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1.
INTRODUCTION 

This plan sets out the long term aim and objectives of the Evanton Wood Community Company in their aspiration to own and manage the woodland known as Evanton Wood in Easter Ross. 

The current owners of the wood, Novar Estates, have offered the community the opportunity to purchase the woodland through private negotiation prior to offering it for sale on the open market.

The plan has been prepared under the instruction of the Evanton Wood Community Company Board of Directors as part of a wider feasibility study into their proposed purchase of the woodland. 

Consultation within the community of Evanton has identified a long term aim and objectives for the management of the woodland which have been used in developing this plan.

As well as stating the long term aim and objectives of the groups’ management, the plan prescribes the management operations required to achieve these objectives for the period 2009 – 2014 and provides an indication of the financial implications of pursuing these objectives for a fifteen year period.

2.
NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY
The community of Evanton in Easter Ross has been given the opportunity to purchase the woodland known as Evanton Wood from the current owner who is intending to sell the woodland.

Due to the proximity of the woodland to the village and its high amenity and recreational value there has always been an interest from within the community regarding its management and long term future.

Past management has created a diverse woodland with a complex structure incorporating a wide range of species and age classes in an intimate mixture. This diversity creates a visually attractive woodland with a greater array of habitats and micro-habitats attractive to a range of species including European Protected Species (EPS) and UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) species whilst maintaining stands of productive conifers capable of producing a sustainable supply of timber from the site. 

This integrated approach to management was recognised in 2003 when Evanton Wood won the Management of Small Woodlands category in the Scottish Finest Woodlands awards.

The community of Evanton aspire to continue this approach to management through a pro-active approach that ensures the enhancement of the recreational and biodiversity features of the woodland whilst ensuring the sustainable management of the timber resource.

This plan outlines the features of interest within the woodland and considers the wider issues associated with the management objectives and the forest management operations required to achieve these objectives.

Although this is a 5year management plan it includes an indicative budget for a 15year period and it highlights timber harvesting as a principal income stream and emphasises the importance of support through the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) and how significant elements of this are discretionary and therefore cannot be guaranteed.

Under community ownership, management of Evanton Wood will be dynamic with many management operations being carried out. Community groups will have the opportunity to become involved in woodland management activities fostering a greater understanding of this important rural land management activity and its wider impacts and benefits.

3.
DESCRIPTION
Evanton Wood is situated adjacent to the village of Evanton in Easter Ross and provides the scenic wooded backdrop to the village when approaching from the south. The proposed purchase area extends to 66 hectares and although the spectacular Black Rock Gorge SSSI, recognised as an important remnant of mixed deciduous woodlands that were once more widespread throughout the area, is not included within the purchase area, a section of the gorge is immediately adjacent on the northern boundary. 

The site has a southerly aspect and is generally flat with some internal variations in the topography. The soils are mainly free draining brown earths and podsols with some areas of gleyed soils. 

Scots Pine (SP), Larch (La), Douglas Fir (DF), and Sitka Spruce (SS) are the dominant species within the woodland however Beech (Be) occurs throughout usually in mixture with SP and La.

Although this is predominantly a coniferous woodland, the stand structure is atypical of conventional conifer woodland and in many respects it represents the type of woodland that the Scottish Forestry Strategy 2006 aspires to create with its’ wide range of species and age classes distributed throughout the area in an environment that is visually pleasing and has a higher biodiversity value than a conventional coniferous plantation.

Key Features: The most common habitats

· Old Growth Conifer Woodland (circa 1913)

· Mature Beech Woodland (circa 1913)

· Mid-Rotation Conifer Woodland (circa 1960’s)

· Regeneration zones (circa 1990’s)

· Riparian zones

· Open space

· Adjacent Farmland

· Adjacent Housing


The woodland is an important habitat for many woodland species and includes European Protected Species such as Bats and Otters and a population of Red Squirrels which are a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species. 

Although Evanton Wood is not designated as priority woodland for Red Squirrels it will be an important area within the strategy for the conservation of Red Squirrels in Scotland.

Key Species Resident / Frequenting Evanton Wood: 

· Various Birds of Prey, including Red Kite

· Scottish Crossbills 

· Red Squirrel

· Pine Marten

· Otters

· Bats

4.
HISTORY

Although there have been many influences in the creation of this diverse woodland over the previous century, two principal factors stand out as highly influential. Periodic wind-blow incidents and the adoption and implementation of an alternative silvicultural system since the late 1950’s have resulted in woodland that is different from other woodlands managed under the more conventional regime of the clear-fell system.

