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NEW SEASON'S JAMS !
NEW SEASON'S JAMS !!
NEW SEASON'S JAMS !!!

When ordering Jams, tell your Grocer to send you the

CELEBRATED “CROWN” BRAND

only, which is made from pure NEW SHASON’S
FRUIT, and are superior to all other Brands.

POTIER BROTHERS,
SOLE AGENTS,

TOWNSVILLE.
ASK YOUR GROCER- FOR

H. MEDCRAF'S BISCUITS,

THEY ARE THE BEST.

MEDCRAF'S CONFECTIONERY

is of very superior quality.

POTIER BROTHERS,

SOLE AGENTS,
TOWNSVILLE.

THE WONDER OF 1896 IS
COARBINE” TOBACUD,

Absolutely astounding for Quality and Price,
ONE TRIAL WILL. PROVE THE FACT.

T T T

Those who apprecxate a really good smoke should use

i “ PROTECTION " PLUG TOBAGCO,
It is equal to the finest imported, and only about half the price.
POTIER BROTHERS,
SOLE AGENTS,
TOWNSVILLE.




B. ., THOMAS

\X/ishes it to be knewn that he ean supply the

fellowing Nevdspapers, /Meagazines and Periedicals

at the following rates, pest free, payable in advanee,
te any part in Australia, Viz.:

Euglish Newspapers and Magazines, &c., Reyaold’s Weelely,
Lioyd’s, Glasgow W. Muil, Peopld’s Journal, News of the
World, Weekly Sun, Clarwn, Christian Ilald, Musical
Million, Police Budgel, Police News, posted weckly at 15s.
per year

Tit Bits, Answers, Wecekly Telegraph, Pearson’s Weekly,
People’s Friend, Golden Hours, Photos and Sketches, and
many others, posted weekly at 12s. peryear or 3s. per quarter.

Also monthly, Young Ladics’ Jouwrnal, 18s.

Weldow's Ladies’ Jourral, Ys.; Fumily Reader 14s.
(uarterly.

Something lo Lead, Princess, and all other complcte
Novelettes, 10s.

Mrs. Leaches Fashion Books, &e., 15s.

Boys and GQrls Own Papers, 10s. per ycar ; a few of the
Euglish Christinas Numbers left.

Any Newspaper, Magazine or Book required can be
procured from R.H.T.

R. H THOMAS
Has a Large Stock of Comic Papers, Music and Cheap
Reading.

GOUNTRY ORDERS CAREFULLY ATTENDED TO.



ESTABLISHED 1886.

The North Queensland Plumbing Works,
M. BLOOM, Proprietor.

Our Tanks at £4 10s. Cash, can’t be beat in the North for
the price, also Spouting, Roofing, Gasfitting and Manu-
facturing Tinware, at prices which defy competition.

YOU CAN'T MAKE ANY MISTAKE ABOUT THE ADDRESS,

BLOOM’S BLUE SHOP,
FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE.

______ BUSY

Boot a,nd Shoe Merohants
CLOTHIERS,

HATTERS, HOSIERS AN[I MENS MERGERS.

The Oleagest ggmm i the Forth.

First Quality Goodb at Bottom PI'ICC& Country Orders
reccive Prompt Attention.

GOODS SENT BY PARCEL POST.

SHIELDS’ BUSY BHEH,
FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE.




10 BE PUBLISHED SHORTLY,

Price, 1s. 6d.

POST FREE TO. ANY PART OF AUSTRALIA.

“Tthe Bong¢ and Regitationd
OF THE

* fugtralian Bugh,”

Containing such old Favorites as :

“The Old Bark Hut,” ‘“The Old Bullock
Dray,” ‘‘ The Dying Stockman,”
“The Australian Stockman,” ‘‘The Dear
Native Girl,” *“ The Bushman’s

Farewell to Queensland,” &c., &c.,

And about fifty others.

THE WHOLE NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED IN COLLECTED FORM.

Order early from
R. H. THOMAS,
- }BOOKSELLEP\ AND STATIONER, »-

FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE.



To the Public of Townsville and the
Surrounding Districts.

IMPORTANT TO WEARERS'!

J.B.R. Wishes to thank his Customers for the past
favours bestowed on him during the last 16 years in
Townsville, and hopes by strict attention to continue a

fair share of Patronage.

Call in and Inspect the Largest Stock of—

FANCY COATINGS, DIAGONALS, WORSTEDS,
VENETIAN CLOTH, SERGES, GORDS,
FLANNELS, BUCKSKIN, ALSO STOCKINGETTE,

AND

A Great Variety of Tweeds to select from.

All Goods Well Shrunk ; and Good Fit Guaranteed.

SUITS FROM £3 3s. UPWARDS,

J. B. REICHMANN,
TAILOR,

OPPOSITE RAILWAY GOODS SIIED,

FLINDERS STREET WEST, TOWNSYVILLE.



WHALLEY & SON,

FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE,

AND

GILL STREET, CHARTERS TOWERS.

WHOLESALE
GRAIN AND PRODUCH

MERCHANTS,
GOMM[SSION AND FORWARDING AGENTS.

Freshy Supplies of aﬁwhlm by efery Stermer,

You may require your House Painted
and Windows Glazed,

JAMES BELL & CO.

Can Supply you with Paint of any Shade and Glass of
any size; they cau also execute-the work on the

MOST MODERATE TERMS.

The enly Cemplete Painter and Glaziers’ Establish-
ment in Nerth Queensland.

JAMES BELL & CO.,

FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE.




M. TMOMAS,

SAIL,

lent & Tarpaulin Maker,

FLINDERS STREET,

Opposite Railway Wharf,

TOWNSWIHILILIE,

Bails, Tents, Flies, Tarpaulins, Flags, Water
Bags, Clethes Bags, Hammeeks, Cefts,
Mesquite Nets, Bush Nets, Ganvas,

Calieo, &e.

N R A R AR RS

ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.
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OILSKINS A SPECIALITY.
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A NARRATIVE

OF THE

TERRIBLE CYGLONE AND FLOOD IN TOWNSVILLE,
JANUARY 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th, 1896,

Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, the 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th days
of January, 1896, will long remain, like memorable landmarks, on the minds of
the residents of Townsville, ag the period of the most terrific of all cyélones and
floods which have occurred in this city. So strange are the powers that be in
Australia, whilst the people of Southern Quecnsland, New South Wales, and
Victoria, were suffering from the effects of a terrible heat wave which claimed
many victims as its own, the inhabitants of Townsville, in North Queensland, and
adjacent districts, were visited by a most terrific hurricane accompanied by an
equally terrific rainstorm and flood.

On the evening of Friday, January 24th, a telegramm was received in
Townsville from the officer in charge of the Meteorological Bureau, at Brisbane as
follows :—¢¢ Considerable indications of tropical disturbance named ‘Sigma’ to
N.E. of Cardwell; please wire to-night, eight o’clock, any fall in barometer;”
and the weather forecast for the 25th contained tho intimation that “Sigma’’ was
making southwards.

The warning was timely, but no human preparation could have aveided the
dire effects which followed the violent disturbance of the forces of nature, nor
ensured preservation from the appalling outeome of so terrible a cyelonic visitation,
A few days previous to this, the weather, which for some time had been hot and
stifling, had been very unsettled aund threatening for rain, with a few thunder-
showers, suddenly became fine and fairly cool, but on Thursday, the 23rd, a strong
wind arose from the south-east accompanied with unsettled rain-clouds, and some
rain fell, 1-72 points being registered up to 9 a.m. on Friday, 24th. On

) SATURDAY, 25th,

a steady rain set in in the morning and continued all day, the sky being dull and
clondy. The wind, which blew persistently from the E.,8.E., drove the rain, which
was heavy at intervals, into places hitherto considered weather-proof, and soon after
noon the wind increased in force until about 2 p.m., when it blew a gale. The
waters of Cleveland Bay became pretty rough, and as there was a high sea running
when the tide rose to its full height at 5.40 p.m., the waves broke over the eastern
jetty with some force, and also covered at times the -western breskwater with
white foam. Inside the harbour the waves were rough and strong and of a
dangerous size, and caused the owners and commanders of vessels, anchored both
there and in the creek, to take special precautious for their safety. By 2 p.m. the
barometer, which registered 29-73, began to fall, and by 5.30 p.m. had rcached
29-68, with every indication of the approach of a storm. By midnight the wind
had increased to such a Strength that it became apparent that the disturbance
“ Sigma *’ was approaching in the dread form of a cyclone or hurricane, and about
the same time the wind veered to the south-east increasing in violence, and on

SUNDAY, 26th,

a heavy gale was blowing from that direction, accompanied by continuousshowers.
By 7 o.m. the appcarance of Cleveland Bay was anything but pleasing. Huge
waves dashed upon the beach, and frequently overwhelmned about one-half of the
eastern jetty, pouring in irresistible delnging volumes into the harbour, while the
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western break-water was ahlmost entirely submerged at times by the continuous
billows and dashing waves. All day the bay presented an imposing and terrific
sight, and the waves were of a vastness never before seen.

