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Introduction
Evanton Wood lies in The Highland Council area (Vice County number 106).  It has no existing designation, although part of the site lay within the Black Rock Gorge Site of Special Scientific Interest that was denotified in September 2010.
The wooded gorge that forms the north western boundary of Evanton Wood is listed in the Ancient Woodland Inventory as ancient woodland (category 1) which means that it was present on General Roy’s military maps of 1750. The main body of the woodland is listed as long-established woodland of plantation origin (category 2b) which means that it has existed since at least 1860. These woodlands are therefore considered to be of local conservation importance.
The wood is owned by Evanton Wood Community Company, and this survey has been carried out at their request.
Summary Description
Evanton Wood (65.44 ha), which is located immediately north of Evanton in Ross-shire, consists mainly of mixed plantation with some blocks of conifer plantation and a small area of semi-natural woodland.  A burn flows through the site and this has a small pond associated with it.
The high point of the site lies at an altitude of 78 metres and the southern boundary is defined by an esker ridge.  The north eastern part of the wood slopes down to the Allt Graad river and the western arm consists of a steep slope running down to the Black Rock Gorge.  The Allt Cul na Grèine burn runs through the site from south west to north east and joins the Allt Graad at the boundary between compartments 6 and 7.  There is a small pond, essentially a widening of the burn, at the eastern edge of compartment 4 that is undergoing ecological succession and may vegetate in if left unmanaged.  Elsewhere there are some small natural wet hollows and also flooded ruts associated with forest vehicles.  The site has a network of tracks and paths that are well used by local residents and visitors.
The esker ridge to the south is covered largely with planted conifers, with Scots pine and Douglas fir prevalent.  There is some broadleaf in the canopy, and this is mainly to be found at the bottom of the slopes either side of the ridge.  The ground flora is quite diverse here and this is the only compartment where creeping lady’s tresses was found.  The south edge of the site abuts many peoples’ gardens and there are some issues with dumping of garden waste and, not unrelated, the incursion of non-native plant species.  Between the west end of the ridge and the southern boundary is an area that was clear-felled a number of years ago, and has been colonised by birch and willow such that it now resembles a semi-natural woodland.

Most of the rest of the site consists of mixed plantation with Douglas fir, Scots pine, western hemlock, larch, Norway and Sitka spruce as the main conifer species.  Many of these trees are very tall and form magnificent specimens, some of considerable girth.  Beech is the dominant hardwood although there are smaller proportions of birch, rowan and willow.  Parts of the northern sector of the site have recently been planted up with native trees such as rowan, hazel, ash, oak and cherry.  The ground flora tends to be dominated by great wood rush and wood sorrel, with high components of mosses such as big shaggy moss and greater fork moss.
The long western arm of the site forming compartment 8 consists of conifer plantation on steep north west facing slopes dropping down to Black Rock Gorge.  The main species are Douglas fir and Norway spruce, though at the bottom of the slope, immediately above the gorge, the woodland is much more natural in character, and birch predominates.  Here, as might be expected, the ground flora and shrub layer is much more diverse.
The site is largely man-made and the predominant habitats are typical of the local area.  Ownership by the community woodland group, however, presents opportunities to promote the more natural attributes of the site, for example by planting of native trees, increasing the component of lying and standing dead wood and by fostering local interest in the conservation of the wood.
Boundary Statement
The site boundary is formed by the limits of Evanton Wood Community Company’s ownership, and is defined by fences to south and by the Allt Graad river to the north.
Surveyor's Statement
The site was surveyed to Phase 2 standard. The surveyor holds an M Sc in Ecology and a Higher National Certificate in Habitat Surveying. The surveyor has completed approximately 20 previous surveys of this type and also has significant experience of botanical field study teaching in a wide variety of habitats.

Limitations of survey
The survey was carried out a little late in the season for a woodland site, and it is possible that some less conspicuous plants were missed owing to being concealed amongst rank vegetation.

