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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 June 2019 at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School, Redhall Grove.



JA welcomed everyone to the meeting

1
Attendance and apologies

Elected members:

John Allan (Vice chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Rosalind Lennie (Minutes Secretary), Bob Gardiner, Jean Marr, and Margaret Campbell.

Co-opted members
Alan Gordon
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllr Ashley Graczyk (part)
In attendance

Jessica Clack (assistant to Cllr Graczyk)(part)
Public visitors: 4

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Andrew Johnston and Denis Dixon. Apologies also received from Des Loughney (Chair) and PC Jamie Baillie.
2
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 May 2019 were approved and adopted subject to an amendment regarding Lily Campbell.

3
Police report for May  2019

Although he was unable to attend due to operation duties, JB had sent a note to SC and the latter read from that. 78 crimes were reported of which 40 were ‘detected’. 354 calls were received, although these probably came from a wider area, 18 of which were public nuisance calls. 2 housebreakings to commercial premises. 19 thefts; 4 ‘detected’. 11 assaults; 6 ‘detected’. No hate crimes. 5 road traffic incidents; all ‘detected’. 2 drivers caught over drink drive limit and 1 person caught with a knife in a public place. 
4
Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 
SC reported that no facilities for those with hearing loss were available in Redhall School. Mobile loop systems are available (free from DeafAid but only for use in the home). There was a suggestion that LCC pay for such equipment but SC thought that unnecessary. He had located himself nearer to other members to hear them better. The matter was to be discussed at the next meeting. Cost of mobile loops?
5
Memorial ‘outdoor classroom’
SC reported the completion and erection of the new plaque, photos of which had been circulated to members. His only concern now was to get the weeds killed off. Mr Hill is dealing with the problem. 

Sports day had been postponed due to bad weather and was rescheduled for 24 June. The school had decided to award the DCMA prize to 3 pupils who had raised money for the Sick Kids Hospital. The award would be made on sports day, probably by DL. It was agreed to supply 3 book tokens at £20 each for the presentation. 

6
Grays Mill
SC had not been able to contact Cllr Wilson but hoped to do so shortly. Because we still have an interest in the site of the Jacobite encampment, mainly occupied by Sainsbury’s and Bookers, he reported that Bookers closed on 24 May. It was not known what would happen to the Bookers building, owned by J Smart & Co.  
7
Planning and development

7.1
Kingsknowe Roadhouse: Nothing to report because it will not be discussed by the D&MSC until August.

7.2
Proposal to turn 93 Lanark Rd into an HMO. Still awaiting assessment. 

7.3
Other planning and development matters. 
We still await a response from the Transport section regarding what work was done on a proposed pedestrian/cyclist bridge across the river behind Sainsbury’s. FOI request submitted. 


SC reported an application to convert 51-53 Lanark Road (Slateford House incorporating the Chalmers Memorial Hall) into flats. His main concern was the destruction of the Hall by building two stories of flats inside it. He outlined the characteristics and history of the Hall (details of the proposal and photos of the interior and the bronze plaque of David Chalmers had already been circulated). He suggested that the Hall should be made available for public use as originally intended and that LCC should object strongly to the proposal. He noted that there were already 6 public objections on the Planning Portal. Historic Environment Scotland is a consultee but only on grade B buildings and so was not able to give a view about the Chalmers Hall. HES has commented on Slateford House (Grade B). Frances Walker of WalkerSlater, who occupy the old Slateford Church, objected to the loss of daylight to the Church due to a proposed extension. They would be objecting. The potential of the Memorial Hall was noted and a right to buy was mooted. It was agreed that LCC should object.
8
Meetings attended by LCC officers
none
9
Environmental matters

SC still dealing with graffiti on various properties. He reported noting that some other person was painting over graffiti. AG has seen this person, also picking up litter. He was asked to try to contact him. 
10
Councillor’s reports

Cllr Graczyk reported action on various matters: speed of traffic on Kingsknowe Road North (speed cameras or speed signs suggested); flat conversion on Redhall Drive; broken fence by flats in Inglis Green Road repaired; broken sewer at Scotmid fixed; lighting in Longstone Park; debate with Cllrs 20 June (6:30pm in City Chambers); speed limit on Lanark Rd by Kingsknowe Road South junction.
11
Treasurer’s report 
Payment to Nicholas Hill (gardener) on 14 May............................................-692.00
Payment to Spanglefish for website hosting on 14 May...............................  -29.95
Payment to Specialized Signs for plaque on outdoor classroom on 14 May.  -60.00
Balance to date... 







£1191.98
12
Correspondence

Letter from NHS Lothian re alteration to the practice area of the Polwarth Medical Practice (Tollcross Health Centre, Ponton Street). Old area extended into Longstone but now reduced. 


Invitation to have our say on plans to improve Edinburgh (Edinburgh City Centre Transformation Project). 15 June in the Hawthornden Court at the National Museum of Scotland, Chambers St, 10am-5pm. See www.edinburghcitycentre.info.


Request from South West Neighbourhood Office to nominate someone to represent us on the group that assesses community grants. AG volunteered. 
13
AOCB.


SC reported that work was starting on demolishing the brick Palladin bin stores in Kingsknowe Place and Kingsknowe Court (and Longstone Street?). Lily Campbell spoke to this. The stores will be replaced by fenced compounds for wheelie bins. Drying greens are also being refurbished. It was suggested that this should have had planning permission but it was recognized that it was now too late for that. We could complain later if it turned out unsatisfactory. Cllr Graczyk was asked to take an interest in this matter. 

AG reported a suggestion on Facebook about holding galas again To be discussed at a future meeting.


Lily Campbell reported cars obstructing the pavement and parking on grass areas. Report to police. Also problem with tarmac on canal path (JA would investigate). 
14
Next meeting will be arranged for 12 August in the school.

SC/12jun19
[Item 14 in error as the next meeting is for 9 September]
[approved and adopted at the LCC meeting on 9 Sep 2019]