Early in the morning a telegram came through from Brisbane from the
Meteorological office, advising the lighthouse-keeper at Cape Cloveland to hoist the
storm signals, as the centre of the ¢ Sigma »’ storm disturbance was north-east of
Cardwell (90 miles distant), and was making south. That official telegraphed that
the wind then registered ‘“11,”” at which the force of wind is cqual to 75 miles an
hour, and as ‘12"’ is the highest numeral on the scale, it was recognized that a
severe wind storm, capable of doing an unlimited amount of damage, was in
progress. At about 10 o’clock the wind commenced to blow strongly, the intervals
between the gusts becoming less frequent than what they had been, accompanied
by heavy rains, the former increasing in violence to hurricane force, whilst the
latter poured down in almost wholesale torrents at intervals. Both in the city and
suburbs few persons ventured out of the house, for what with the violent wind, the
impetaous rain, and the fact that every channel and gully had been transformed
into a roaring torrent and watercourse, there was certainly no inducement except
for those who wished to note the characteristics and effects of the gale. The
barometer, which registered 29-61 at 9 a.m., continuned to fall throughout the day,
and by 4 p.m. it was 29-41. From this hour until about 10 p.m., when the wind veered
somewhat suddenly to the east, and as suddenly decreased somewhat in violence,
was the period during which the cyclone attained its greatest force and committed
the most disastrous damages. At sea the waves in the bay were highest and most
violent, whilst on land great trees, some four, five and six feet in circumference,
and how old is impossible to say, were either torn up by the roots or broken off
close to the level of the ground. To do such damage as this the force of the wind
must have had a pressurc of something like from 40 1bs. to 50 1bs. to the square foot,
or a velocity of from 90 to 100 miles an hour. Between 9 a.m. and 9.50 p.m., the
rainfall was 7°16 inches. The barometer fell from 29-41 at 4 p.m. to 29-28 at 8
p-m., when it began to rise again to 29-34 at 11 p.m., falling to 29 31 at midnight,
at which time the wind again increased in violence.

The career of the hurricane during Sunday was something terrific in
Townsville, and is fairly well doseribed in the following extract from the
ZTownsville Bulletin of Wednesday, January 29th (there being no issues for Monday
and Tuesday) :—¢‘ Fences were laid flat in all parts of the town, and verandahs
stripped. Houses in exposed parts suffered first and the more severely ; but with
strange particularism some dwellings which occupicd sheltered situations, and
which might have been cousidered fairly safe, were damaged, while others which
were not favoured in any way by location, escaped. New houses, too, were buffeted
and shaken, and shattered to the alarm and discomfort of occupants, and others
which had weathered more than one gale again cscaped scot free. Between six
and seven o’clock, before night had blotted out some of the terrifying aspeots of the
hurricane, several startling incidents were witnessed in Flinders Street. Strong
men were blown down by the wind, and all who braved the weather had to
manoeuvre adroifly in order to get along, and to pause frequently for breath. The
drifting rain stung one’s face like hail, and the noise of the atmospherie tumult was
almost deafening. Sheets of iron torn from roofs flew before the wind high in the
air or skimmed along the street, or were tossed about like sheete of paper ; and
telegraph wires torn from insulators whipped wide areas until they became twisted
and plaited around the poles. Along Flinders Street the wind unaided, stove in
shop windows leaving valuable goods exposed, and in several instances sheets of
iron were driven through plate-glass that had been left unprotected by shutters,
with a crash and a clatter. The few who were about during the early part of the
evening had to be on the alert, for not only had the impetuosity of the wind to be
withstood, but the vagrant and erratic sheets of iron which were hurled about with
irresistible force gave absolute denial to any sense of security. Those who did not
walk.abroad were anything but free from the effects of the hurricane. There were
few—however substantial their abodes—who were not dismayed, and to say that
everybody suffered discomforts and inconveniences is to put the matter mildly
indeed. So many houses were damaged, and the disturbance was so persistent and
unremitting in its attacks that few could have been buoyed up by the hope that
theirs would be fortunate cnough to escape. Momentary dread of being rendered
homeless and exposed to the pitiless fury of the warring elements must have been
almost universally felt, together with pity and sympathy for less fortunate
neighbours and friends.”” = The suburbs suffered in egual measure with the
different wards of the town, and in Hermit Park, as well as Ross Island, and
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other portions of ground lying only a few feet above sea level, houses were unroofed
and even blown to pieces. Some were displaced from their blocks and even swept
a considerable distance away from their respective allotments, and a great number
surrounded by the flood waters. Despite the inclemency of the storm, several
rescue parties put off in boats and punts and removed to places of security the most
of those whose houses were in critical situations. The scenes in Townsville and the
nearer suburbs on Sunday evening as night approached, were saddening, and will
for ever remain vividly impressed on the minds of those who were beholders,
endurers and sufferers. Besides witnessing the awful scenes of a town being
literally torn to pieces by the raging elements, and hearing the clanging of iron as
it was torn off the roofs and swept banging along the streets, the crash of falling
buildings, and the piercing screams of the steam syrens of the vessels in the bay
and creek, mingled with the rushing roar of the flood waters, they had, when
night closed on the scenes, to make shift as best they could. Dozens of houses had
collapsed, and scores of verandahs and roofs had been torn off and hurled in every
direction. Scarcely a house escaped disaster of some kind, for even where roofs
had remained intact, the tremendous force of the wind drove the rain under the
iron and through the woodwork, penetrating everywhere, saturating beds and
bedding, and damaging furniture and clothing. Substantial residences, that in
the worst of past times had never been known to leak, were simply flooded by the
driving rain, causing damage and discomfort to all the occupants. Rest was
anything but quiet, for what with the anxiety of each one’s safety, and the
expectation that it might be their turn next to suffer, the mind was kept in action,
whilst sleep, owing to the noise of the tumult and the perpetual dread of the effects
of the awful visitation, was next to being impossible.  The wind, which for a
couple of hours had decreased, increased again in violence at midnight, howling,
shrieking and whistling with demoniac anger, and on

MONDAY, 27th,
at 3 a.m. veered round to the north-east, in which direction it continued to blow
all day. Previous to the latter time there were some squalls of terrific force. Rain
continued at intervals with heavy rain-squalls, and by 9 a.m. the rainfall for the
previous 24 hours was about 17-5 inches, the record being lost. The barometer
stood at its lowest reading during the hurrieane at 2 a.m., viz.—29-26, and from
3 a.m. continued to rise all day, standing at 29'67 at 9 p.m.

During Sunday night and early on Monday morning the cyclone worked its
worst, the result being deplorable in the extreme. The destruction was widespread
and the damage general. The houses spared by the furies of the earlier portion of the
storm now experienced their hour of trouble, and all over the town and suburbs
damage and destruction was wrought by the storm fiend. The devastation was
simply a rehearsal of what had already occurred ; roofs torn off, verandahs blown
down, stock in shops, stores and warehouses damaged and destroyed, houses and
other buildings displaced from their blocks, and some entirely demolished, windows
smashed, out-buildings blown over and destroyed, and gardens ruined or wrecked.
Ross River overflowed its banks about midnight and flooded the whole of Cluden
Plain to a depth of six feet, and placing the inhabitants of the Idalia Estate in a
perilous situation, only dbout half-a-dozen of the 50 cottages being above flood
level. They had, however, prepared for the worst, deserting their cottages and
taking refuge in the buildings of the Meat Works. On the north side of the river
the overflowing waters surrounded all the houses in close proximity to the bank of
the stream and rendered the buildings anything but safe, as well as placing the
inhabitants in a state of great anxiety for their own safety. The overflowing
waters rushed with irresistible force, over what, in ordinary circumstances is dry
land, whilst the more shallow portions and smaller gullies were converted into angry
torrents. From Cluden alinost to the Rising Sun an expanse of country some three
railes wide, was one stretch of water, over which waves of no ordinary size rolled,
tossed and foamed, like the billows of an angry sea. Ross Island, the lower
portions of Hermit Park, and a stretch from the German Gardens northwards to
Cape Marlow, was also one sheet” of water. In the streets of the city it was
a dangerous and difficult operation to attempt to walk along while the
hurricane was blowing, for the sheets of iron swept up the streets with a force
sufficient to cut a man in two had he come in contact with any of them. The
whole town was desolate looking. During the intervals of heavy rain the cliffs of
Castle Hill were seamed with cascades, and as the wind caughf the impetuous
torrents it scattered them into continuous clouds of spray. In the harbour the
vessels were terribly tried, some parted their cables and drifted away to become
either total wrecks, or to receive serious damage, whilst others succumbed.
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Flotsam and jetsam of all kinds, wreckage and a mass of floating matter, was
drifted hither and thither and cast ashore. Along the beach the huge waves dashed
ashore utterly demolishing the Municipal Baths and making invoads upon the
Strond highway. Persons whose houses were rendered tenantless were obliged to
seek safety and shelter. Sometimes they were driven from their homes at a
moment’s warning, leaving all their possessions to the mercy of the storm. The
hotels were crowded with fugitives, public buildings were converted iuto
caravanserai, and private families had to accommodate their less fortunate
neighbours. The town was in a terrible state, being deprived of telegraphic
communication, railway service, the water snpply, and the customary visits of the
baker, butcher, and milkman, whilst at night there was no gas, the works being
flooded. Towards night there: were some squalls of heavy rain which continued
from the north-east and north till after midnight, and on