It was not possible to identify with certainty the species of plants found in difficult groups such as willows Salix spp.

Compartment 1A 
Coniferous plantation
Phase l code A1.2.2
Area = 7.32 hectares

This long thin compartment straddles an esker ridge running east to west and is planted conifer, though the proportion of broad-leaved trees increases downslope and close to the paths that form it’s boundaries.  The conifer canopy is dominated by Scots pine Pinus sylvestris and Douglas fir Pseudotsuga menziesii and there is a high proportion of larch Larix sp.  Much of the broad-leaved component is beech Fagus sylvatica, although there is good regeneration of rowan Sorbus aucuparia in particular, especially where a power line crosses the compartment.  No one species dominates the shrub layer, although beech, Douglas fir, gorse Ulex europaea, larch, rowan, Sitka spruce Picea sitchensis, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and western hemlock Tsuga heterophylla are all occasional.  The ground flora is dominated by big shaggy moss Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus, though towards the west, the proportion of blaeberry increases in the ground cover, and it is in this area that scattered colonies of creeping lady’s tresses Goodyera repens are found.  Further west still, much of the conifer has been thinned, resulting in brash-strewn ground of little botanical interest.  There is a high proportion of bare ground in the compartment.  There are some habitat piles that are beneficial for the site, and a small proportion of lying dead wood.  There is no standing dead wood at present.
Target note 1
NH60516628
Garden waste is being dumped here on the south eastern edge of the compartment.  Managers of the woodland should be aware of the risk of incursion of invasive non-native species.  Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus was noted at this location.
Target note 2
NH60406632
A power line crosses the compartment at this point.  There is good regeneration of rowan.  Sycamore is well established to the south end of the line.
Target note 3
NH60266637
A colony of creeping lady’s tresses was found here in a slight clearing amongst larch and Douglas fir.  It should be noted that this was not the only colony found in the compartment – others were scattered to the west.

Compartment 1B
Semi-natural broad-leaved woodland
Phase l code A1.1.1

Area = 1.12 hectares

This compartment consists of felled conifer plantation that has become dominated by dense birch Betula sp, generally around 5 metres tall, but with some much larger specimens.  There is also a substantial proportion of willow Salix sp plus one or two isolated tall Douglas firs.  A ditch runs east to west through the compartment and is crossed by a number of paths with small foot bridges.  Birch dominates the shrub layer, and there is abundant willow and frequent gorse.  The ground flora is dominated by greater wood rush Luzula sylvatica, with some bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. and coarse grasses.  The owners of the wood have carried out some management here, and have been hand felling some of the birch to waste.  There is significant regeration of Sitka spruce and also some of western hemlock.
Compartment 2
Mixed plantation
Phase l code
A1.3.2
Area = 10.53 hectares

This is mixed woodland that appears mostly to have been planted, although there is much recent natural regeneration.  The canopy is co-dominated by Douglas fir, larch, Scots pine and Sitka spruce, with very dense regeneration of Sitka spruce and western hemlock in the eastern part that dominate the shrub layer, along with beech in the west.  The dominant canopy broadleaf is beech.  Further west, the wood opens out and there are many small wet patches of ground that appear somewhat base-enriched and add to the botanical diversity of the ground flora.  Otherwise, there is approximately twenty percent bare ground (some of it brash-strewn) and the most common species in the ground flora are big shaggy moss, greater wood rush and wood sorrel Oxalis acetosella.
Target note 4
NH59896652
One of a number of small wet hollows containing in this case a Sphagnum (probably inundatum), lesser spearwort Ranunculus flammula, marsh bedstraw Galium palustre and star sedge Carex echinata.
Compartment 3
Mixed plantation
Phase l code
A1.3.2
Area = 5.16 hectares