Tree cover of varying degrees will have existed on the site for many generations but the current woodland is a direct result of the damaging storms of the late 1800’s where extensive areas of woodland throughout the north east of Scotland were flattened in a series of storms during the 1890’s. Evanton Wood was affected at this time and a replanting programme completed in 1913 has resulted in the extensive areas of Scots Pine and Larch with Beech, and the towering groves of Douglas Fir and Sitka Spruce that are important features of the present woodland environment. These areas were thinned conventionally until 1953 when another damaging storm hit the northeast and affected Evanton Wood. It was following the clearance of damaged areas at this time that natural regeneration became an important feature of the wood with cleared areas regenerating from seed from the remaining standing trees. 

At this time the management regime changed from a conventional silvicultural system, where thinning was carried out with the aim of improving the crop for ultimate clear-fell, to a system where thinning was carried out to encourage natural regeneration with the gradual removal of the main-crop as the regeneration developed. This system worked very well and, during the period from 1960 to the present, the structure of the woodland began to change with natural regeneration developing as the older crops were thinned and gradually removed. This system favoured the more shade tolerant species and therefore Western Hemlock, Sitka Spruce and to a lesser extent Beech and Douglas Fir were regenerating more freely than the light demanding Scots Pine and Larch.

Significant wind-blow occurred again in 1989 and as recently as 2006 although the more diverse stand structure in place by this time minimised the damage and, in the case of the 1989 storm, the cleared areas have regenerated well with a range of species. The areas damaged in 2006 remain un-cleared.  

Due to its proximity to the village and the presence of the Black Rock Gorge the wood is used as a recreational facility by locals and tourists from the adjacent Black Rock Caravan Park. An informal network of tracks and footpaths is well established linking the woodland to the wider countryside and incorporating the bridges that cross the gorge. Although some of the routes feature in a locally produced leaflet of walks the tracks are not way-marked.

In recognition of its integrated approach to woodland management Evanton Wood was awarded the Hunter Blair trophy for winning the “Management of small woodlands” category of the Scotland’s Finest Woods awards in 2004.

5.
MANAGEMENT AIM

The ultimate aim of this plan is for the community to actively manage the woodland in a manner that maintains, enhances, and perpetuates the existing diverse environment and to develop its’ value to the community as an educational and recreational resource. 

6.
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

· To generate income streams from timber harvesting in a manner that is sustainable and sympathetic to the management aim.
· To maintain the integrity of the landscape feature that the woodland provides as a backdrop to Evanton village.

· To maintain and enhance the recreational values of the woodland for the community and wider public.

· To improve biodiversity within the woodland with particular consideration being given to ensuring the well-being of the resident Red Squirrel population.

· Provide an educational and learning resource for all ages, but particularly young people, through improved interpretation and habitat and species monitoring. 
· Develop woodland management awareness and skills among local people so volunteers can be involved in management tasks and work days where appropriate.
7.
CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES
7.1
Way leaves
Several way-leaves cross the woodland area including 3 high voltage electricity transmission lines passing through compartment 8 and a lower voltage line in compartment 1 (see constraints map).

A pipeline carrying a public water supply from Glen Glass to Evanton passes through the extreme SE corner of compartment 7 and travels adjacent to the forest road for approximately 240metres.

Protection measures will be required when working in the vicinity of these way-leaves.

7.2
Vehicular Access

There are several pedestrian access points to the area but the only vehicular access suitable for Heavy Goods Vehicles is via the Black Rock Caravan Park. This is a narrow gravel track that passes through the entrance to the caravan park, in the centre of the village, before entering the wood at compartment 1 and continuing a further 1000metres to a point where compartments 1, 3 & 4 converge (see constraints map).

To ensure safe and efficient access for timber haulage vehicles during harvesting operations the access must be retained and maintained.

In addition to this road there is an additional 2400metres of track suitable only for 4WD vehicles.

7.3
Protected Species

Evanton Wood provides a suitable habitat for a wide range of species some of which will be residents of the woodland and others with larger territories may forage occasionally within the wood. All flora and fauna is protected by a range of legislation and a suite of guidelines for forest operations have been developed to ensure impacts are minimised. 