TUESDAY, 28th,

at 9 a.m., 2'75 inches of rain during the past 24 hours, about which time the weather
moderated, the wind gradually calming down. Showers fell during the day at
intervals, some of which were perfect torrents, but these were of short duration.
The barometer which stood at 29-69 at 9 p.m., continued to rise slightly during the
day, but towards night fell again, registering 29-67 at 7 p.m. Just before sunset
the sun peered out from behind the clouds of the western sky for a few minutes, as
if laughing at the storm fiend. The sight in Townsville was 'saddening as one
viewed the wholesale evidence of destruction. Sheets of galvanized iron lay about
the streets and vacant places by dozens. The Corner of Flinders and Stoke Streets
was heaped up with iron and timber from ruined verandahs and roofs, and wood
and iron littered the streets. Up to daybreak on

WEDNESDAY, 20th,

there were slight showers. From about 7 a.m. to 10 p.m, it was fine with the sun
trying to break through the clouds and a warm drying northern wind, but from the
latter’ hour heavy showers continued all day. The flood waters went down
considerably. The barometer continued rising throughout the day and by 11 p.an.
registered 29'72, and the hurricane had passed. On

THURSDAY, 30th,

the sun, after several days seclusion, again shoné ont in the morning, feebly at
first, but with a warm north-western wind. This had a wonderful influence for
good upon every one. After the trials and troubles of the previous few days the
change was grateful, and every one’s spirits rose, and even those who had lost most
began to look upon the bright side of things. Business, which had been dormant
for a while was resumed, houses were thrown open to dry and air the saturated
furniture, and repairs to the damaged property commenced.

THE DAMAGE.

The cyclone and flood of January 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th, is the most
calamitous visitation that has ever befallen Townsville, and the general and wide-
spread desolation which followed its visit was something enormous. To attempt to
give details of the damage, destruction and loss, effected by “this most terrible
calamity is an almost impossible feat, for every portion of the entire city, suburbs,
and district suffered, and almost every inhabitant was a sufferer some way or
another. The following particulars will give some faint idea of the extent,
devastation and havoe, committed by the storm fiend ¢¢Sigma.”” Some thousands
of pounds and months of labour will be required to be expended before all the traces
of the storm are removed. Some were so unfortunate as to be ruined by the
complete wreek of their homes, and the irretrievable damages done to their furniture
and goods, whilst merchants, storekeepers, and soft goods tradesmen, lost
considerably by the damage or destruction of their stock.

THE EAST WARD.

SrraND aND Frinpirs STREET East.—Several of the large, fine shade trees on
the Strand were literally torn to pieces. The Queen’s Hotel (Mr. D. Maclurcan),
had the front (Strand) verandah roof carried away, and the iron stripped off the
roof of the Wickham Street wing, exposing all the rooms, their contents being
saturated with water. The rain was driven under doors, windows, and roofs on
the Strand side, destroying furniture and fittings. The low brick wall at the end
of the verandah alsn gave away, loosening the brick foundations at the end of the
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house. The Criterion Hotel (Mr. P. Connell), was left in a deplorable condition,
scarcely a sheet of iron being left on the roof of the house, whilst the whole place
was soiked through and through and rendered quite uniuhabitable, the furniture
also, being nearly all destroyed. The Imperial Hotel (Mr. D. Buchanan), lost the
whole of the balcony roof, and had the roof of the main building slightly damaged
by falling iron. Some of the furniture was also slightly damaged by the rain
driving under the doors and through broken windows. Townsville Bond lost a few
sheets of roofing iron and had some windows broken, but received no serious
damage.

Mzrroy Hinn.—This elevated part of the town had to bear the full force of
the storm and suffered considerably, almost the whole of the houses being unroofed
whilist some of the once comfortable residences were completely wrecked, together
witl: all they contained in the way of furniture. The old building once known as
St. James’ Pro. Cathedral, latterly St. James’ Schoolroom, was utterly ruined,
collapsing entirely. St. James' Cathedral lost a few sheets of iron off the roof,
and the drifting rain did some damage inside. The Bishop’s Lodge and St. James’
Vicarage escaped. The residence of Mrs. 8. F. Walker, suffered severely, nearly
all the main building being destroyed. Mr. D. L. Drybrough’s residence was
totally wrecked, and the furniture, crockery, etc., destroyed. The Supreme Court
and Customs House were both more or less seriously damaged.

FrinpERs STreET East—Received only trivial damage, a few sheets of iron
being blown off here and there, this being due to the more substantial character of
the buildings, most of which are of brick. The flood, however, rose above the
level of the wharves aud did some damage. In the Adelaide Steamship Company’s
Office there was two feet of water, and in the stores there was only a few inches,
some maize being the chief article which was slightly damaged. At Howard
Smith’s Wharf the flood waters were ten inches higher than any previous record,
standing to the depth of one foot. In Burvs, Philp & Co.’s Wharf Stores the
water rose two feet, in which no previous flood had entered, and destroyed largo
quantities of cement, salt and sugar, whilst goods in the new warchouse were
slightly damaged by the rain beating in through louvres, door, and window joints.
At Aplin, Brown & Crawshay, Limited, Wharf Stores, the water rose several inches,
damaging some sugar which was stored there. Some sugar in the Bulk Store,
which was just above the highest level of the flood, was also slightly damaged by
the rain. Mr. P. F. Hanran’s Grocery Store wasslightly damaged. The Victoria
Swing Bridge over Ross Creek partly collapsed, a couple of the cylinder piles on
the Island side sinking aboat three feet, and vehicles and foot passengers had to
cross at their own risk. Mr. Witham’s Refreshment Rooms had the kitchen blown
down. Mr. Clayton, Chomist, had the roof damaged by the iron from other roofs
being blown upon it. Messrs. Rooney & Co.’s Victoria Bridge Store was partially
unroofed.

SranroNy Hicr. —The Hospital wasmuch damaged, hardly a dry corner in any
of the wards, nurses’ quarters, or doctor’s residence, being found on Sunday night
and Monday ; several windows were driven in and ridge capping torn off ; the
wardsman’s cottage was displaced from the blocks, s large portion‘of the fence
blown down, and several of the ornamental and shade trees battered, broken, and
uprooted. The residence of Mr. Graham which had the windows and doors blown
in on Sunday, slipped completely oft the brick piles on Monday morning, some of
them going through the floor and others giving away, and leaving the house and
furniture a complete wreck ; Mr. Graham and his family had narrow escapes.
The Rev. A. Hutchison’s (Wesleyan Minister) residence was completely wrecked,
the roof and the ceiling both giving away, and clergyman and his wife were
obliged to seek shelter at Mr. W. J. Castling’s residence. That belonging to Mr.
Walker had the whole of the iron and the greater part of the woodwork of the
roof blown off, and a pertion of the furniture damaged ; Mr. Walker, his wife and
family, and Mr, Hunter, who was ill with fever and confined to his bed at the time,
were obliged to find shelter at the residence of the Rev. A. M. Gauld, Presbyterian
Minister. Mr. Muarray’s house had a portion of the roof blown off, and furniture
injured by the rain. Mr. B. Smith’s residence was also damaged, a portion of the
roof and verandah of the main building, and the roof of the kitchen being blown
off, and some furniture, crockery and cooking utensilsin the latter building broken.
Mr. Nelson’s residence had the roof blown off, and the furniture, clothing, etc.,
damaged. Mr. W. Lennon’s house was also left roofless.

WEST WARD.

