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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the Zoom meeting held on Monday 13 December 2021 at 7:30 pm. 



DL welcomed everyone to the meeting

1 Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Alan Gordon, Ros Lennie and Margaret Campbell.
Co-opted members
John Allan (Vice Chair)
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllr Denis Dixon
In attendance
none

Public visitors

5

Apologies were received from Lily Campbell and Maria Mcdonald.
3 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8 November 2021 were approved 
and adopted.
4 Police crime report
none.

5 Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
4.1
Report on Burnside closure
The closure and the proposed sale of the adjoining buildings was discussed without resolution. SC asked DD for clarification regarding the views of engineers Harley Haddow and the involvement of Mr Altaf Mohammed. The question was raised as to whether or not Burnside and the Prison Path is a registered right-of-way.
4.2
HQP litter pick
SC reported that this found little other than two burned-out motor bikes (reported to police) and a burned-out supermarket trolley.
5
Planning and development

5.1
Student flats in Slateford on the former Westside Motors site: 
No change to ongoing demolition

5.2
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
Conversion proceeding

5.3
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 
Still awaiting planning application which may be received near the end of this year or the beginning of next. SC will consult members when this happens.
6
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC
none
7
Environment 
7.1
Redhall Grove traffic control scheme:  
SC reported that spaces-for-people were conducting a school travel plan review across schools in the City and that Longstone Primary School will be in the first phase (of schools that have spaces-for-people measures already).  The School will be contacted  to begin the process with a survey aimed at parents, carers, staff and pupils. They aim to find out if the school streets type measures implemented have made it easier for parents at the beginning and end of the school day. They claim that restricting traffic at the gates makes it safer for pupils who walk, scoot or cycle to school, providing them with a safe arrival area. SC noted that LCC is not a consultee. AG noted that some parents still drive into Redhall Grove, ignoring the restrictions. 
7.2
Graffiti: 
SC reported disappointment that Network Rail refuses to remove graffiti on its property and won’t allow him to do so.

7.3
Subway under the Canal and The Tunnel ownership:
No progress on ownership, nor any on the drainage problem. AG mentioned a problem with drainage in Redhall Park.
7.4
Cycle lanes and floating parking (Lanark Rd and Inglis Green Rd)
There was discussion relating to an online consultation regarding the Longstone Rd/Inglis Green Rd corridor on 30 Nov, which JA attended. One of the issues was parking problems. SC read out a response from police re speeding on Lanark Rd. The camera enforcement unit will give some attention to the matter but vehicle-activated signs (VAS) are a matter for CEC. SC had asked CEC but got no response. He had also asked for the two remaining ward 9 Cllrs to take up the matter. SC also mentioned the confused speed limit signs in Slateford which he had asked SpacesForPeople to clarify. It was noted that the development of a signalised pedestrian crossing by Kingsknowe Park (street) is now planned for next year, as is adjustment of the floating parking beside the flats opposite Dovecot Park. 
7.5
Community garden
There had been no contact from the person who suggested this garden and no indication yet as to how the matter would proceed without a group to drive it. 
7.6
Lighting on a path across Hailes Quarry Park


SC read out a response from the Parks Officer to the effect that lighting could not be installed until staff become available. However he would keep the matter on file. This was thought an inadequate response considering the difficulty of negotiating the path at night with ice forming on low parts. SC is to pursue the matters of drainage and safety. 
7.7
Outdoor classroom and DC Award


The School Business Manager is waiting for a response from the Parents’ Council (PALS) on what to do with the outdoor classroom. SC awaits a response from the Head Teacher on the DC Award. 
8
Councillors’ report(s)


School Travel Plan for Redhall Grove/Council Tax and rents/AG asked about the closed bridges in Colinton Dell [not in DD’s ward]/DL asked about insulation of council housing (‘retro-fitting’).
9
Treasurer’s report


SC reported the payment on 9 Dec of £1.20 to our new domain holder, one of many monthly payments, leaving a balance of £2028.91. He then explained how there was a need to offload at least £400 so as to reduce our balance by the end of the financial year to no more than twice the value of the annual grant. He referred to his circulated motion to donate £100 to four listed charities and sought LCC’s approval. JA suggested donating to Friends of Hailes Quarry Park and AG suggested Juno and PALS (school parents group). Rev Sam Torrens agreed with donating to Fresh Start and Home for Good and PALS but also mentioned the School Nursery Garden. After debate about payments methods it was agreed to donate to the 4 charities in SC’s motion plus Juno and Friends of Hailes Quarry Park. 
10
AOCB
none
11
Next meeting set for 14 February 2022, by Zoom if a physical meeting in not possible. 
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