Some species whose populations are under particular threat receive a greater degree of protection. The EU Habitats and Species Directive (1992) provided this and in February 2007 this was revised and now requires forestry operations which could cause an offence, to European Protected Species (EPS), to proceed under licence.

The European Protected Species that are known to occur within or frequent Evanton Wood include Otter and Pipistrelle Bats, it is also possible that the less common Naterers Bat occurs in the wood and that Scottish Wildcat may visit the woodland rarely.

Both Red Squirrels, a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species, and Pine Marten are resident in the wood and although not EPS they are protected under schedule 5 of the Wildlife &Countryside Act as amended by the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. 

Badgers may also be present and badger setts and the badgers themselves are protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992.

It is quite likely that the need for licensing to carry out forestry operations will be avoided but when planning and implementing works it will be necessary to take account of the risks to these species and their habitats. Survey work will be required prior to operations commencing to identify sensitive sites and to ensure that damage is avoided and disturbance minimised.
7.4
Nature Conservation Designations

There are no designated features within the community woodland area however the Black Rock Gorge Site of Scientific Interest is located immediately adjacent to the woodland. The designated area is restricted to a narrow strip on either side of the spectacular gorge and includes one of the few remnants of semi natural woodland in Easter Ross.

Although out-with the community woodland area consent from Scottish Natural Heritage would be required for any operations considered to be a threat to the qualifying features of the site. 
7.5
Watercourses 
The main watercourse in the vicinity of Evanton Wood in the River Glass (Allt Graad), although this river is out-with the area to be owned and managed by the community, appropriate guidelines and mitigation measures would be required when carrying out forest operations within the woodland to ensure this locally important Salmon River is protected.

A small tributary of the River Glass, the Allt Cul Na Greine, passes through the wood from the SW to the NE and would also require appropriate protection during forest operations. 

7.6
Public Access

Due to its proximity to the village there is a high level of informal recreational use throughout Evanton Wood. There is a network of tracks and paths dissecting the area that are used regularly by walkers, cyclists, and motor cyclists. Most of the usage is by residents of Evanton but in the summer months visitors to the caravan park and other tourists looking to view the Black Rock Gorge also visit the wood. Occasionally horse riders use the area.

With the exception of the occasional formal visit by the Evanton Health Walk Group all recreational usage is informal, unregulated, and carried out with minimal maintenance, if any, to tracks and paths. 

In recent years a conflict situation has developed between those using the woodland for walking and the unregulated use of motor-cycles that are causing noise disturbance and damage to tracks and vegetation.

To ensure public health and safety, any forestry operations being carried out in the wood, especially those involving timber harvesting, will have to take into account the recreational use. There is clear guidance in the Scottish Outdoor Access Code on how to manage this.
7.7
Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP)

The SRDP is a £1.6 billion programme of economic, environmental and social measures designed to develop rural Scotland over the next six years. Individuals and groups may seek support to help deliver the Government's strategic objectives in rural Scotland.

There are a wide range of measures within the SRDP that would provide financial support for many of the management operations and improvements required to maintain Evanton Wood as an attractive and dynamic woodland environment that provides multiple benefits. It is important that support is secured in the short term from this programme to maintain the viability of the woodland management until other income streams can be developed.

The options that would be most suited to Evanton Wood such as the Sustainable Management of Forests Woodland Improvement Grants are within the Rural Priorities Programme and are discretionary grants which cannot be guaranteed until the application process has been completed.

To have access to these grants an approved Forest Plan must be in place, contributory funding is available to successful applicants to prepare such a plan.

The community involvement and the management objectives of Evanton Wood would be sympathetic to the overall aims of the SRDP and should score favourably in the application process.

To access the programme the land must be registered within the Integrated Administrative Control System (IACS). This process has already been instigated by the Board of Directors. 

The SRDP was belatedly introduced in April 2008. It is a complex scheme and there have been many “teething problems” resulting in delays for agents and advisors in accessing information and therefore becoming familiar with the opportunities and restrictions associated with the programme.
7.8
Timber Markets

The harvesting and sale of timber from Evanton Wood is currently the principal source of income available to whoever owns it and there are significant opportunities to generate income in the short term and on an on-going basis.