Frinpers STREET.—From the corner of Flinders Street and Stoke Street
westwards, considerable damage was done, whilst in the West End the devastatiin
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was very great. The houses in the latter part of the town being for the most part
the homes of labouring men, the loss entailed was very severe, And there was
scarcely a tenement which had not more or less been damaged. Many collapsed
altogether, others were left roofless and without verandahs, whilst some were
completely upended. Mr, C. Richard’s Confectionery Shop suffered considerably,
a portion being unroofed and the window smashed, causing serious damage to the
stock of confectionery and sugar. Mr. R. Lennon’s Cash Drapery Mart escaped
pretty well, the driving rain doing only a slight damage in the Bulk Store.
Messrs. Shield Brothers, Boot Store, had the windows broken, and some stock
damaged by exposure to rain. Mr. T. Empson’s Grocery Store had a large plate-
glass window (23 feet by 9 feet) smashed. Messrs. McKimmin & Richardson’s
Drapery Establishment had only a pane of glass in the skylight broken, and some
goods in the front window slightly damaged by the rain beating in. Messrs. E.
E. Cowley & Company, Grocers and Wine and Spirit Merchants, had the verandah
in front of the shop carried away, and the windows smashed, but comparatively
little damage was done to the stock. Messrs. Daking, Smith & Company, Drapers,
had the large plate-glass window (16 feet by 8 fcet) smashed, and the stock in the
window damaged by water. Mr. M. Bloom’s Tinsmithing and Plumbing Shop was
slightly damaged.” The West End Brewery {Brisbane) ecstablishment, under
Messrs. Henlein & Co., was almost a total ruin, the walls being all that was left
standing, the contents being more or less damaged. Mr. H. Anderson, Bookseller,
had the front window smashed, and some stock damaged. The Bulletin Office lost
its back verandah and a portion of the roof, and the damage otherwise was of so
serious a character as to render the publication of Monday’s and Tuesday’s paper
impossible. The Newmarket Hotel (Mr. T. Lowth), was partially unroofed.
Messrs. R. H. Thomas, Bookseller, and H. Thomas, Sailmaker, had the windows
broken and some goods gamaged. The Railway Sheds suffered severely and will
require a large sum of money to renew the damage. The large Woolshed was
completely wrecked, the whole structure falling with a ecrash. Four men who were
engaged in securing the goods therein from damage had a narrow escape. The
new 66 feet addition to the Goods Shed was the next to go, and then followed the
almost total nunroofing of the large Goods Shed, the Carpenter’s Shop, Maintenance
Office, Railway Stores, Engine Wash-out Shed, and Waggon Repairing Shop.
besides other serious damage to them and also to other buildings. Mr. Langdown’s
Butchers Shop was unroofed and rendered windowless ; and Mr. Trollope’s Bukery
and Shop was unroofed. The Metropolitan Hotel (Mrs. K. Hannan), was entirely,
and the Tower Hotel (Mr. E. Downs), was partially unroofed. The Lion Brewery
received only damage to the Coopery and Washing Sheds at the back, both
collapsing altogether. Pritchard’s Family Hotel was damaged by the flying iron
and timber from the Railway Maintenance Office opposite. Tho Office of the

“Thnringowa Divisional Board lost the roof of the verandah. The Carriers’ Arms

Hotel (Mr. J. White), lost the verandahs and a portion of the roof, and had the
kitchen and the out-buildings damaged. The West End State School and the
Roman Catholic Church (St. Mary’s) did not suffer any apparent damage. The
Wesleyan .Chapel collapsed on Sunday at 6 p.m., into a heap of ruins. The West
End Hotel (Mr. T. Fitzsimmons), was totally wrecked, the roof and verandahs
being carried away, leaving only the brick walls. Messrs. Shaw Brothers Bakery
was completely wrecked at 5.30 a.m. on Monday morning, and 28 tons of flour was
also destroyed. Mr. 'I'. Brown, Baker, was also a heavy loser, his bakehouse and
kitchen being wrecked ; a quantity of currants, flour, sugar, &ec., destroyed, and a
quantity of furniture spoiled.

Hangan STREET.—Mr. A. E. McCreedy, Builder and Timber Merchant, lost a
large quantity of timber, and Messrs. Welch & Co.’s Bulk Store was totally
wrecked, building collapsing like a pack of cards, and the goods stored therein
damaged. The Gasworks were submerged on Monday, and the gasometer became
exhausted on Sunday and Monday nights.

BerweeEN FrinpERs StrEerT AND StaNToN Hirn.—The Day Dawn Hotel
(Mrs. J. Finnigan), was more or less seriously damaged, as was likewise the
Norman Hall. The School of Arts was almost entirely unroofed, the furniture
and works in the reference library damaged and destroyed, the volumes of the
lending library damaged, the stage scenery damaged, and a piano saturated with
the water. Much damage was also done to the adjoining houses by the flying iron.
Kirk & Macpherson’s, Limited, Bulk Store in Sturt Street, lost a portion of the
roof, but the contents received no damage.

Sturt STREET WEST AND Morr1s STrEET. —The Masonic Hall aud the adjoining
Baptist Church ercaped, but several buildings on the opposite side of the streeet
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were damaged and destroyed. St. Peter’s Anglican Church, Morris Street, was
partially unroofed and had some of the windows blown in, while the Vicarage lost
a portion of the verandah.

West Exp.—The two Bulk Stores (both kerosene) owned by Messrs. Welch &
Co., Merchants and Importers, and Alfred Shaw, Limited, Ironmongers, were both
completely wrecked, both being left minus walls and roof. The houses at the foot
of Castle Hill suffered soverely, whole streets being wrecked. Stagpole Street had
the whole of its houses more or less seriously injured and rendered almost
uninhabitable. Mr. Eykyn’s residence was completely ruined.

NORTH WARD.

Castie Hivn.—This time-worn landmark had to bear the brunt of the storm,
and accordingly suffered seriously, every tree being more or less damaged, whilst
some were torn up by the roots or had their branches torn to pieces, the remainder
were stripped of their foliage. The aspect of the Hill after the cyclone had pussed,
instead of being bright and green as it generally is after the wet season and during
rain, was as dull and brown as if it was suffering from a twelve months drought.

Fron TrE STrRAND To CasTrE HiLr.-——The stockade in front of the Reception
House collapsed entirely, and the Botanical Gardens and Queen’s Park received
considerable damage to trees and plants, many of the former bLeing blown dowu.
The Grammar School had its roof damaged by the removal of the ridge-capping
and the losening of the sheets of iron. The Orphanage escaped pretty well, the
only damage being, beside a sheet or two of iron loosened, was the falling of the
chimney through the hospital building. A house that had only been taken ou the
Saturday by a new arrival from the north, who had also bought the furniture that
was in it, totally collapsed during the storm, and the occupants were left homeless
and friendless in a strange town. During Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, Mitchell
Street was converted into a canal.

SOUTH WARD (ROSS ISLAND).

Ross Iszanp —Lying so little above sea level, suffered considerably from the
cyclone and flood, the whole presenting a wrecked appearance, houses being
unroofed, some being lifted bodily off the blocks, and others collapsing in total
wrecks. The Pilot Station was wrecked, but the boats and gear were saved, The
Pilot’s cottage was partially unroofed, as likewise was the Immigration Depot.
Mr. T. Page’s residence was shifted off the blocks. St. John’s Church of England
was completely wrecked, as was also the Vicarage, representing a loss of £600.
The Oddfellows Hall was utterly demolished. and a family who had taken refuge
in the building before it collapsed had a narrow escape. The Belle Vue Hotel lost
its roof, and the Australian Hotel (Mr. H. Potter), had the servants’ quarters
partially unroofed. The Crown Hotel (Mr. M. Cameron), also suffered. Mr. J.
N. Stout’s Baker’s Shop was completely wrecked, and Victoria Foundry was
partially unroofed. Messrs. Rooney & Co.’s Sawmill and Wood Factory was
partially unroofed. On the flat land, buildings were wrecked in all directions, and
numbers of cottages were shifted from their blocks and unroofed. Messrs. F.
Anderson, Graham, Hayworth, Kenny, Maloney, Owen, and Turncr’s cottages
were demolished and swept away. The Drill Shed was partially unroofed,
and some of the arms of the Naval Brigade werc slightly damaged. The flond
here on Monday was eight inches above that of 1892. Palmer Street was almost
obliterated, while a portion of Morehead Street, near the Crown Hotel, was washed
away.

THE SUBURBS.

Heryir Parg, &o.—This suburb suffered in equal measure with other parts of
the town. Houses were swept off their blocks and some were upended, others lost
their roofs or verandahs, or both. Some collapsed entirely and the material swept
away. Fences and out-buildings were overturned, and in many cases swept away.
Mr. Grose’s residence was unroofed, and Mr. Grose, who is an invalid, had to be
carried over to Mr. Philp’s residence for security. Mr. Clayton had his kitchen
verandah and out-buildings, as well as several trees in the garden, including a
mango tree 18 years old, torn up by the roots, and u banyan three feet in
circumference broken off short. Dr. Nisbet’s residence, ‘‘ Roegart,”” had much
damage done to the furniture, whilst Mr. Norris’s residence was lifted off the piles
and sat down on the ground. Mr. Clive, Storekeeper, had the roof blown off his
house, and the furniture drenched. €aptain C. A. Calvert, Hyde Park, besides
losing £300 worth of furniture, baoks, and other valuables, narrowly escaped death
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while swimming from his submerged house , he managed te save the life of his
housekeeper by swimming with her to a place of sufety. Mr. J. Rodger’s residence
was wrecked. Mr. Witham’s bakery and resideuce was ruined, and flour, sugar,
&c., destroyed, and both Mr. and Mrs. Witham had a narrow escape. Mr. G.
Camp’s residence was blown of the blocks and Damaged.

