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Longstone Community Council

Approved and adopted minutes of the Zoom meeting held on Monday 8 February 2021 at 7:30 pm. 


DL welcomed everyone to the meeting

1 Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Rosalind Lennie, Margaret Campbell, Alan Gordon. 
Co-opted members
John Allan (ViceChair), Lily Campbell (by telephone). 
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllr Denis Dixon 
In attendance

Rev Sam Torrens; Sam Findlay taking notes for Cllr Graczyk.
Public visitors
1
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Graczyk and Fullerton. 
2
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14 December 2020 were approved and adopted.
3 Police crime report
SC reminded that police will be circulating a periodic newsletter to community councils. He will distribute any and include them in minutes. 
4 Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
SC reported that Scottish Water is still working on the sewer running through Colinton Dell. 
5 Planning and development

5.1
Kingsknowe Roadhouse redevelopment as housing: 
No update. 
5.2
Student flats in Slateford (site of Westside Motors): no activity.

5.3
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
SC reported Ballantines now selling flats but an enquiry by MC indicated that they are not yet ready for inspection. Our concern is regarding the fate of the David Chalmers memorial plaque in the Memorial Hall. 
5.4
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 


Awaiting planning application. 

6
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC

6.1
MC on ReDrawing Edinburgh. 
The project continues and there are to be several new presentations from now until May. These are detailed in a Provisional Activity Timeline for 2021 and will include our Longstone one on the Redhall Walled Garden (a copy has been emailed to you). 
7
Environment 
7.1
Traffic congestion in Redhall Grove:  
Still waiting for CEC’s proposals. 
7.2
Graffiti : 


SC reported 24 examples on our website. 2 are in Colinton Dell and one is on Knockhillbraehead; the owners are aware and promise to take remedial action when practical. At present CEC seems disinclined to remove graffiti on its own property.
7.3
Prison Path:  
Burnside still closed off with no one taking up any idea about bypassing it temporarily. SC tried in vain to get a response from the engineers for the Jaflong building. Remedial work on the Longstone Inn has been done but any further work is suspended during lockdown. 
7.4
Flooding in Redhall Park (The Tunnel): 
SC explained how the flooding of the subway is linked to the flooding of Redhall Park in the summer, all the water coming from a drain (culvert) which begins in the subway itself. Parks had attempted to empty the subway but their pump got blocked. They will attempt to find the gulley that should be at the bottom of the subway, draining (SC thinks) into the mystery drain. Meanwhile he shared a picture of the lower end of The Tunnel path just south of the subway and explained that it showed what he now realised is water emerging from the ground and running down into the subway (the reason it is flooded). He deduced that the water comes from a spring long thought to be the source of the water running in the drain. Evidently the spring catchment, probably built 200 years ago with the canal, has leaked. He has tried to convince Parks that this is the case and get them to solve the problem, probably by excavating the spring catchment. 
     Parks alleged that Active Travel (AT) have no plans to ‘formalise’ The Tunnel route via the subway. This is correct but AT will consider this as part of a review of such routes. They say that at present it is not registered as a public right of way although it may have been at one time. 
  

7.5
Land ownership: 


SC explained the results he had received from Registers of Scotland regarding The Tunnel land. They had to look back to the older Register of Sasines for any records, which don’t include maps. These records (21 pages) cover the years 1935 to 1968, the last entries being about the then South of Scotland Electricity Board getting permission from a certain J A Inglis to build a substation in The Tunnel path (the substation is still there and in use). On the whole the land involved appeared to be part of the Redhall Estate, presumably once owned by John Alexander Inglis. 
     Separately SC had asked Active Travel about the land. The latter then passed on 20 pages of land records from CEC’s Estates Dept. These concerned the acquisition in 1934 by the then City District Council of the land for Redhall Park from Edinburgh’s former Parish Council. One document concerned the right of access to Redhall Park from Lanark Road but the only such access is in fact The Tunnel path (a map shows the path via the subway). The lawyers involved in these matters had both been absorbed by existing legal firms, whom SC had approached. Neither has made any helpful response. However, whoever still owns the Redhall Estate must own The Tunnel path.
    SC had suggested to CEC that it acquire The Tunnel ground but he received no response. In any event, the Parks Dept accept their responsibility to maintain the path. LCC agreed to support SC in his effort to get progress on this matter.
7.6
Floating bus stops/cycle lanes
SC noted that remarking had been started on Lanark Rd, with cycle lanes each side plus a parking area outwith the northern cycle lane, eastwards from the footbridge. He could not imagine who would want to park a car in that area. He was not aware of any attempt so far to start remarking Longstone Road/Inglis Green Road. DD reported receiving a few complaints regarding Inglis Green Road but was aware of complaints all over the City. MC wondered why money was spent on this and not on fixing potholes elsewhere. SC asked DD about a vesting day but he got no answer. DD was further asked about double yellow lines and emergency powers. There was a long discussion.
7.7
Water of Leith bridges in Colinton Dell
SC had no update on this matter. CEC is seeking funding for replacing the bridges.
8
Councillor’s report(s)
Councillor Dixon said that he had received some comments about Longstone Road/Inglis Green Road but the majority of comments related to Lanark Road. DL asked about CEC’s budget.

9
Treasurer’s report 

SC reported paying the fee to Registers of Scotland on 30 Dec (£24), to the Information Commissioner for our licence on 4 Jan (£40) and to Namesco for renewal of our website domain on 29 Jan (£19.99). Balance to date £1622.76. He was still due expenses of £29.65 which he will get paid shortly. One £100 cheque has still not yet been presented. 
10
Correspondence


none

11
AOCB.


It was agreed that, in view of its deteriorating condition, the photo of the Burke & Hare carving beside the canal should be removed from our website.
12
Next meeting was agreed for 8 March 2021 via Zoom. 
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