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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14 November 2022 at 7:30 pm in Slateford/Longstone Church. 



DL welcomed everyone including two visitors, one a policeman. He then explained how he had been part of a deputation from Edinburgh Trade Union Council to the Edinburgh Integration Joint Board concerned about the crises in health care and fuel poverty. He explained the cause of the care crisis and the consequences of the crises in general.
1
Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary),  Alan Gordon (Treasurer and Engagement Officer) and Margaret Campbell
Co-opted members
Will Sturgeon,  John Allan
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

None
In attendance
PC Andy Cory (PSOS)

Public visitors

1

SC noted the resignation of Ros Lennie and explained why she did so. He also reported apologies from Lily Campbell and explained her situation, warning that her death or resignation would cause LCC to have to close because its membership would fall below the minimum required. He appealed to members to try to recruit new members to stave off closure. He then recorded apologies from Cllrs Walker, McKenzie, Dixon, Heap and Cowdy. There was a general discussion about getting new members and several suggestions were made by various members. SC urged AG to put a notice on the Facebook page pointing out the problem and appealing for new members.
2
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 October 2022 were approved and adopted.
3
Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
SC reported attending the AGM of the Longstone After-School and Breakfast Club and that he had circulated the minutes of that meeting. He noted that the Club would have to close at the end of March but that another organisation should be able to take over. 
4
Police report
PC Cory explained that this is his first visit to a community council. He is one of a few community officers allocated to SW Edinburgh and that his beat covers LCC. He outlined the issues police have deal with recently and gave some security advice. Police will man stalls where possible, giving advice. He gave some advice to the meeting. AG asked about policing in Redhall Grove. Walking bus was mentioned. 

4
Planning and development

4.1
Student flats in Slateford on the former Westside Motors site: 
SC had tried in vain to contact the owner/developer. He will keep trying.
4.2
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
Work on conversion still proceeding.  
4.3
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 
Awaiting assessment by planners who still lack a report from the Roads Dept. 

4.4
Students flats in Inglis Green Gait


The application is still awaiting assessment by planners (also awaiting a report from Roads). An updated noise report was noted.
5
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC
DL noted how the wreath-laying ceremony went the day before. 15 people had attended, inc. 4 LCC members. Concern was expressed re the condition of the memorial.
6
Environment 
6.1
Redhall Grove traffic control scheme:  
No update available on the survey. AG commented. 

6.2
Graffiti: 


SC reported work done by WS and his team removing graffiti from EE/Hurchinsion3 cabinets on Lanark Road. This remains to be finished. 
WS intends to tackle the graffiti on a wall at the foot of Inglis Green Gait. Other graffiti was mentioned, some of which WS will tackle. 

6.3
Cycle lanes and floating parking (Lanark Rd and Inglis Green Rd), including the question of a controlled crossing by Kingsknowe Park (street)
No change. AG referred to the relevant TRO. Concern was expressed about the lack of the promised controlled pedestrian crossing on grounds of safety.
6.4
Lighting on a path across Hailes Quarry Park to Murrayburn Road


Cllr McKenzie met with Parks officers when it was suggested that there may be upcoming work to develop a framework for prioritisation of lighting requests. He is seeking clarity on the matter from the Service Director.
6.5
Outdoor classroom at the school and DC Award


Still waiting for school to retrieve our identification plate and refix. DC Award details now known and published. MC mentioned ‘Local Heroes’.
6.6
Burnside closure and Longstone Inn
Cllr McKenzie has pushed for an update on this to be provided to the TE Cttee. SC had separate confirmation from Stephen Knox that he is arranging for the update to be available for the 2 Feb TEC meeting. External searchers have been appointed to find the owner of the bridge.
      Street Naming section of CEC thought the lost ‘The Burnside’ nameplate was not erected by CEC but they could provide a replacement but only in pressed aluminium.

     SC reported a note from Peter Hawkins, a Stenhouse resident, who has an interest in The Burnside path, which he regularly strims. PH suggested a team could cut vegetation, pick litter and maintain the path. 

     SC explained how, only lately, did he think to look up ‘The Burnside’ in Stuart Harris’s book (he displayed a copy). The name refers to being ‘beside the burn’ even though the ‘burn’ is actually a river. The name goes back to at least 1753, when it appears on Roy’s map, consequently outdating the ‘long stone’ [we don’t know when the ‘long stone’ was put in place as a bridge]. JA reported the existence once of a bookie’s hut behind the Inn.

6.7
The Tunnel Path (ownership)

SC reported that Graeme Gartland of the Head of CEC’s Estates department has experience of transferring unclaimed land via the KLTR to CEC and will take up this matter. JA mentioned the ownership of The Burnside bridge.
7
Councillors’ reports

none
8
Treasurer’s report
Since the last meeting, expenditure has been as follows: 18oct22, £37.40 for the wreath; 18oct22, £45 for room hire; 7nov22, £2.40 to Ionos; 8nov22, £2.40 to Ionos (domain maintenance). Balance now £902.85. 
9
AOCB

9.1
The long stone
SC wished that more could be done to find the remaining section of the stone. There was discussion re moving the stone.
9.2
Murals

The cost of decorating the pavilion in Redhall Park with a mural on all faces, as well as the adjoining container, was discussed. AG is to seek funding from the Community Grant Fund. Meanwhile it was agreed to pay the artist (Chris Rutherford) £500 for a preliminary sketch and get an estimate of cost. DL urged a written contract would be needed for any payment.
9.3
Brian, a visitor, raised 2 concerns regarding Kingsknowe Place, where his mother lives. These concerns are re tree branches, grass cutting and removal of leaves, all a danger to his disabled mother, if not other residents in the sheltered housing there. He showed photographs. He was disappointed that no Cllrs were present but he was urged to get in touch with them. SC offered to put him in touch with the relevant CEC departments. He promised to keep LCC updated with developments.

10
Date and venue of next meeting: 12 December 2022 in Slateford/Longstone Church.
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