Muxnpinapukra.—The residence of Mr. Steelo was partially unrocofed, and the
windmill blown down. Mr. F. Gordon’s residence, ‘‘ Glenroy,” also suffered,
whilst many of the trees of the avenue were uprooted. ¢ Kogarah,”” Mr. Justice
Chubb’s residence, suffered severely, and is neurly ruined, and when rendered
unsafe by the rising of the flood waters on Monday morning, the Judge, his family
und servants, endeavoured to make their wuy across to the higher ground at Mr.
F. Gordon’s, and after three hours succeeded in reaching their destination, but not
without serious mishap, the housemaid, Alice Hughes, being drowned, and the
cook having a narrow escape from a similar fate.  *‘ Knoyle Park,” the Hon. W.
Aplin’s late residence, was rendered unsafe, the river having washed away the
riverbank, and leaving about 15 feet of one part of the building overhanging the
new bed of the stream. Willmett Well was obliged to suspend operations, the
flood waters putting out the fires. Several purties who were camped on the bank
of the Ross River in this neighbourhood, escaped in most cases with bare life, after
having lost their all.

A1TEENVALE.—The Wesleyan Church was completely destroyed. Acacia Vale
Gardens were seriously damaged, and Mr. B. Gulliver’s residence wrecked owing
to the chimney being blown down upon the roof.

ROSS RIVER MEATWORKS.

Ross River Meatworks did not suffer much injury beyond the loss of some coal
and loose timber. The water rose here 2} feet higher than the flood of 1890. The
floor of the office was under water, and the books not in the shelves were damaged.

Ross River Bridge was partially carried away, the lower and older portions on
the south side turning completely over dn Wednesday afternoon.

The Idalia Estate, which was under water, did not suffer very much, only”’
seven out of fifty cottages being displaced from the blocks, but all the out-houses
were blown or washed over. Tons and tons of sand were deposited all over the
Estate in sandbanks.

The Branch Railway Line to the Works was considerably damaged.

CLUDEN, STEWART’S CREEK, &o.

The flood waters at Cluden Railway Station were 6 feet over the line on the
28th. The buildings on the Racecourse were wrecked, the iron being torn off the
grand stand, the saddling puddock, and other buildings. The Cluden Training
Stables were unroofed, and Mr. Grant’s house was also unroofed and removed
some fifty yards from its original site. The older buildings at Mr. J. Gordon’s
residence were wrecked, and Mr. J. Hodel received dumage to house and home.

The Divisional Board’s Bridge over Stewart’s Crcek was unharmed, but the
approaches were washed away. The stockade at Stewart’s Creek Penal
Establishment was blown down. No damage was done to the buildings or plant at
the North Queensland Meat Extract Co.’s Works at Alligator Creek. Fences and
trees, however, were blown down in every direction.

The settlers on the Black River received only slight damages to their residences,
but out-buildings, sheds and fences were laid flat. Trees were uprooted by hundreds
and shattered. A large number of cattle were also lost.

On the Alice River the greatest damage done was to trees, which were
destroyed wholesale.

The vegetation on Magnetic Island also suffered severely, the trees being
stripped bare, and the hoop pines bereft of their branches. The large and
handsome figiree at Picnic Bay, the resort of so many picnic parties, was uprooted,
and Mr. Butler’s cocoa-nut trees weie broken across. At the Quarantine Station
the surgery and large store were shifted off their blocks, and the wharf damaged.
Bay Rock, Cape Cleveland, and Cape Bowling Green Lighthouses were unscathed,
but the lighthouse keeper’s cottage at Cape Cleveland lost its roof, and the boatshed
was damaged. Mr. Armand, of Almer Bay, had his house demolished, several
trees iu his garden damaged, his boat cast high and dry on the beach, and his wife
seriously hurt.
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The total amount of damage done to Townsville can never be exactly stated, but
was estimated at half a million (£500,000) sterling. Some of the losses of the
various bodies, &c., were placed as follows : —Hurbour Board, £20,000 ; Municipal,
£300; Church of England property, £1200; Wesleyan Church property, £1000.

THE HARBOUR WORKS AND PLANT.

The Harbour Works were severely dumaged. During Sunday inorning, the
end of the Western Breakwater suffered considerably, the waves loosening the
stones some fifty feet from the end which was grouted with cement, and in timo
isolated it to a certain extent from the rest. The iron standard which carried
the green light was knocked out of the straight and swept away. About 600
feet of the breakwater was swept away. The damage done to the Eastern
Jetty was extensive, about 1600 feet of the end was completely shattered,
and some five or six feet of it swept off the top, whilst the lighthouse carrying the
red light was washed away. Nearer the wharf extensive breaches were made: the
cement coping and portion of the base being demolished ; the wharf suffered no
injury ; The roof of the Harbours and Rivers boat shed was torn off, but the
Harbors and Rivers wharf and office suffered no serious injury. The cattage
nccupied by Mr. Oxtoby of the Department was completely wreeked.

THE VESSELS.
. Several Vessels were either wrecked or driven into such positions from which
it will be hard to float them again, whilst 4 number suffered damage otherwise.
The following were the Vessels in the Creek or Harbour during the time of the
Cyclone with brief accounts of the dumage they sustained, if uny

‘ Apa Dent’’ (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Passenger Launch, 30 tons, Cap-
tain Toft, was sunk in the creek near to Burns, Philp & Co.’s wharf, by
the steam lighter Barratta; she was raised again on February Ist.

“ Aperamx’’ (Aplin, Brown & Crawshay, Ltd.), Steamer, 100 tons, Captain
Kerr, was fast to the wharf, and suffered no damage.

“ ArarM,”” Beche-de-mer Ketch,became a total wreek.

‘¢ ALBATROsS,”” Government Steamer, arrived from Thursduy Island on
25th, and anchored in the harbour and bravely rode out the full force
of the gale with two anchors down and steam up, she received
some slight damages from the Presto and Heather Bell.

““ ALkxaNDRA,’’ Refrigerating Tender, Captain Jones, broke away from the
Eastern Jetty, and after hugging the Western structure for several hours,
drifted across to the Eastern one again, and ran into the 8.8. Leura, in-
juring her, andknocking aholein her stern, and after drifting up theharbour,
knocked against the Star of Hope {then sunk) and rolling over her went
ashore high and dry on the rocks near the Pilot Station.

‘¢ ANNIE,”’ Beche-de~-mer Cutter, high and dry.

« BanupaTra >’ (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Steam Lighter, 160 tons, Captain
Moyses, which had been outside, sought shelter in the Creek, but in
getting alongside Burns, Philp & Co.’s wharf, collided with the Ada Dent
and sank her.

« Bopsik Towns ' (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Steamer, 140 tons, Captain 1.
Colbert, was moored to the Jetty wharf and rode out the gule without
sustaining any injury whatever; her captain displayed some splendid
seamanship in the rescue of the Diamantiua, bringing her against all the
fury of the Cyclone back to the Eastern breakwater, amid cheers from
those on board the Leura.

“Burpexiy ’’ (Aplin, Brown and Crawshay, Ltd.), Steamer, Captain Stewart,
wags fast to the wharf and received no damage.

¢ Cawarpa”’ (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Lighter, 160 tons, Captain
Chenoweth, was moored to the Jetty wharf and received no damage.

¢ CHprisTiNA (torran ’’ (Aplin, Brown & Crawshay, Ltd.}, Steamer, Captuin
Turner, was moored at the Jetty wharf but was struck by derelects several
times.

¢t DraMaNTINA  (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Lighter, 285 tons, Captain Pitt,
was moored to the Eastern Jetty, but parting her cable and drifting awa
was rescued by the Bobbie Towns and moored again to the Jetty wharf,
receiving no damage.

<« Duaone”’ Government Hopper Bargo, sank in the harbour alongside the
Western Lrenkwater.
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¢ Brrerric Lranr” (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Steamer, 81 tons, Captain
Freeman, which left this creek on the 23rd for Barratta Creek roturned to
Townsville on tho 30th safe and sound, after experiencing rough weather.