This compartment is similar in many ways to compartment 2, although the ground flora is less diverse, being dominated by great wood rush and wood sorrel.  To the east there is dense conifer regeration mixed with birch and some beech.  The compartment is more open to the west with taller trees in the canopy, these being dominated by Scots pine and beech.  There are some wet hollows with two to three species of Sphagnum, and the ground cover of mosses is generally significant.  The western edge of the compartment is defined by the north running branch of an esker ridge, with a path astride it.  There is more blaeberry in the ground cover here.  There is a reasonable component of lying dead wood across the compartment as a whole.
Compartment 4
Mixed plantation
Phase l code
A1.3.2
Area = 13.25 hectares

Larch is by far the dominant species in the canopy of this compartment.  There are, however, significant components of beech and birch as well as a line of mature oak Quercus petraea x robur along the west boundary that abuts open fields.  There is a lot of windthrow in the south central area and therefore a good supply of lying dead wood.  The ground flora is dominated by greater wood rush but there is also muchYorkshire fog grass and red fescue grass.  In the north east corner of the compartment is a cleared area that has recently been re-planted with such species as rowan, oak and cherry Prunus sp, these all being in Tuley tubes.  This area has scattered mature birch, Scots pine, larch and spruce and some standing dead wood that is of ecological value, though it should be noted that it is relatively close to some of the paths and may therefore present a safety hazard.

Target note 5
NH59466631

Open area of approximately 30 metres diameter with ground flora dominated by bracken, tufted hair grass Deschampsia cespitosa, creeping soft grass Holcus mollis and common nettle Urtica dioica.  There is some recent planting of ash in Tuley tubes.
Target note 6
NH59506640

Dry stream bed in amongst birch and willow, with the following species found growing at the margins:

Lesser spearwort

Creeping buttercup
Ranunculus repens
Broad-leaved dock
Rumex obtusifolius
Brooklime
Veronica beccabunga
Lesser stitchwort
Stellaria graminea
Bugle
Ajuga reptans
Water forget-me-not

Myosotis scorpioides
Marsh bedstraw
Galium palustre
Target note 7
NH59176653

Clearing in larch-dominated area of approximately 50 metre diameter.  Ground flora dominated by Yorkshire fog grass Holcus lanatus and bracken Pteridium aquilinum.  This could be a useful site for further re-planting of native tree species.

Target note 8
NH59506648

Pond approximately 10 metres x 7 metres with common duckweed Lemna minor, water mint Mentha aquatica, brooklime, broad-leaved pondweed Potamogeton natans, water forget-me-not, marsh bedstraw, water horsetail Equisetum fluviatile, alder Alnus glutinosa, cuckoo flower Cardamine pratensis, hybrid fescue grass Schenodorus pratensis x Lolium perenne, sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus and nipplewort Lapsana communis.
Compartment 5
Mixed plantation
Phase l code
A1.3.2

Area = 6.05 hectares

Most of this compartment is much like compartment 4, although there is more Douglas fir in the canopy.  The tree species mix is otherwise similar, although broadleaves predominate along the Allt Cul na Grèine burn.  The most distinctive ground vegetation is found in the wet hollows either side of the burn where were found herb Robert Geranium robertianum, marsh hawksbeard Crepis paludosa, lemon-scented fern Oreopteris limbosperma and brooklime in particular.  Some areas of the higher ground to the north have been felled, and there are new trees in Tuley tubes in the north western sector.  There is a rough track running south from this area that has ruts containing bulbous rush Juncus bulbosus.
Target note 9
NH59596649
Wet hollow with moving water with a number of mature and fallen alder, and containing the following species:

Meadowsweet
Filipendula ulmaria
Common nettle

Marsh marigold
Caltha palustris
Marsh bedstraw

Yellow pimpernel
Lysimachia nemorum
Common water starwort 
Callitriche stagnalis
Water forget-me-not

Cuckoo flower

Water mint

Target note 10
NH59646649
Area with reedmace Typha latifolia and alder.