The Scottish timber market is notoriously cyclical and is affected by a wide range of factors including global demand for timber products, exchange rates, and UK house-building.

The North of Scotland has a wide range of timber processors who require on-going supplies of timber and Evanton Wood is well located to take advantage of these timber marketing opportunities. Its proximity to the A9 and relatively good working conditions within the woodland would be attractive to a range of buyers and if marketed appropriately should attract good prices.

The niche marketing of the better quality larger trees, especially Douglas Fir and to a lesser extent Larch could attract premium prices.

There are other developments in the timber market that should have a positive impact on the future management of Evanton Wood. The spiralling energy costs in the UK and the emergence of the renewable energy sector creates an opportunity for the use of wood in the generation of heat and power.

There are markets emerging at a very small and local scale where individual houses and public buildings are installing wood-fuel heating systems. These systems are creating a demand for a regular and consistent supply of woodfuel products and opportunities exist within the supply chain for entrepreneurial woodland owners and contractors to become established as woodfuel suppliers. 

At an industrial scale, the current construction of a 5MWe combined heat & power plant and associated pelletizing plant, by the Irish sawmilling company Balcas, at Invergordon, will provide a very local outlet for large quantities of relatively low grade timber.

7.9 
UK Woodland Assurance Scheme (UKWAS)

Forest certification recognises the fact that consumers have a right to know whether the forest product that they are purchasing comes from a sustainably managed forest. In the UK  UKWAS is the agreed standard for forest certification and can provide benefits to woodland owners in terms of market access and enhanced prices. Management to the standard and annual registration fees do apply and with the level of harvesting activity and associated timber sales being relatively small it is unlikely that certification would be suitable for Evanton Wood. This situation should be reviewed regularly in relation to annual fees, harvesting programmes, and timber markets.
  
7.10
Archaeology 

There are no designated archaeological features within Evanton Wood however there is a well which was installed in the late 19th Century to supply the now demolished Balconie Castle. The site of the well in compartment 2 has been recently renovated by the community council. 

In compartment 4 there are the very scant remains of a house which was occupied by “Maggie o the wood” up until the 1950’s.
In the fields adjacent to the western boundary of the property there is a scheduled ancient monument known as the Carn Liath chambered cairn.

7.11
Education

In recent years the woodland has been used by the Kiltearn Primary School as an introduction to Environmental Studies for pupils, giving an excellent opportunity to develop greater awareness and understanding of land use issues.

For over 20 years students from the Scottish School of Forestry at Culloden have visited the wood annually as part of their Silvicultural Systems module. Also as a result of the strong links with the forestry school groups of forestry students from many countries throughout Europe and beyond have included a visit to Evanton Wood during tours of Scotland and the UK.

In recent years the wood has been visited by a wide range of groups and individuals including MSP’s, the FC Chairman, the FE Chief Executive, various Conservators and other FC staff. The Continuous Cover Forestry Group has held workshops in Evanton Wood and the International Union of Forest Research Organisations visited in 1999.

8.
MANAGEMENT PRESCIPTIONS AND RATIONAL
There are several key management prescriptions that are required to ensure the objectives are met and these prescriptions can be applied generally across the woodland area. All operations will be carried out in accordance with UK Forest Standards.

8.1
Low Impact Silvicultural Systems 
To maintain the diverse species and age class structure of the wood, thinning and small scale felling operations should be carried out on a regular cycle.

A thinning programme where trees are removed to allow the development of younger stems or to manage light levels within the stand to encourage natural regeneration will be carried out on a 7year cycle. 

During this operation, opportunities to create felled coupes, normally less than 0.25ha, will be sought to facilitate the conditions for the natural regeneration of light demanding species such as Scots Pine and Larch. These coupes would normally be created where pockets of wind-blow occur or where distinctive areas of commercially mature trees can be felled without creating a high wind-blow risk for remaining trees.

The overall aim of the operation would be encourage the regeneration of approximately 1/70th of the productive area of the woodland (45ha) for each year of the thinning cycle. In hypothetical terms this would mean that 7 x (45/70) i.e. 4.5ha would be regenerated every 7years and mature trees would be felled at an average of 70years old. 

The reality of this type of management is that there are many factors that influence the success of the system and a regular monitoring and review regime is required to ensure that objectives are being met.