“Errexy ” (Howard Smith & Sons), Steamer, was alongside the Breakwater
with cargo for the Leura, where she lost both her anchors, and drifting
first on to the Breakwater and then up the harbour, went on- the rocks
alongside Brand & Drybrough’s Foundry.

s ErvarHaN ' (Aplin, Brown & Crawshay, Ltd.), Steamer, broke away
from the wharf on Monday afternoon, and proceeding down the creek
grounded in the bight in front of the Hotel Metropole.

s Frorenoe Erviorr” (Howard Smith & Sons), 70 tons, fully loaded with
tallow for shipment south per the Leura, foundered during Sunday
mght alongside the Western breakwater,

¢ FrangLIN ' (Adelaide Steamship Co.), Steamer, Captain Ussher, was anchor-
ed ingide Jetty wharf and braved the worst of the gale suceessfully.

“ Heatner Bewn”’ (Burns, Philp & Co., Li#d.), Steamm Lighter, 110 tons,
Captain Carlsen, broke adrift from her moorings at the Jetty wharf on
Sunday and was driven high and dry on the rocks near the Pilot Station,
beside the Alexandra, with her back broken.

““Larza Roorr” (Aplin, Brown & Crawsbay Ltd.), Ketch, was in the
harbour loaded with log timber from Cairns, but she drifted out and
foundered a wreck off Bremner Point, Magnetic Island.

“Lagx,” Beche-de-mer, Cutter, high and dry.

¢ LaviNa,” Schooner, Cagtain Paesch, left Townsville on Thursday evening
23rd for Maryborough, but was obliged to put back under Cape Cleveland,
where she lost an anchor, and not being able to hold her ground, was
driven before the gale and totally wrecked on the shore of Bright's Bay,
Magnetic Island ; on the 26th one of the seamen, Frank Rawley by name,
was struck by a wave and killed, previous to the striking of the vessel.

“Lrura,” Steamer, Captain R. R. Brown, having received timely information
of the final forecast, remained in the harbour moored to the Eastern
breakwater ; at 7 p.m. on Sunday she went on to the Eastern breakwater,
off which she came at 7.30 a.m. on Monday morning; when she brake
away she had out two 3% in. and one 3 in. wire hawsers and a 5} in.
Manilla cable, all new, and two anchors, and they failed to hold her; on
on the 29th after coaling she left for Brisbane direct.

¢ Luox ANDp Avsraipe' (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Lighter, hung on to her
anchors during the storm, but was somewhat damaged by the Leura when
that vessel broke adrift.

¢« Mary ' (Adelaide Steamship Co.), Stoamer was on Messrs. Brand & Dry-
brough’p slip, and remained safe.

‘ Magorz L. Weston '’ (Howard Smith & Sons), Steam Lighter, broke away
on Monday afterncon with the steamer Elnathan from Aplin, Brown &
Crawshay's wharf, and grounded in the bight in the front of the Hotel
Metropole,

““May Queey’’ (Adclaide Steamship Co.), Lighter, was slightly knocked
about by the Leura, but was not seriously damaged.

« Munien ”’ (Adelaide Steamship Co.), Steamer, Captain Campbell, was moor-
ed inside the Jetty wharf and remained safe.

“ MyarsL” (Howard Smith & Sons), Steamer, Captain Crock, broke away on
Sunday afternoon, but her Captain with splendid seamanship succeeded in
bringing her up the creek, and mooring her to the Adelaide Steamship
Co.'s wharf.

¢« Navrirus,” Government Hopper Barge, was washed on the rocks at the
point beyond the Foundry.

“NzeBo"” (Howard Smith & Sons), Lighter, 80 tons, sank inside the
Western breakwater.

¢« Presto ’ (Adelaide Steamship Co.), Iron Hulk, broke away from her moor-
ings at the Jetty wharf on Sunday night or Monday morning, and drift-
ing on to the Western brealkwater sank with 350 tons of coal, 9 tons of
sugar and 15 tofs of general cargo.

¢ Rock Livy,”’ Cutter, Captain R ‘White, owner and master, was driven on
the rocks abreast of the Foundry and damaged.
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““Scour” (Rooney & Co.), Schooner, Captain Campbell, arrived with most of
her sails rent and damaged, from Cairns on Wednesday, January 29th,
having anchored between Gould Island and Hinchinbrook from 26th to
29th,

“8Star or HorE " (Aplin, Brown & Crawshay, Ltd.), Steaumer, weathered the
gale for many hours, but broke loose on Monday and sank in the harbour
below the Pilot Station, becoming a total wreck.

““ Vicrory’’ (Burns, Philp & Co., Ltd.), Steamer, 90 tons, Captain Tutty, was
moored safely throughout the Cyclone at the A.U.8.N. Co.’s wharf.

The following are the.Pleasure and Fishing boats, and how they fared during the
Cyclone :—

“ BooMERANG,”" 23 ft., belonging to George Head and party, escaped scathless.

““Dora,” 14 ft., belonging to Mr. T. Blee, was scriously damaged.

“ ExTERPRISE,” 22 ft., belonging to W. Hollins, Junr., was uninjured.

“ GorpFINcH,” 26 ft., belonging to Mr. H. Limberg, was swamped, but
received very slight damages.

““Gowma,” 22 ft., received no damage.

¢ Heprzisan,” 27 ft., belonging to Butler Bros., was slightly damaged.

¢ OrAcLE,” 12 ft., Canvas boat, belonging to Satini Bros. was uninjured.

« PENTOWEN,”” 22 ft., belonging to Mr. A. Moyscs, was blown ashore and had
her tuck started and sails torn to ribbons.

“ Reoina,”” 24 ft., belonging to Mr. O. Norris, was damaged and lost her
mainsail.

*“ Rowexa,”” 20 ft., Fishing boat, bolonging to Mr. Emerald, was washed out
of the creek and cast on the beach near the baths a wreck.

¢ Vanara,”” Yacht, was purposely scuttled by her carctaker, and received little
damage.

THE RAILWAY

On Sunday owing to there being no communication by telegraph with the
stations beyond Townsville, Mr. M. McGavin, the Traflie Manager, cancelled
three cattle trains, which were to leave the Townsville Station for Torrens Creek.
On Monday morning an attempt was made to rnun a train as far up the line as
possible. The engine had to turn back at Cluden, there being 6ft of water over the
line. Another attempt was made in the afternoon with better results. By a tele-
gram received in Townsville on Tnesday evening from Woodstock, it was found that
the Reid River Bridge had been severely battered, and seven spans on the Charters
Towers side had been carried away, Inthe morning of Wednesday the 29th, a train
left Townsville with a gang of 40 men, the object of repairing the line wherever
necessary. The permanent way was found to be in fairly good order up to Double
Barrel (27 miles), when a stoppage had to be made to repair the bridge over the
creek, the Townsville approach having been slightly damaged. Other damage was
found at the 32 mile, where there was a washaway of 40 or 50 yards, and between
it and the Reid River (35 miles) three bridges from 14 ft., 18 ft. and 20 ft. had been
washed away. These were repaired, and by Friday the line was clear to the Reid
River. It was then found that the bridge over the Haughton River
was washed away ; this Bridge was of 16 spans, supported on 66 ft. spliced
piles. On Friday 31st, the first mails since the 25th, arrived in Townsville
from Charters Towers, being trollied from the Haughton to the Reid, and on the
following Saturday the first batch of passengers from Charters Towers arrived,
being two days on the journey, many having to walk the fourteen mile break be-
tween the Reid and Haughton. Private coaches started to run the distance on
February 7th. On the 7th the bridge at the Reid was so far repaired as to enable
a train with light loads to oross as was also the deviation at the Haughton River,
enabling passengers, mails and goods to be sent direct to the Burdekin, where they
had to be ferried over.  The first goods train from Townsville to Charters Towers
since January 25th, crossed the Burdekin on February 11th.

THE TELEGRAPH.

Telegraphic communication with all parts, North, West and South of Towns-
ville were cut off by the storm fiend ‘*Sigma’’ on Sunday. The wires torn from
the insulators, were plaited together, or twisted around the poles in almost un-
rayellable form, whilst a number of poles were laid flat. By Wedncsday 29th, a
couple of wires where stretched across the Ross, where a groat break occurred, and

-
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communication was restored as far as Oonoonba. By 3.20 p.m. on Thursday the
30th, telegraphic communication was restored as far as Woodstock, and at 10.15
a.m. on the 31st with Charters Towers, for the firat time since Saturday the 25th,
but in five minntes the line collapsed again ; later on the line was again in working
order, and Charters Towers had communication with Brisbane, via Muttaburra.
By February 4th, communication was restored with Ingham, and by the 7th, direct
communication with Brisbane.

SUCCOUR FOR THE DESTITUTE AND NEEDY.

