Evanton Wood – Community Survey Sept/Oct 2010

· Of 82 surveys completed: All age ranges were represented with lower numbers of 18-25 age group. Approx two thirds male, one third female. 
95% were resident in Evanton. More people thought they were members than actually are.  

· 94% visit Evanton Wood - over a half visiting at least twice a month; a quarter weekly or more frequently.
· Most of all they liked the woodland environment - the variety of trees, the atmosphere, wildlife etc and the peace and quiet.  A lot of people also mentioned the walks and the opportunity to cycle etc.

· Many people said they like the wood the way it is.  

· In answer to ‘what might encourage you to go in more often’, many made no immediate suggestion. From the prompt list provided regarding possible improvements/activities: Path improvement was the most requested (33 mentions), followed by benches and seating, bike tracks, path signage and squirrel viewing. There was also significant support (over 20 mentions) for removing fallen trees, a pathways map, guided walks, family events, wildlife watching, forestry training, a bird hide, disabled access, information leaflets, and music events. Woodland skills training and removing dog poo attracted just fewer than 20 mentions each.
· Nearly half respondents indicated that nothing currently discourages them from going in the woods. Discouraging things that were mentioned at least three times included: Muddy paths, motor bikes, too many dogs off leads or dog poo, signage/access. 

· People generally do not want the trees felled,  the wood changed or houses built. 

· 76% of people surveyed want the community to buy the wood.  18% were unsure; only one person (who had never been in the wood) was against community purchase. 
· The reason given for buying Evanton Wood was so it is there for the community. A lot of people said they want to keep it as it is, to value and manage it. 
· Those who were unsure about the community purchase expressed concerns about the responsibility and commitment, funding and insurance issues. 
· More than 40% said they would consider joining EWCC. 
· In conclusion people generally like the wood as it, and want it to stay that way. They see community ownership as being a way to ensure this. People are also in favour of simple improvements such as path signage and path improvement. 


(Surveying was completed at random by three company directors, mainly standing outside the Cooperative, over a period of two weeks in end Sept-early October.)
What do you like about Evanton Wood?
· Natural, on doorstep, chanterelles – free food

· Everything

· Good lay out

· Nice for walks, safe for children, peaceful

· Everything- atmosphere, wee animals, trees, peace

· Lots to see, great for kids

· The trees

· Like woods, diversity

· Beautiful, varied, mature trees

· Like walking round it

· Peace and quiet

· Open space, good for walking, meet other people, it’s nice
· Nice walk
· Everything especially dog walking

· Freedom, nice being able to walk out your back door

· Quiet

· Variety of trees

· Very local, walk out front door, place to get out

· Just always been there, part of scenery

· Peace and quiet, nice place to go

· Peace

· That it is there

· Wildlife, smell of the trees, mystery

· Easy to walk in because of the paths

· Shelter, good walk, good for exercise

· Peace and tranquillity

· Atmosphere of natural woodland

· Peaceful

· Walk

· Peaceful, wouldn’t know you were in the middle of a village

· Place for dog walking

· The nature of it, wilderness feeling

· Wilderness feeling but close to village

· The wood, close to house

· Peaceful, views are nice, part of Evanton

· No litter, clean

· Tidy, clean, good wood

· Beautiful
· Like being in the wood, dog walking

· Shelter, smell from forestry

· Space for riding bikes

· Nice walk, sheltered, gorge

· Peace and quiet

· Peace and quiet

· Sheltered

· Lovely in all seasons, see people, quiet

· Accessible trails, very peaceful

· The river, fishing

· Scenery, solitude, wildlife, birds, squirrels

· Nature

· Walks and dogs

· Cycling

· Fun on bike

· Peaceful 

· Escape, nature, interesting for children, touch, colour etc

· Peaceful, pleasant

· Just like woods, lovely amenity

· Like it

· Peace and quiet

· Quiet, gorge, like it the way it is

· Peace and quiet – take grandchildren

· Quiet and peaceful, colours of trees, dog walking

· Footpaths – all give different views, garden backs onto it.

· Quiet

· Nice walk

· Nice, nature, trees

· Good for exercise

· Peace and quiet

· Mountain biking

· Nice quiet walk, good for photos

· The gorge

· The gorge, cycle tracks

· Local, peaceful, interaction with life

What might encourage you to go into the wood more often? 
Spontaneous answers before being presented with check list (below):

· Activities, better management of wood, involvement

· Retirement, leave it natural

· Better access from Knockrash

· Orienteering, gorge walking, 

Which of these might encourage you/would you like more often?