The harvesting programme will be flexible to allow the re-active intervention when market demands create unique marketing opportunities. This is particularly important when marketing the premium value timber from the larger trees.

The application of this type of system should attract an annual payment of £28/ha/yr over the total woodland area for a period of 5years from the SRDP.

8.2
Replanting/Regeneration
Natural regeneration will be the preferred means of restocking felled areas and site conditions in Evanton Wood are generally very good for successful regeneration. 

The wide range of trees species and a high proportion of mature and veteran trees with large crowns ensure regular and abundant seed production. The soils and light conditions within the woodland are suitable for seed germination and the soil fertility is not particularly high therefore weed competition is not a serious problem and presently, browsing by deer and rabbits is not significant.

Relying on natural regeneration for restocking means that the successful establishment of particular species cannot be guaranteed. Several factors influence which species become successfully established under such a regime. Some species, like Sitka Spruce, produce vast quantities of seed on a regular basis compared to others, like Douglas Fir, where seed production is less frequent. Shade tolerant species such as Western Hemlock are able to germinate under quite a dense canopy whereas Scots Pine requires much more light to germinate. Broadleaved species tend to be slower at establishing compared to the faster growing conifers.

To ensure the management objectives are met and that an appropriate species mix is maintained on the site supplementary or enrichment planting will need to be carried out.

The desired species will depend upon the individual site however a general presumption will be for DF/SP/Larch on the drier mineral soils with Sitka Spruce being favoured in the wetter areas. Native species such as Birch, Alder, Ash, and Oak will be encouraged in the areas adjacent to the Black Rock Gorge SSSI and also the Allt Cul Na Greine.

A proportion of the enrichment tree planting could be carried out by volunteer groups from within the community thereby encouraging the awareness and development of woodland management skills.

At the time of producing this report it is unclear how and whether natural regeneration within a LISS will be supported through the SRDP. Clarification on this matter has not yet been forthcoming and hopefully additional income will be possible through this route. 

8.3
Ground Preparation
It is anticipated that ground preparation will not be required in many regeneration zones however this will be monitored and if required, scarification or excavator mounding will be used to create the correct conditions for successful regeneration.  
8.4
Protection

Roe deer are present in Evanton Wood all year round and Sika deer occasionally frequent the western extremity. Browsing and fraying by deer can significantly damage young trees resulting in more expensive establishment costs and deformed stems. 

The high level of dog walking that occurs in the woodland is a significant deterrent to deer and damage close to well used tracks and pathways is minimal. In the quieter areas browsing damage does occur and deer control through a culling programme will be required to ensure browsing damage is maintained at an acceptable level.

An element of deer culling will be taking place on neighbouring properties and the number of deer requiring to be shot within the woodland will be very low. There are professionally qualified and appropriately insured individuals capable of carrying out this level of cull both safely and discreetly on a voluntary basis.

Rabbits occur in small numbers on some of the woodland edges and although they currently do not cause any damage the situation should be monitored and action taken in the event of numbers increasing and damage occurring.

The use of fencing to exclude browsing animals is not appropriate for a low impact system with small scale and widespread regeneration areas.

8.5
Respacing
In the event of successfully established natural regeneration it is quite likely that the stocking density (trees/ha) will be too high for the optimum development of the young trees. At approximately 10years old or 2-2.5m tall the regeneration will be spaced out to approximately 3-5000trees/ha. This operation creates better growing conditions for the young trees and allows an element of manipulation of species on the site. 

A proportion of this work could be carried out using hand tools and allowing the participation of volunteers thereby encouraging an awareness of woodland management and developing some relevant skills within the community. 

8.6
Thinning
Thinning of young stands will normally begin when the trees are 20-25 years old tree, depending on the species and market conditions. In mixed species stands the thinning operation provides further opportunity for species manipulation.
8.7
Biodiversity

The Low Impact Silvicultural System to be applied in Evanton Wood has an inherent benefit for most of the wildlife living in and around the woodland. Although the system involves regular harvesting operations the nature of these operations ensures a stable woodland environment where dramatic changes in stand structure are avoided. 

The enhancement of biodiversity will be a major feature in the planning of all operations with particular consideration being given to the European Protected Species and the UK Biodiversity Action Plan species.

Otters will use the river and its tributaries for foraging and may have holts or “lying up” areas in the wood. Care will be taken care during all operations to ensure minimal disturbance to riverbanks.