It is impossible to chronicle the self-denying acts of the many who rendered
assistance to the destitute, or of those who put off in boats on Sunday and Monday
to convey to safer places those, whose houses had already been demolished, or were
in a state of insecurity, or of those who made welcome to such comforts as houses
subject to the beating rain could afford homeless neighbours. Both in Hermit park
and on Ross Island, rescue parties were out in boats and punts, removing to places
of safety, the occupants of houses in critical positions on Sunday and Monday.
Messrs. Aplin, Brown & Crawshay, despatched a ship’s boat to Hermit Park, by
means of which several families were conveyed to safer quarters: and early on
Tuesday morning, a boat manned by six hands, and amply provisioned with flour
and beef, was placed in charge of Mr. P. Ahern, Foreman of Municipal Works,
and despatched by the Mayor and Alderman Hanran to the same suburb, and its
presence was welcomed by those whose supplies had been cut off, or who had been
called upon to entertain neighbours who had lost their homes. During the Cyclone
some 300 hundred homeless people were accommodated in thé Ross Island State
School. They began to flock thither on Sunday evening, and kept arriving all
night long. Every room was full of men, women and children. One mother was
there with a baby only three days old, and another with an infant a week old.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Galloway (the head teacher and his wife), did all they could to
secure some degree of comfort to the unfortunate fugitives, who had se unwillingly
become their guests. Scores of people also took advantage of the shelter that the
Immigration Depot afforded. The West Eud State School was also used to house
the unfortunate families in that neighbourhood, some fifty persons finding refuge
therein, and others sought refuge in the Oddfellow’s Hall, Sturt Stréet, and also
in the Court House, and St. James’ Cathedral.

On Tuesday, the 28th, the Police Magistrate (Mr. E. Morey,) accompanied by
the Mayor (Alderman Forrest) and Alderman Downs, visited the Ross Island State
School and the Immigration Depot, and issued, on behalf of the Government, orders
for two days rations for all who were in need. In the School there were several
who were not necessitatons, they had only sought shelter, and only 40 were on
rations. At the Immigration Depot there were about 160 persons on Monday, and
Mr. Morvey arranged with Mr. Boyd (the wardsman,) to give all the rogulation
ration. On Wednesday the depot accommodated 60 adults and 89 children, all of
whom were supplied with rations, bed and bedding; 44 persons were accommodated
in-the Court House on Tuesday, but only one family on Wednesday.

At a Special Meeting of the Municipal Council on Tuesday afternoon, the 28th,
The Mayor was anthorised to take whatever steps he deemed best and necessary
for supplyiug those people who had been driven into various refuges, with food.

On Thursday, the 30th, a large and influencial meeting convened by the Mayor,
was held in the Town Hall, to consider the best available means of relieving the
distress and suffering, caused by the recent calamitous flood and cyclone. An
Exoccutive Committee of five, consisting of the following gentlemen, His Worship
the Mayor (Alderman Forrest) Alderman Hanran, A. Ogden, M.L.A., Messrs. J. N,
Parkes and R. Wakeford, with Mr. H. A. McMahon, Secretary, and Mr. D. F.
Treehy (Town Clerk), Treasurer, were appointed to deal practically with all matters
in connection with affording relief to the sufferers and those in distress from the
flood. ¢ The Townsville Daily Bulletin’' and the ¢ Townsville Evening Star’ both
opened Relief Subscription Funds. Several liberal donations were received, and
by February 21st the amount had reached £2250.

NARROW ESCAPES.

During the height of the Cyclone, and also duripg the flood, several persons
had narrow escapes. The men on the Star of Hope and Lalla Rookh, when these
vessels foundered, escaped with difficulty. One man had a terrible experience, as
he scrambled first from the Star of Hope on to the Dugong, barge, and from there
on to the breakwater ; when the Presto, coalhulk, began to drift in to the Harbour



on Sunday, there were six men on board, four of whom jumped on to the Heather
Belle as she drifted past, the remaining two were obliged to remain on board until
Monday. An old man named Smith and his two sons, who had establshed a small
Wood Depot on the banks of Ross River, escaped, after a critical experience ;:
when the flood had washed theiv camp away, they started to wade towards the
residence of Mr, Justice Chubb, Kogarah, but the force of the current proved too
much for the father and younger son, and they were placed in the fork of a tree by
the elder son, there they remained, the elder son standing at the foot of the tree
from Sunday night until 11 a.ni, on Monday, when they were rescued. A man,
two women and three children were rescued from similar places in the same locality,
as was also a traveller, who had climbed a tree with his pack saddle. A narrow
escape from drowning was witnessed at the Causeway near Mr. Clayton’s house,
Hermit Park, on Tuesday, 28th.; two young men attempted to cross, the one
being on horseback and the other holding on to his stirrup-iron ; suddenly the
stirrup-leather gave away and the young fellow was swept oft his feet by the
1cur(xient. His companion bravely followed him up and managed to bring him to dry
and.

A PITIFUL CASE OF MENTAL ANXIETY.

One of the most pitiful cases of the terrible experience undergone in the
anxjety borne during the cyclone was that of a female resident of Ross Island, who
had gone out in the tender on Saturday to see her sister oft by the ¢ Leura,”
thinking that she would only be away for a few hours at the most, she left her
baby (an infant only a few weeks old), at home with a nurse girl. To her dismay
the storm burst, and when she found that she was unable to return, her anguish of
mind may be better imagined than described, and especially when Captain Brown
thought he would have to stecr for Brisbane. She had to endure this torture until
Monday, when the poor mother declared that if an attempt was not made to put
her ashore, she would throw herself over. Notwithstanding the great risk she was
lowered into a boat and taken across to the breakwater where she had to climb up
the piles of the unfinished wharf, and in the strength given by desperation,
managed to cross the space from pile to pile, and walked along the breakwater
until she got to land, from where she had some distance to walk before she reached
horme.

THE DEATH ROLL.

The most lamentable feature of the dreadful visitation, was the sad loss of life,

no less than eighteen persons succumbing to the work of the storm fiend.

1. Frank Rawley, a sailor on board the Schooner Lavina, was struck by a
heavy sea and his head dashed against a pump, killing him instantly, on
Saturday, 26th.

. Dorathea Grimman, aged 77, mother of Mrs C. 8. Rowe.

. Mary Dora Rowe, aged 14, ' Daughters of Charles and Mary Rowe,

. Gertrude Viola Rowe, aged 10, } and grand children of Dorathea Grimman.

. Sarah Selina ITunt, aged 37, and infant son, wife and child of Mr. Hunt,
Secretary of the Anchor of Hope Lodge, I.O.G.T., Mrs. Hunt being
Chaplain. .

7. William Thomas (otherwise Wallace) aged 10.

These six were drowned by the upsetting of a boat in Allen Street, Ross Island,

on Monday morning, 27th, four others who were in the boat had u narrow escape.

8. Alice B. A. Hughes, aged 25, single, engaged as housemaid to Mr. Justice

Chubb, Kogarah, Mundingburrah, while attempting to get to a safer situa-
tion, was swept away and drowned, 27th.
9-10. Two Female aborigines were drowned in attempting to swim over Ross
River, 27th.
11. A male aboriginal was drowned near the brick works, Hermit Park, 27th.

12. The body of a female aboriginal was found hanging over a fence at the back
- of the Show Grounds, 28th.

13. Mr. Thomas Holmes in attempting to cross the Causeway by Mr. Clayton’s
house, was swept away and drowned, 28th ; body not found until the 30th,

14. Alexander Walker, while attempting to cross Ross River Bridge at the Meat
Works, was swept away and drowned, 23th.

15-16. Roberl Baker, aged 60, and Jessie Baker, aged 56, husband and wife, who

lived in a cottage almost opposite the North Star Hotel, were drowned.
Their cottage collapsed, and their bodies were found on the 29th.

17. William John Barrett, aged 35, wharf labourer, was drowned, 29th.

18. The body of a female aboriginal was found in a swamp near the Rifle Range,
Ross Island, 29th.

o WIS
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PREVIOUS STORMS IN TOWNSVILLE.
1867—March 3rd.—A. cyclone similar to the present—1896—and of considerably
longer duration, devastated the then infant settlement, commiting serious
damage.
1870 —February 21st.—A hurricane in Townsville causing great destruction.

1877—February 23rd-26th.—Very heavy rains in Townsville, 315 inches falling in
one week, causing a serious flood.

1890 —March 24th.— Hurricane in Townsville, several houses unroofed.
1892—January 26th.—Serious Flood in Townsville, 26 inches of rain in 24 hours.
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. Mr. E. Norris’s House, Hyde Park.

. Oddfellows Hall, Ross Island.

. Mr. J. H. Rogers’ House, Hermit Park.

School of Arts.

The Alexandra ashore.

. Trolly of Passengers from the Reid to the Haughton.
Mr. George Camp 8 House, Hormit Park.

. Norman Hall.

AT DN

m

LSS

T. Willmett ¢ Co., Printers, Flinders Street, Townsville.



FIRMAN CLARKE,
-Picture Framer and Mount Cutter.