· Improved pathways


33                      

· Clear the fallen trees             

28      

· Local source of wood fuel                        23     

· Disabled access/buggies                           25        

· Guided walks                                            26       

· Pathways map                                           28  

· Benches/seating                                        32   

· Family events                                            28  

· Bird hide                                                    26 

· Music events                                              20 

· Forestry training opportunities                  28

· Other woodland skills                                18

· Squirrel viewing                                         30

· Wildlife watching                                       27 

· Path signage                                                31 

· Info leaflets                                                 22 

· Bike tracks                                                  31       

· Less dog mess                                             19       

Other Suggestions:

· Action on teenage parties – glass hazard

· Dog poo bins (2 people)

· Bike track with smooth surface, rocky surface, closed off for bikes

· Community ownership, increased/better management, remove western hemlock, thinning

· Treetop walkways – anything to encourage people to go into the wood

· Remove branches 

· Environmental audit

· Happy with woods as they are

· Make it easier for buggies

· Nice already, Keep natural

· More info on trees

· More people centred, whimsical stuff, eg wood sculptures

· Enjoy it 

· Natural ecosystem

· Bridle path

· Separate quad track

What would you not like to see happen in the woods? 

· Housing development   

· Houses being built

· Building/access curtailed

· Nothing

· Benches etc – anything not natural

· Nothing

· Dog poo

· Woods being  chopped down

· Houses

· Sell it off piecemeal, felling areas of trees

· Houses

· Wood being cleared

· Not taken over by govt. - heart of community

· Clear felled

· Wouldn’t like to see it disappear, 

· Too sanitised

· Too much change

· To see it go.  Should be there for the people of Evanton, educational tool for the whole village, get kids involved in it, and learn about habitat for wildlife. 

· Too much organised activity, kept natural

· Development

· Loosing trees

· Felling and vandalism

· Woods being cut down

· To see them cut down

· Felling

· Not developed

· Felled

· Clear felling, further development at boundaries

· Restricted access

· Trees being cut down

· Would not like it to be organised

· Not changed too much

· Taken away

· Flats

· Trees being cut

· Housing

· Clear fell or heavy thinning

· Dog fouling, dirt bikes,

· Keep them as they are

· Cutting all the trees

· Changed, not a landmark

· Abuse, eg motor bikes

· Lot of wood felling, uniform trees

· Cutting the trees, mature hardwoods better than the fir trees

· Clear felling

· Commercialisation

· Motor bikes

· Cut down

· Cut down

· Cut down

· Trees felled, houses built

· Trees chopped down

· Clear felling

· Taking out too many trees

· Theme park, keep natural

· Commercial cutting

· Litter

· Disappear

· Commercialised

· Not too much  cut down

· Housing

· Cut  down

· Excessive felling

· Not chopped down

· Keep it as it is

· Major cutting

· Cutting trees large scale

· Stopping people from getting round it

· Any buildings (except log cabin)

· Heavy felling restrictive byelaws eg re bikes 
Categories
· Trees felled 36
· Housing 9

· Changed 7

· Access restricted 3
Are you in favour of the community buying and managing the wood
Yes 63, Unsure 15, No 1
If so why?   

· Yes, if we are able to raise the money.  Need for ongoing commitment

· To preserve it for the community

· For the children/dogs

· Continue to be able to used by everyone

· For the community, Encourage more people to use it

· Look after wood better for village,  involve younger generation, learn more about wood

· Be more active with the wood, bike track

· Why not?

· Increase community use of wood

· Should be for us/residents

· Make it look nicer, plant more trees, say not to cut down trees

· Organise items on survey, put in signage

· To prevent commercialism

· Good for nature, guided tourist walks

· To improve wood, more accessible, tidy

· Part of the area, part of Evanton

· Guarantee that it stays the way it is, rather than anything happening to it. 

· Community would have control of it, not sold off

· Local people would have more care for it when it is their own resource

· So the community can enjoy it without it being under threat.

· To preserve woodland 

· So we have control

· Good for the community

· To keep it as it is

· To prevent it being felled and developed

· Community looking after their own (wood)

· Remain for community use

· For the community benefit

· To safeguard its future

· Developed for benefit of community

· No change

· Anti rules and regs 

· Community
· Potential, community things, tourist attraction

· Make more attractive, more locals into wood

· Better, keep the trees

· Keep it local

· Good for the community, shared commitment

· Great resource for village, keeps village quiet

· Excellent resource for community, use it as a community

· Protect for local community

· Owned by the community 

· Great idea

· Should be able to own what they enjoy

· Good for the community

· Then they won’t cut it down

· So it is ours

· Part of Evanton, don’t want it privatised, keep access

· Part of the village, the whole ambience

· Wonderful amenity

· Protected for  future

· People get a say

· Benefit to village

· Part of the village

· Prevent trees being cut

· Maintenance

· Afraid what might happen otherwise.

· People have a say

· Community

· Good idea

· So that nobody stops us from going round it

· Mixed feelings re worst possible scenario

· If it is self sustaining by managed forestry

If not why not?   

· Burden for future generations

· Would it make any difference? Would EWCC be liable for anything that happens in wood?

· Responsibility, insurance

· What is expected?
· Continual funding

· Money

· Maintenance issues

· Restrictive rules, public liability
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