Bats will use rot holes and cracks in mature trees both as maternity roosts and as hibernacula.  Whilst it is more common for them to be present in mature broadleaves, large conifers may also provide opportunities for bats particularly if there is a double leader. The mature Beech, Sitka Spruce and Douglas Fir in Evanton Wood will provide suitable roosts for bats and suitable trees will be identified and retained in the long term. 

Red Squirrels are an important feature of the woodland and it is a key objective of management to maintain and enhance conditions for this iconic species. The continuing use of a LISS and maintaining a wide range of tree species and age classes in Evanton Wood are vital to the survival of this local population. 

The LISS ensures a stable woodland environment and the wide range of tree species and age classes ensures a wide range of habitats and a regular and varied food supply.

Harvesting operations will avoid sensitive times of year in relation to breeding seasons and pre harvesting surveys will identify the location of dreys to ensure these sites are protected during operations.

Deadwood is an important and often under-represented feature of non-native woodlands. Standing dead trees and fallen debris provide a wide range of microhabitats creating suitable conditions for fungi, lichens, invertebrates and mosses. Where they do not pose a risk to public safety dead and dying trees will be retained to increase this valuable habitat.

8.8
Public Access & Recreation

There is quite clearly a high level of recreational usage within the woodland and the management of this use is currently subject to review with the development of a recreational management plan being considered by the Board of Directors in conjunction with the Highland Council Access Officer. The likely objectives of this plan will include:

· To provide for appropriate mountain bike use that will not conflict with walkers.                                   

· To raise the profile of the wood and the adjacent Black Rock Gorge as a visitor interest and destination.
· To increase the level of usage of the wood by pedestrians, visiting either as groups or individuals, through improved signage and promotion.

· To improve ease of access in the parts of the wood where paths currently exists, including some all-abilities sections.

The SRDP provides opportunities to improve the facilities for recreational use and contribute towards these objectives through an annual payment of £28/ha/yr for activities that focus on public access provision with a particular emphasis on creation, improvement and promotion.

Some woodland operations create a hazard for other woodland users. To reduce this risk guidance from the Scottish Access Code and the advice of the Highland Council Access Officer will be used hen planning and implementing operations.

8.9
Landscape Impact

The Low Impact Silvicultural System will minimise the landscape impact of the forest operations although there will be some short term detrimental impact to the internal landscape of the woodland during and for a few months following harvesting operations.

The wooded ridge in compartment 1 forms the backdrop to the village when approaching from the south and is a significant feature of the local landscape. It is a key aim of the plan to maintain the landscape value of this feature. The ridge is covered mainly with mature Scots Pine and an under-storey of Sitka Spruce in various placed throughout. 

Recent storms have caused some damage to trees on this ridge and the uniform age class and elevated position means that this area does carry a higher risk of a wind-blow than in other areas of Evanton Wood.  An extreme wind-blow event could cause a dramatic change in the landscape resulting in the loss of tree cover for a number of years. If tree cover is to be perpetuated on the ridge in the long term, the development of younger trees must be encouraged and thinning must be carried out to create the correct conditions for this.

8.10
Tree Inspection

Woodland owners have a responsibility to ensure that trees within their woodlands do not pose a serious threat to the safety of members of the public and people working in the wood.

Regular monitoring will be required of trackside trees and trees adjacent to neighbouring property, especially on the southern boundary of compartment 1 where several dwellings are situated close to the woodland edge.  
8.11
Road Maintenance

To ensure the safe and efficient transport of timber from the site the access track will be maintained on a regular basis.  
8.12
Education

The Board of Directors are liaising closely with Kiltearn Primary School to ensure that the woodland remains a valuable external resource for the school.

8.13
Review

As with all management planning documents this plan should be reviewed regularly to ensure that changing circumstances are taken into account. In the event of ownership the Community Woodland Management Group will broaden their own experiences of woodland management and this, in conjunction with changing support schemes and marketing opportunities, will influence the future direction of the woodland management.  A full review of this management plan should be carried out in the final year of the plan.
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Past: 		Timber production. Introduction of alternative silviculture.


Recent Past: 	Timber production & recreation


Present:	As above	


Future: 	Timber production, recreation, education, community


involvement & conservation.   


Surrounding Land Use: Agriculture, forestry, housing, & sporting.
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