Old Pietures Renevated & Re-meunted.
GIVE HIM A TRIAL.

FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE.

NEXT DAKING, SMITH & CO.

A. M. NEWMAN & CO.,

Produce Merchants and Forwarding Agents,

FLINDERS §ST., TOWNSVILLE.

Between Palace Hotel and Lands Office.

ONLY PRIME HORSE FEED KEPT IN STOCK.

Bacon, Butter, Chesse, Hams, &c., always in stock and sold at Lowest Prices.
ALL GOODS DELIVERED FREE.

A. M. NEWMAN & CO_,
FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE.

G. MUNDY,

Faily Grocer, Brager awd General FWerchant,
FLINDERS STREET WEST,

OPPOSITE SHOW GROUNDS,

. TOWNSVILLE.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED WITH QUICKEST DESPATCH.

E. BREWSTER,

MANUFACTURER OF

Soles, Golonial Gbens, Runges, Boiler Itauds,

AND

ALL'KINDS OF 1RON WORK,
BLACKWOOD STRBEET, TOWNSVILLE.
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I, WILLMETT & (O,

Booksellers, Htationers,

Newsagents, Printers, Lithographers, =
* »  Account Book Manufacturers,

Paper Rulers and General Importérs,

TOWNSVILLE.

W

M. SGRAFTON BROWNE,

Ltationer and Wewsagent, .
WEST E N D.

CIRCULATING LIBRAR?; 8d- per WEEK.



SCOTCH [HOUSE.

MILITARY TAILOR & HABIT MAKER.

Regular Shipments from Home and Foreidn
Manufacturers Direct.

PATTERNS AND CARDS FOR SELF-MEASUREMENT
ON APPLICATION.

PETER GRAHAM.
F. W. BLAKEY,

BECONOMIC BOOT STORE,

OPPOSITE THE TELEGRAPH OFFICE,

FLINDERS STREET, TOWNSVILLE,

Keeps an Immense Stock of Boots and Shoes in all Leading Malkes,
gives the Best Value, and sends Goods by Parcel Post.

PLEASE SEND FOR PRICES.
TOWNSVILLE RAKERTY.

A. & P. McINTYRE,
Fancy @re%_@jgc}xit Bakers,

WEDDING AND CHRISTENING CAKES MADE 70 ORDER.

All Orders Pu-n;ﬁal‘ly Attended to.
FLINDERS STREET, AND PERKINS STREET SOUTH TOWNSVILLE.



CARRIAGES,
BEWICK & CO.,

TOWNSVILLE.

Buddies, Buckboards, Waddons,

Dog Carts, Sulkies and other

light vehicles at Lowest Rates.

‘We have introduced a new Buckboard Buggy, mounted on .
Cross Springs and Hickory Side Bars. It is our own design and
possesses easier riding qualities, greater carrying capacity, and is
much lighter (while equally as strong) than any double seated
buggy made.

A LITTLE MORE THAN ONE-HALF THE COST.

We want your Order. We want to please you. If you
are contemplating the purchase of a new vehicle,

GIVE US A GHOST

of a show, we will prove to you our capabilities.

Write to us before placing your Orders; a Penny
Post Card may save you Pounds.

DESIGNS AND PRIGES ON APPLICATION TO

Your obedient servants,

BEWICK & CO.



Aplin, Brown & Crawshay,

TD.,
TOWNSVYILLE,

MERCHANTS AND SHIPPING AGENTS.

Steam to London, Capetown, China and
the East.

AGENTS FOR—

ORIENT LINE OF STEAMERS T0) LONDON, Sailing fortnightly.
ABERDEEN WHITE STAR LINE, LONDON via CAPETOWN, monthly.
CHINA STEAN NAVIGATION CO., CHINA and the EAST, every three weeks.

COASTAL SERVICE.

Our own Steamers ply regularly between Plantation Creek and
Bloomfield River.

SAILING FOR-

HERBELT RIVER ¥
CARDWELL ( Weekly
GERALDTON Every Monday Night
CAIRNS s s.s. ADELAIDE.
PORT DOUGLAS

BLOOMFIELD RIVER, Fortnightly —Monday evening.
PLANTATION CREEK, Fortnightly.

DERBY TOBAGGO. KINTYRE TEA. G.S.R. GO.
SUGAR AND SYRUP.

IPLIN BROWN & CRAWSHAY LD,

TOWNSVILLE,



R. HAL THOMAS,

Is Agent for the Quecnslund Baptist, 3s. per annum ; post
free.

R.H.T. is Agent for the Australian Christian World, 12s.
per annum ; post free.

R.H.T. is Agent for H. G. Carmar, Foreign Stamp Im-
porter, New Zealand.

R.H.T. for Foreign Postage Stamps in packets, 3d., 6d.,
Is., 2s. 6d., 6s. and 10s.

R.H.T. for Foreign Postage Stamps on approval shcets,
from 1s. to 2s. 6d. each.

R.H.T. for cheap sets of Foreign Postage Stamps.

R.H.T. for Foreign Postage Stamp Albums from 2s.to7s. 6d.
R.H.T. for Splendid (igars, seven for Is.

R.H.T. for cheap Reading and Song Books, from 1s. each.
R.H.T. for cheap Toys and Fancy Goods, from 1s. *
R.H.T. for Tobacco, Cigars, Cigarettes, Pipes, &o.

R.H.T. for Birthday Cards and Presents.

R.ILT. for Colored, Tissue, Crinkled, Foolscap and Writing
Papers.

R.H.T. for Violin Strings, Resin, Pens, Peneils, Tnks, &e.

R.H.T. for English Fireworks, Japanesc Lanterns and
Colored Fircs.

R.H.T. for Marbles, Tops, Kites, Colored Beads, Neck-

laces, &c.

R.H.T. for any Book you wunt, if not in stock, he will get
it for you.

R. H. THOMAS asks for a Share of your Support, and he
will try to please you.



HARDWARE MERGHANTS

AND IMPORTERS OF

ENGLISH, AMERICAN. CONTINENTAL AND
EASTERN, IRONMONGERY. GLASSWARE,
EARTHENWARE. CHINA, BRUSHWARE,
WOODWARE, ENAMELLEDWARE,
CUTLERY, TOOLS, FIREARMS, AND
AMMUNITION, and all Requisites for—
Storekeepers, Squatters, Selectors,
Saddlers, Smiths,  Farmers,
Farriers, Furniture Dealers,
Founders, Fishermen, Con-
tractors, Carpenters, Coach-
builders, Painters, Plumbers,
Ploughmen, Tinsmiths,
Teamsters, Builders,

Boatmen, Engineers.

OFFICES ©
Flinders Btreet.
* * *

BULK STORES:
[linders Btreet.

Sturt Btreet.
Benham gtreet.
Hamilfeq Btreet.

SOLE AGENTS in NORTH QUEENSLANRD for—
Street’s White Ant Exterminator,
California Glue, Waterbury Watches,

Maren Austrian Furniture, B.L.W. Saddlery,

Thompson’s Patent Rivets, K.M, Enamelledware.

IMPORTERS OF—"0rb” Galvanized
Corrugated Iron. ““ Queens Heud’’ plain
Galvanized Iron, Bar Iron, Sheet ITron,
Pig Iron, Tin, Copper, Zinc, Lead.




4

CASH DRAPERY NART,

B. hennon 1 in regular rocmpt o1 Monthly Shrpments |

direet from Manufacturers, comprising General Drapery and Novelties
from English and Continental Houses, therefore hus Stoek 1s always

fregh, varted and well-assorted.

-

P

The Millinery Department 18 10 charge of a frsi-elass Millier,
and is replete with tho Newest Shapes in Tlats and Bonuets

The Manchoster and Furnmishing Doepartments are alwavs well |
stocked with everything required for Furnishing a North Queensland

liouse

Calicoes, Sheetings, Mosquito Nots, Tace Curtins  Tahle {
Damasks, Flosreloths and Tanoleums, cheaper than any other house
in the North.

Men's, Boys’ and Youth’s Clothing, both Knglish and (olomal
makes, Specially Selocted Patterns, and cut to suat North Quecensland.

Riding Trouserrs o Speciality

2
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Hats, Tios, Scarfs, Belts, Braces, Socks, Shurts, & &
Nowoest Gouds and Best Makers.

Trunks, Portmanteaux, Gladstone Bags, and all travelling
roquisites.

e S

R L. would call special attention to the fact thar s 1s rhe only
Drapery Business in the North worked strictly on the (ash System.
therefors, no other houso in the North is in a position to sell so

Cheaply. I
Samples and Price Lists Sent Free on Application ;
|

NOTE THE ADDRESS :

OPPOSITE FIRE BRIGADE STATION;
FLINDERS STREET.

Agent for Madame Weigel’s Paper Patterns.

el W
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