Evanton Wood Biodiversity
Evanton Wood Community Company is well placed to meet the objectives of the Ross and Cromarty East section of the Highland BAP, especially enhancing forest and woodland biodiversity through sensitive management of existing native woodland relics and mature plantations, both of which Evanton Wood have in abundance. Other objectives in the Highland BAP, which are also part of our objectives, are to protect and expand semi-natural woodland; the creation and management of riparian woodland, which  it says there is a lack of in this area.  Evanton Wood has superb riparian woodland which provides important food for fish. Other objectives in the plan which are also our objectives are to encourage more enjoyment of woods and community use of woods and greater use of timber products from woods.  

Individually important species mentioned in the woodland section of the Highland BAP which are found in Evanton Wood include red squirrel, wild cat, pine marten and creeping ladies tresses, (goodyera repens) which is not a BAP species but is important locally as it is a pine-linked boreal forest plant. There is also native oak, alder and juniper and an area of native woodland on the north side of the gorge had until recently had been designated as an SSSI. 

There are other wildlife benefits like dead wood management for fungi and insects, management of bare ground for solitary bees and wasps (including Andrena ruficrus, a local BAP species).

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP)

highlighted as priorities for conservation actions under the UK BAP

found in Evanton Wood
Terrestrial Animals 

· Otter (lutra lutra) – several holts by Allt Graad; filmed in pool in 2008
· Pine Marten (martes martes) – sighted 2009
· Red Squirrel (sciurus vulgaris) – various sightings 2010; much evidence of eaten pine cones
· Wildcat - The ecologist for the hydro scheme found evidence of wild cat, also an EWCC member saw a footprint in the snow on a rock in the river winter 200/10.
Other (non priority)

· Badger (meles meles) – several setts at west end of wood

Birds 

· Spotted fly catcher

· Song thrush

also listed as important in woodlands on the Highland Biodiversity website:

· Cross bills

· Crested tits (in adjacent woodland)

Herptiles
· Common Toad (bufo bufo) – summer 2010
Fish

· Atlantic salmon (salmo salar)

· Brown/Sea trout (salmo trutta)
· European Eel (anguilla anguilla) 

· Arctic Char (salvelinus alpinus) – one caught a few years ago by JM
Plants in and around Evanton Wood
· 68 species of Mosses in the Black Rock Gorge

· 32 species of Liverworts in the Blackrock Gorge
· 77 species of Vascular Plants in Glen Glass
(Source: British Bryological Society, 2010)

Water Cress grows in the Allt Cul na Greinne, aka Blayrach Burn; biolearach (Gaelic), rich in water cress.
Evanton Wood has three of the key features of woodland habitat as defined by the Highland Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for East Ross: 

· gorge woodlands rich in lichens and mosses 
· red squirrel population free from the threat of grey squirrels  

· some ancient wooodland.

Further comments by Murdo MacDonald of the Highland Biological Reporting Group:

	BAP species in Evanton Woods (green - potentially use the woods, orange - I have no idea)’
BAP Habitats

· River gorges

· Riparian Woodland

· Woodland Corridors


	

	Amphibians
	
	

	Bufo bufo Common toad
	
	

	Rana temporaria Common frog
	
	

	Triturus helveticus Palmate newt
	
	

	
	
	

	Bees and Wasps
	
	

	Andrena ruficrus A solitary mining bee
	
	

	Bombus soroeensis Broken-belted Bumblebee
	
	

	
	
	

	Birds
	
	

	Hirundo rustica Swallow
	
	

	Loxia scotica Scottish crossbill UK BAP
	
	

	Milvus milvus Red kite
	
	

	Muscicapa striata Spotted flycatcher UK BAP
	
	

	Pandion haliaetus Osprey
	
	

	Parus cristatus Crested tit
	
	

	Passer domesticus House sparrow
	
	

	Passer montanus Tree sparrow
	
	

	Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch UK BAP
	
	

	Scolopax rusticola Woodcock
	
	

	Turdus philomelos Song thrush UK BAP
	
	

	Tyto alba Barn Owl
	
	

	
	
	

	Butterflies and moths
	
	

	Noctua orbona Lunar yellow underwing UK BAP
	
	

	Semiothisa carbonaria Netted mountain moth UK BAP
	
	

	Xylena exsoleta Sword grass UK BAP
	
	

	Epione parallelaria Dark-bordered beauty UK BAP
	
	

	Hemaris tityus Narrow-bordered bee hawk moth UK BAP
	
	

	Paradiarsia sobrina Cousin German UK BAP
	
	

	Pararge aegeria Speckled wood
	
	

	Xestia alpicola alpina Northern dart UK BAP
	
	

	
	
	

	Fish
	
	

	Lampetra fluviatilis River lamprey
	
	

	Lampetra planeri Brook lamprey
	
	

	Petromyzon marinus Sea lamprey
	
	

	Salmo salar Salmon
	
	

	Salmo trutta Brown / sea trout
	
	

	
	
	

	Mammals
	
	

	Felis sylvestris Scottish wildcat
	
	

	Lutra lutra Otter UK BAP
	
	

	Martes martes Pine marten
	
	

	Meles meles Badger
	
	

	Myotis daubentoni Daubenton’s bat
	
	

	Myotis nattereri Natterer’s bat
	
	

	Neomys fodiens Water shrew
	
	

	Pipistrellus pipistrellus Common pipistrelle bat UK BAP
	
	

	Pipistrellus pygmaeus Soprano pipistrelle bat UK BAP
	
	

	Plecotus auritus Brown long-eared bat
	
	

	Sciurus vulgaris Red squirrel UK BAP
	
	

	
	
	

	Reptiles
	
	

	Anguis fragilis Slow worm
	
	

	Lacerta vivipara Common lizard
	
	

	Vipera berus Adder
	
	

	
	
	

	Vascular plants
	
	

	Corallorhiza trifida Coralroot orchid
	
	

	Juniperus communis Juniper UK BAP
	
	

	Populus tremula Aspen
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