

DD reported inspecting Hawmuirside for fly-tipping; there was discussion about the future of the part of the school site that extended to the path. Not thought to be used by children. He announced a meeting in Sainsbury’s at 11am on 24 Sep regarding a community alcohol project. AG was trying to locate the owner of the paved area between Scotmid’s fence and the pavement (needs tidying up). Could it have bicycle racks installed or some other use?  Also mentioned the Big Heart Project in the area. 
10
Treasurer’s report
SC explained that, when he reported to the last meeting, he was not aware that we had received the grant from CEC 10 days earlier. On 1 June we received £697.64, a £50 drop on the previous year. On 26 Jun we had to pay CEC for room hire (-£71). So balance on date of the meeting was £2680.23.
11
Correspondence
SC reported receipt of advice from the 20mph Team about a new online toolkit of activities and resources to help communities spread the word about ‘calmer speeds’. See http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/20mphtoolkit/
12
AOCB
None
13
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 8 October 2018 in Longstone Primary School. 
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