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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 March 2019 at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove.


DL welcomed everyone to the meeting

1
Attendance and apologies

Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Jean Marr, Rosalind Lennie (Minutes Secretary).

Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

none

In attendance

PC Jamie Baillie; Angela Pearston (Head Teacher) 
Public visitors: 3
Apologies for absence were reported from Cllr Andrew Johnston, Margaret Campbell, Bob Gardiner and Ann Watt.
2
Co-option of Mr Alan Gordon
Alan explained that he is a local resident of 20 years with 2 children at the school. He works for South West Edible Estates as a community engagement officer, constructing neighbourhood garden food growing hubs which are used as platforms for delivering further change. SWEE support communities wishing to make better use of their local green space.  SC proposed that he be co-opted and this was agreed nem con. 
3
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 February 2019 were approved and adopted.
4
Police report for February 2019
PC Baillie read from the February report. He noted 2 housebreakings; 16 reports of assault (mainly domestic and alcohol fuelled); 2 road traffic incidents; 5 reports of theft; no hate crimes. There were 229 calls to police (10 were nuisance calls). There were 52 crime reports. The local policing team continue to tackle ASB in various locations throughout the area. No cuts are expected in our area. SC asked about a report of an RTC on Lanark Rd by Kingsknowe Road South (JB did not know of it). Parking was still a problem. SC reported the loss of part of the exhaust of his car and wondered if it had anything to do with thefts of catalytic converters for the valuable palladium (JB did not know of any reports in the area but explained that precious metal thefts were now deterred by the requirement that all scrap merchants only pay by cheque to identified recipients). Other queries were about drones and laser pens. 
5
Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 
none
6
Memorial ‘outdoor classroom’
AP reported that she had received authorisation to allow LCC to proceed with the renovation using our chosen contractor. It was accepted that future maintenance would be the school’s responsibility. SC wanted reassurance that children will not be allowed to play on the classroom. It was agreed that a new plaque could be attached after the renovation. AG asked about Duncan Colquhoun and was told [mistakenly] by SC that there was information on our website about his life. AP was asked about the DC memorial trophy award, the shield of which is now back in the trophy cabinet, and also about taking pictures of the children (the consent of parents is required). DL asked about plans for a new high school in the area (no plans known).
7
Grays Mill
SC reported that, as agreed at the last meeting, an application for funding for an information board had been submitted. However it had been rejected because we had not identified a site for the board or obtained permission to erect it. To progress the matter, SC chose to plan for a site on the back of pavement near the bus shelter outside Sainsbury’s. To accomplish this the approval of the road team would be necessary, who asked for much more detail, including consultation with public utility companies. SC had consulted but thought that both electricity and telephone cables run along that pavement. He is waiting for the chosen contractor to meet him to examine the site. He was not optimistic about this site being practical. He had approached Sainsbury’s but had been rejected. Neither Sainsbury’s nor Bookers own their sites and he was trying to contact the sites’ owners. There was a suggestion that the board could be mounted on the boundary fence but that would probably be in Sainsbury’s lease. SC was encouraged to pursue this matter and report back. 
8
Planning and development
8.1
Kingsknowe Roadhouse: SC reported that this application is still awaiting assessment. All he could ascertain is that there is a backlog of work in the planning department but he thought that it had been put aside because a decision was too difficult. 

8.2
HMO on Lanark Rd. Still awaiting assessment. SC explained that a licence would be required to operate as an HMO. There had still been no objections to the application.
8.3
Cross Keys. No activity noticed regarding conversion to flats. Like other buildings in that area it is listed by HES. 

9
Meetings attended by LCC officers

DL reported that he had organised a Birdwalk in HQPark for 24 April. 
10
Environmental matters
AP reported that Michael Miller was arranging to remove fly-tipped material on school ground (costing CEC £1100). 

SC reported that CEC’s Graffiti Action Plan had been discussed at a meeting of the Culture and Communities Committee (Chaired by Cllr Wilson) on 29 Jan 2019, where the proposal was approved making use of the community payback scheme for the removal of graffiti. Cllr Wilson had told SC that the relevant committee is Transport and Environment (one of our cllrs. Cllr Key, is on that committee). SC welcomed this development and hoped that it would simplify the problem he faced in reporting graffiti. He has to deal with 6 different public utility companies and 5 different CEC departments (the latter try to pass responsibility to each other). He was asked about some particular painted patches of walls where Network Rail had painted over graffiti.
11
Councillor’s reports

none
12
Treasurer’s report 
SC reported paying £35.50 on 13 Feb to the church for hire of a room and £16.79 on 20 Feb for renewal of the registration of our website. Balance to date £2315.00.
13
Correspondence
SC reported being advised about a major road closure for resurfacing on part of Longstone Road and part of Kingsknowe Road North from Monday 18 March for 4 weeks. There will be 2-way temporary traffic lights on Longstone Rd and diversions will be signposted. He thought it advisable to try to avoid driving through the area for the next few weeks. 
He also reported receiving notice from the Chief Inspector of Police Scotland in SW Edinburgh calling for comment on their 10-year strategy. To take part in the consultation go to https://consult.scotland.police.uk/consultation/2019shape.
14
AOCB.
SC reported hearing of house intruder alarms being triggered by the new LED street lights. The street lighting department is aware of this problem and ask those affect to contact them with details so that adjustments can be made.

SC also reported the removal of 2 litter bins on Lanark Road, apparently because they were not much used. 
15
Next meeting will be arranged for 13 May in the school.
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