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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12 September 2022 at 7:30 pm in Slateford/Longstone Church. 



DL welcomed everyone, commenting on the long time since our previous meeting, the present crisis over the cost of living (subsidies and energy problems). 

1
Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary),  Alan Gordon (Treasurer and Engagement Officer) and Margaret Campbell.
Co-opted members
John Allan (Vice Chair), Will Sturgeon.
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllrs Denis Dixon, Christopher Cowdy, Ross McKenzie and Valerie Walker.
In attendance
Kirsty Swain and Alison Acosta of the After School and Breakfast Club at Longstone Primary School.
Public visitors

none

Apologies were received from Ros Lennie and Lily Campbell.  Also from Cllr Key. Apologies also from PC Andrew Cory, as he was on duty.

3 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 June 2022 were approved 
and adopted.
4 Police crime report
No report
5 Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
none
6 Planning and development

5.1
Student flats in Slateford on the former Westside Motors site: 
No progress.

5.2
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
Work on conversion still proceeding.  MC reported her attempts to get someone in authority to claim and remove for safe keeping the bronze plaque of David Chalmers, which otherwise will end up in one of the flats, at risk of being stolen and melted down. She has so far been unsuccessful.
5.3
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 
Awaiting assessment by planners who so far lack a report from the Traffic Dept. SC noted a report from the City archaeologist which he thought did not address the most remains of the historic Gray’s Farmhouse. Consequently he had forwarded our own report on the matter, but got no reply. There was discussion of what could be done about the lack of a bridge to take Active Travel path T7 over the river. It was agreed that AG should work with Helen from Water of Leith Conservation Trust to pursue the funding option that has opened up. It was also expected that the local councillors should strongly support our endeavours.
5.4
Students flats in Inglis Green Gait


The application is still awaiting assessment by planners. 
5.5
Kingsknowe Roadhouse proposed redevelopment.
SC reported a new approval on behalf of some layout changes. Despite the previous approval, there are no signs of demolition and the Roadhouse seems to enjoy local support and use. He noted that a condition of the planning consent was a Section 75 requirement that the developer (the owner) must pay £71,896 to CEC for education …
6
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC
AG reported attending a meeting of the South West Community Grants Panel that day.
7
Environment 
7.1
Redhall Grove traffic control scheme:  
No update available on the survey.  

7.2
Graffiti: 


SC reported 29 items shown on our website. He continues to try to get them removed.

7.3
Cycle lanes and floating parking (Lanark Rd and Inglis Green Rd)

No change since the June meeting. Existing Lanark Road/Longstone Rd/Inglis Green Rd 'Travelling Safely' schemes will be converted to ETROs as agreed at the latest Transport & Environment Committee meeting. The ETROs will run for 18 months during which a further 6 month consultation will take place and the schemes monitored and evaluated.

7.4
Lighting on a path across Hailes Quarry Park


No word on this matter, even though it would be good to be done before winter. 
7.5
Outdoor classroom and DC Award


The classroom has been made safe and has been used. No response on the DC Award details. 
7.6
Burnside closure
SC explained how the person responsible for the closure of the bridge and consequently the one who could open it is engineer Stephen Knox, Transport Manager – Structures & Flood Prevention in the Place Directorate. The Cllrs for ward 7 had had ongoing meetings with Mr Knox and find that he is looking for a new assessment of the bridge. Mr Knox is also trying to find out what pressure can be put on Lord Morton to get the latter’s action on the matter. 
8
Councillors’ report(s)
Cllr Walker drew attention to the fact that CEC has agreed to provide safe and warm spaces this winter. It is identifying spaces across the city, including community centres and libraries.

9
Treasurer’s report
AG reported the following payments since the last meeting:
14/06/22
Church Hall hire


-35.50
15/06/22
Secretary for expenses

 -49.91

21/06/22
Auditor’s fee


 -60.00


06/07/22
Ionos for domain registration
   -1.20
07/07/22
“



   -2.40
08/07/22
Secretary for expenses

   -0.68
05/08/22
Ionos for domain registration
   -1.20
08/08/22
“



   -2.40
22/08/22
Grant from CEC

             +697.64

07/09/22
Ionos for domain registration
     3.60
Balance to date


            £1035.05
10
AOCB

10.1
The long stone
SC reported that, before the present bridge was built about 90 years ago, people crossed the Murray Burn via a long stone slab fitted on one side with a railing. Longstone is named after this slab and he believes he has identified the slab in the north bank of the Burn beside the footbridge. He has asked AG if he could organise a work party to clear vegetation so that the identification can be confirmed. AG has the matter under consideration.  Various suggestions were made as to what use could be made of the stone slab if it is found.
10.2
Meeting venues
AG had suggested that a meeting could be arranged in the Kingsknowe Golf Club. SC had visited and found the manager willing to let a first floor room for £50. It seats 20-30 people around a u-shaped table. The Club has WiFi throughout. SC thought a meeting on the first floor a deterrent to the public and that the location suffered from being on the periphery of our area. He preferred a central more accessible location like the Church room presently being used. 

10.3  After School and Breakfast Club at Longstone Primary School.

KS explained that the Club at Longstone Primary School will close on 29 September with the result that some people being unable to work or study as they look after their own children. About 60 families are affected. The closure is due to staff resignations, the difficulty of recruiting replacements and the lack of appropriate premises. The Club is run by a 30-year-old charity, parent led with a volunteer management committee of which KS is a trustee. This charity will remain active while it looks for alternatives. Cllr Cowdy said that he would forward Kirsty a copy of a written deputation being presented to Education Committee on Tuesday and put her in touch with a group representing Private Voluntary and Independent nurseries who she may find helpful.
11
Date and venue of next meeting: 10 Oct 22 in Slateford/Longstone Church.
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