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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 October 2022 at 7:30 pm in Slateford/Longstone Church. 



DL welcomed everyone, commenting on the school breakfast club problem, provision of warm places for residents, etc. This provoked a discussion about nurse and care worker shortages and also the threat to close libraries.
1
Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary),  Alan Gordon (Treasurer and Engagement Officer) and Margaret Campbell.
Co-opted members
none
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllrs Ross McKenzie and Christopher Cowdy
In attendance
none

Public visitors

1

Apologies were received from Ros Lennie, Lily Campbell, John Allan and Will Sturgeon.  Also apologies from CEC Cllrs Key, Walker, Dixon and Heap. 

3 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12 September 2022 were approved and adopted.
4 Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
SC reported that Kirsty Swain regretted that she could not attend but had sent him an update on the Longstone After-school & Breakfast Club problem. The management committee is still working on options and next steps. Meanwhile the School is now offering a temporary breakfast club for all the relevant families; this will run between 8 and 8:50am Monday to Thursday. Kirsty will update us again after she has more information to share. She announced that the Club AGM will take place on Sunday 23 Oct from 2-3pm in the Kingsknowe pub function hall. It is open to all. 
5 Planning and development

4.1
Student flats in Slateford on the former Westside Motors site: 
No progress.

4.2
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
Work on conversion still proceeding.  MC had nothing to report regarding the bronze plaque.

4.3
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 
Awaiting assessment by planners who still lack a report from the Traffic Dept. 
4.4
Students flats in Inglis Green Gait


The application is still awaiting assessment by planners. 

4.5
Kingsknowe Roadhouse proposed redevelopment.
SC noted that planning approval for demolition of the Roadhouse and the erection of a row of ‘town houses’ had been granted in August. However, the staff at the Roadhouse dismissed the idea of development and told him that it was not going to happen.
5
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC
none

6
Environment 
6.1
Redhall Grove traffic control scheme:  
No update available on the survey.  

6.2
Graffiti: 


SC reported 29 items shown on our website. He explained how he had dealt with graffiti on the walls of Network Rail’s tunnel under the railway and how sometimes he could remove graffiti from a painted surface. Some graffiti is still difficult to remove and he and WS had been discussing various treatments and he had encouraged WS to get one to try out, especially on a Network Rail wall at the foot of Inglis Green gait opposite Kingdom Hall. SC would particularly like a treatment that would remove graffiti from EE’s various cabinets on Lanark Rd. AG advised that WS had an update on these issues and the latter would contact SC about it shortly.

6.3
Cycle lanes and floating parking (Lanark Rd and Inglis Green Rd), including the question of a controlled crossing by Kingsknowe Park (street)
No change. There was discussion about progress on a controlled crossing
6.4
Lighting on a path across Hailes Quarry Park to Murrayfield Road

 No progress to report but there was discussion.
6.5
Outdoor classroom at the school and DC Award


SC again explained how the classroom structure has been made safe, resulting in our plaque, dedicating to DC’s memory, being buried. He understood that the school would arrange to retrieve it and mount it somewhere visible. He expressed surprise that we still did not have any news on who was awarded the Award or what for and that we had no photo of the presentation. He urged DL to chase the head teacher on the matter. DL agreed to take action. 

6.6
Burnside closure and Longstone Inn
RMcK reported that the matter of the bridge had been discussed at CEC’s T+C Cttee with a motion passed that just required a report including when the bridge would be opened. However, he thought that it would not be opened until a technical assessment was made. He claimed that CEC would not assess the state of a bridge that they don’t own. SC pointed out that CEC had in fact done that already, commissioning AECOM to produce a report in 2018. They knew at that time that they did not own the bridge. SC asked about CEC’s legal dept progress in getting answer from Lord Morton about ownership. SC explained that he had pointed out to the Cllrs in ward 7 that, even if Lord Morton owned the bridge (not admitted yet), Dalmahoy Estates will claim that they don’t own the south abutment or the adjoining wall, the state of which appears to be of concern to engineers. Consequently enquiries should be made as to who owns the abutment and adjoining wall.

SC then explained how he was bothered by the fact that LCC did not know who had bought the Longstone Inn. Then he realised that he could get the details of the sale from Registers of Scotland by paying a fee. He did that, paid £3.60 and got the names and address of the new owner. He is Hesham Gawdat Elsayed Tobar, living at an address in Dunfermline. It seems that he owns a development company. SC wrote to him on 28 Sep and got an email reply. Mr Tobar is cooperative and helpful. SC asked if he knew anything about the disappearance of the ‘Burnside’ name plate that used to be fixed to the side of the Inn. He didn’t know. 
7
Councillors’ reports
CC reported on the problem of closed bridges in Colinton and Craiglockhart Dells. Two are expected to be repaired in this financial year. He wondered if a public meeting involving all the community councils involved would be helpful. SC suggested that there would be little interest from most community council members but he couldn’t speak for the community. A meeting in the Water0fLeith Centre was suggested. RMcK spoke about the 2030 City plan insofar as it covered student housing across the City. There will be a limit on the proportion of studio flats, encouraging developers to provide accommodation that could become residential if the number of students falls.
8
Treasurer’s report
AG reported only one transaction since the last meeting: £45 fee for hire of the Session Room in Slateford/Longstone Church. Balance now = £990.05.
9
AOCB

9.1
The long stone
SC expressed appreciation of the work done to expose a large section of the ‘long stone’, albeit only ~3.5 m of it. There must be another section of about 1.5 m; perhaps someone could look for it. He suggested that the part found could make a good seat although he estimated that it weighs ~1.7 t. Consequently he had found that moving the stone by crane across Longstone Road to a suitable site near the junction with Kingsknowe Road North would cost about £2000 (estimate from Bernard Hunters). 

9.2
Remembrance
SC noted that Remembrance Sunday was the day before our next meeting and expected that we would hold a ceremony as usual and lay a wreath at the war memorial. He hoped that all LCC members would attend. 
9.3
Murals
AG had asked mural artist Chris Rutherford about the cost of decorating the Redhall Park pavilion, presently covered in graffiti. He is waiting for an estimate.

10
Date and venue of next meeting: 14 November 2022 in Slateford/Longstone Church.



SC/12oct22
