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Longstone Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8 October 2018 at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove.



DL welcomed everyone to the meeting

1
Membership present and apologies

Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), John Allan (Vice-Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Ann Watt, Jean Marr, Robert Gardiner, Margaret Campbell, Rosalind Lennie (Minutes Secretary).

Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio:

Cllr Denis Dixon.

In attendance:
PC James Baillie (627)
Public visitors: 5

An apology for absence was received from Angela Pearston (Head Teacher)
2
The Minutes of the meeting held on 10 Sep 2018 were approved.
3
Police report 
PC Baillie commented from the September police report, which focused on housebreakings (2; 1 person caught), drugs (more detected) and alcohol, and violent crime (16 assaults). 9 road traffic offences. 21 thefts. No hate crimes. 5 people arrested for carrying knives. 2 cases of sub-letting fraud. 1 unlicensed airgun seized. JB emphasised how good lighting and CCTV helps catch housebreakers. Number of calls not reported. JB suggested we advertise the fact that police will visit to advise on home security (no charge). Questions were about whether drug offences were based on a particular house (no); cold calls and scams.
4
Matter arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: report that Westside Motors will cease trading in November.

5
Memorial ‘outdoor classroom’
SC reported that he and DL had met with AP on 4 Oct (RG was unable to attend). AP would like the matter to be progressed but thought it best to employ only a CEC-approved contractor (Mr Burns is not approved—SC explained that he refuses to do so after previous experience with CEC). She was seeking quotations. The only one received so far was for £6221, although it included some work outwith the classroom. JA again raised question of ownership and future maintenance (SC will press for that to be clarified). SC pointed out that the landscape gardener who erected it was probably not CEC-approved. DD will investigate this matter. AP wanted to know if LCC would approved capping the planters (undecided). She had agreed that children could maintain planting. It was agreed that LCC could pay half of a reasonable quotation for the work. 
6
Planning and development
6.1
Demolition of existing Roadhouse at 195 Kingsknowe Road North and construction of 10 townhouses with gardens, car parking and a gatehouse. SC reported that there had been 147 public comments on the planning portal: 146 objecting and 1 in favour, although that 1 was a mistake. SC was trying to get a response from the planning officer involved but the deadline for determination was 16 October. 
6.2
SC reported an application to alter the Cross Keys pub for use as flats, 2 in the main building and 2 more in an outbuilding. Some believe that, because the applicant is Chinese, the building will become a Chinese restaurant or takeaway. It was reported that a large extract fan has been installed to pub wall. Neighbours unhappy. No decision to object.
7
Meetings attended

DL reported upcoming meetings re Hailes Quarry Park wetland. He will speak to Craig Dunlop re graffiti. JA had repeated our concern re cyclists on the canal towpath to the Canal Community Action Group; he will report back on that matter. 
8
Environmental matters

8.1
SC reported that the fly tipping on school ground just off Hawmuirside was not yet dealt with. 
8.2
SC had a problem identifying the ownership of some street cabinets (some carrying graffiti), which turned out to belong to CEC (street lighting). The matter of graffiti on the gable of a house adjoining Duncan’s Gait was discussed. The elderly owner had arranged to have graffiti painted over (several times) and was inclined not to bother again. SC had discussed this with him and was encouraging him to persist. SC wanted LCC to agree that we could offer help if needed. He would report back on the matter. Suggestion that the community payback team be asked to deal with graffiti.
9
DD reported on the Community Alcohol Project meeting in Sainsbury’s on 24 Sep. He encouraged LCC to send a representative to the next meeting. JA asked re recycling.
10
Treasurer’s report by SC: wreath for remembrance ceremony on 11 November, which he trailed, bought on 1 Oct (£34), so balance down to £2646.23. This meant that the balance in the account is now £1252 more than the maximum amount recommended by CEC. SC wondered how to reduce this if it could not be used for the outdoor classroom. Give to charities (DD said not allowed)? 
11
SC had received communication from Royal Mail re scam mail (poster now on notice board). [National Trading Standards has a website re this: https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/]. 
12
AOCB: SC reported being informed re an accident about 4 Sep (~4:15pm) beside the golf club where a car hit a kerb and a wheel came off narrowly missing two schoolchildren. This relates to traffic speed on Lanark Road, where there has been a call for the limit to be reduced. SC thought there was a case for dropping the limit to 30 at least north of the junction with Kingsknowe Road South. AW reported hearing that the limit may be reduced to 30. 
13
Next meeting scheduled for Monday 12 Nov 2018 in the School. 
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