Compartment 6
Mixed plantation
Phase l code
A1.3.2

Area = 8.14 hectares
This compartment consists of steep north east and north west facing slopes running down to the Allt Graad, and the canopy is an intimate mixture of pine, larch, Douglas fir, western hemlock and beech, though each of these dominates certain areas.  The cover is particularly dense in the area where the slope aspect changes towards the middle of the compartment, and here it is dominated by western hemlock.  The shrub layer is well-developed in parts and is dominated by beech and western hemlock, although there is a variety of native species.  There is a healthy component of standing and lying dead wood.  The ground flora is dominated by great wood rush, with many mosses and some liverworts.  There is some native planting of hazel Coryllus avellana and rowan in tubes along the top (south) boundary.   There are some tall specimen trees, especially to the east of the compartment, but these are not as well developed as in compartment 7.
Compartment 7
Mixed plantation
Phase l code
A1.3.2

Area = 5.13 hectares

The canopy in this compartment is dominated by magnificent tall specimens of Douglas fir, spruce, larch and pine, plus a significant element of beech.  The ground mainly slopes down to the north, with some erosion slopes above the Allt Graad river.  The shrub layer is generally poor, although it improves towards the west.  It is composed mainly of beech and western hemlock.  To the east is a flat area, created by a river meander, that contains a population of wild garlic Allium ursinum.  Otherwise the ground cover is poor in this area, and is dominated by mosses.  Further west, the ground flora is more diverse, with some rutted areas contributing to this diversity.  The main cover in this area is provided by great wood rush and wood sorrel.  The western boundary is defined by the Allt na Grèine burn.  Some Forest School activity work has taken place in the east of the compartment, and there is some native planting to the west.  There is a reasonable amount of lying dead wood, some of it very large.

Target note 11
NH60116651
Wet patch associated with forest vehicle access (ruts) containing

Bulbous rush

Creeping buttercup

Reed canary grass
Phalaris arundinacea
Brooklime

Bugle

Yellow pimpernel
Bush vetch
Vicia sepium
Common water starwort

Cuckoo flower

Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea
Target note 12
NH59826666

Area planted with hazel and rowan in Tuley tubes.
Compartment 8
Coniferous plantation
Phase l code A1.2.2

Area = 8.74 hectares

This plantation lies on a north facing slope above the Allt Graad, known in this section as the Black Rock Gorge.  At the top of the slope (apart from the rough path at the very edge which has it’s own distinct vegetation), the conifers are dense, being dominated by Douglas fir and Norway spruce, and the ground flora is limited and with much bare ground.  The dominant species in the ground flora is common tamarisk moss Thuidium tamariscinum, and there is abundant big shaggy moss.  The shrub layer is poor apart from at the bottom edge.  Down towards the edge of the very deep gorge, there is more broadleaf, birch in particular, and the shrub layer and ground flora is much more abundant and more diverse.  Overall the compartment is surprisingly diverse for a conifer plantation.  Power lines cross the compartment in two places, running downslope.  The flora along the wayleave cleared areas under the power lines is not significantly more diverse than the rest of the compartment.  Along the top path are single specimens of hardwoods such as hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and hazel.
Management Suggestions
The site is noted for the presence of red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris and there are three component conifer species – Scots pine, larch and Norway spruce – that are particularly good food plants for squirrels.  In harvesting the timber from the wood, it is suggested that these species are maintained wherever possible, with an emphasis on over-mature specimens that will provide a good source of seed.

In managing the wood, care should be exercised in conserving the ground flora, particularly in compartment 1 where creeping lady’s tresses is found.

The site would benefit from a greater component of dead wood, and standing specimens in particular.  This could be encouraged by ring-barking of less desirable conifers, where compatible with the safety of visitors using the path network.

It may be desirable to develop a campaign for local awareness of the problems associated with dumping of garden waste, in particular the spread of invasive non-native species.

The planting of native tree species is to be encouraged and could be extended to include, where soil conditions are suitable, species such as alder, aspen Populus tremula, crack willow Salix fragilis, goat willow Salix caprea, eared willow Salix aurita, grey willow Salix cinerea, osier Salix viminalis, elder Sambucus nigra and holly Ilex aquifolium.
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