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May 2024
It's May, which means (come rain or shine - or arctic
blasts) we traditionally open with a piece from the
Bowling Club...

Cromarty Bowling Club

The Bowling Club opened up the new season on Sunday
28th April with the first jack being thrown by Helen
Fraser, a traditional start.  Helen was asked as a long-
standing friend and member of the club and she had
donated a seat in memory of her late husband Francis as
well as Ian Thompson, another late member of long-
standing.  After throwing the first jack (pictured above),
Helen then dedicated the seat to the delight of members
who had gathered for this first day.  During the
subsequent refreshments, Alistair Hourston, the
President of the Club, presented long-time member
Douglas Cooper with a bottle of whisky and awarded him
lifetime membership of the club in recognition of his time
as a member.
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Lifetime member Douglas Cooper being presented with his award

from Club President Alistair Hourston.

 

Arts Trust

May is starting off in style with the 12th annual
Cromarty Crime & Thrillers Weekend from 3 – 5
May. We’ve had some amazing authors over the years and
2024 is no exception. We’re starting off with a play on
Friday night in the Victoria Hall. GOLD! is full of banging
80's tunes and loads of laughs. Action continues all day in
the Victoria Hall on Saturday 4th with Trial by Jury.
Author Mark Bridgeman walks us through a real-life
crime, you become the jury and decide what the result
was… guilty or not guilty. Talks and chat all day from Ian
Rankin and Anthony Horowitz, Donna Freed and Nicola
White, JD Kirk and FE Birch. There is a pub quiz in the
Fishertown Inn on Saturday at 9pm, brush up on your
crime knowledge and prepare for some fiendish questions
provided by this weekends’ authors, (great raffle prizes
too!) Then we move to the Courthouse for Sunday’s talks
from David Alston, Marsali Taylor and Sarah Smith, and
GC Fisher. Big thanks to the Courthouse team for letting
us fill the benches for the day. The full programme is
available online at www.cromartyartstrust.org.uk/crime-
and-thrillers
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Local (sometime) resident (Sir) Ian Rankin will need little

introduction, but will, no doubt, reveal some fascinating new

insights over the course of the weekend.

The rest of the month is busy too. Sunday 19 May sees an
afternoon concert at the Stables by the Veles Ensemble,
a string trio from London. They are playing Rolla,
Beethoven, Shubert and more. A real treat for classical
music fans. £14, tea and coffee included, under 18s free.

Brilliant trad band McKerron Brechin Ó hEadhra are
back at the Stables on Friday 24 May. These are some of
the best musicians around and play a blazing set. With
fiddle, guitar, voice and accordion, this is a concert not to
be missed. £14 BYOB.

More music on Friday 31 May with Frankie Morrow.
Scottish rock’s newest phenomena, you heard them here
first, don’t miss it! This is a joint event with Resolis
Community Arts at Resolis Memorial Hall and funded by
The Touring Network.

Crafters can try their hand at the ancient technique of
coil basket making on 26 May. A one-day workshop
using found and foraged materials and taught by Shetland
crofter and basket maker Aurore Whitworth, this is your
chance to learn something new and make your own
beautiful basket.
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Try your hand at traditional basket making with Shetlander Aurore

Whitworth on 26 May.

 

Cromarty Care Project

Last month, Cromarty Care Project held a special lunch at
the Royal Hotel to honour our founder and first
Chairperson, Dr Jill Stoner B.E.M., who will be leaving
Cromarty in the very near future.  The event was attended
by present and past trustees and volunteers.  Our current
Chair, Denise McIntosh, expressed heartfelt thanks to Jill
for her vision and dedication to the Care Project and to
the people of Cromarty and hoped that the current
trustees and volunteers will make her proud by
continuing to advance the work she began. 

Jill is shown seated holding one of her gifts, a specially-
commissioned jug from Cromarty Pottery.

Jill and her husband, Simon Evans (standing, back right),
have brought so much to Cromarty, with involvement in
St Regulus Church, the Cromarty Peace Group and
musical recitals, not to mention the medical skills of
both!  We are so sorry to see them leave us, but we know
they will enjoy being nearer to family.  We wish them



every happiness and hope they’ll “aye come back tae see
us”!

Lunch Club Summer Café

The Summer Café will continue in Cromarty Primary
School during May.  The pupils of P6 and P7 have been
planning, costing and preparing delicious light lunches of
soup, sandwiches and home-baking.  Everyone who is
“over-60” can attend for the small charge of £3 and the
Summer Café is already proving very popular!

Please note – although the Café usually takes place on a
Tuesday, there will be a change from Tuesday 14th to
Wednesday 15th.  Dates in May are: Tuesday 7th,
Wednesday 15th, Tuesday 21st , Tuesday 28th.

For further information, or if you are unable to attend,
please contact Alison on 07470 583641, no later than the
day before.

This project has been made possible with support from
the Bank of Scotland Foundation.

Seagull Trust Canal Cruises

If you’d like a morning cruise on the Caledonian Canal,
the “Highland Cross Seagull” is for you!  Cromarty Care
Project will provide drivers to take you to Inverness where
you can embark on a specially modified canal boat and
enjoy the landscape and wildlife from Caley Marina to
Dochgarroch and return.  It’s all free and you’ll be home
in time for lunch!  To reserve a place, email
info@cromartycareproject.co.uk or phone Denise on
07769 170773
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Community Sharing Larder

Our thanks to Tris Chapman, who found a break in the
wet weather last month to waterproof the new shed for us!

If you would like to give in kind to the Larder, please leave
any donations in the Donations Box – we are always
grateful for toiletries.  Alternatively, you can donate
online at www.cromartycareproject.co.uk

Table Tennis

Table Tennis will continue throughout May.  Open to all,
at any level.  Please join us on Monday mornings, 10.30 –
12 noon at the Victoria Hall.  Suggested donation is £3 per
session.

Community Playgroup

The Playgroup continues during school term time. 
Parents and carers with their babies and toddlers are very
welcome to join us at the Victoria Hall, 10 – 11.30 on
Tuesdays  Charge: £1.50 per session. 

Classic Cinema Club

The Cinema Club will meet this month at 2.30 p.m. on
Wednesday 8th.  Please note, this is the only meeting of
the Cinema Club this month.

Please arrive early to avoid disappointment!  If you would
like to join the Cinema Club (entirely free!), or for further
information, please contact Helen Charley on 07889
181529 or email helen.charley@doctors.org.uk

(Supported by the Albert Hunt Trust and the Bank of
Scotland Foundation).

The Trikes (Cycling Without Age
Trishaws)

Cromarty’s own fair-weather transport awaits you!  If you
need transport to the Summer Café, Classic Cinema Club,
or anywhere around Cromarty, please contact Maxine on
07875 963570
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Cromarty Needs Carers

Could you be a home carer?  No experience is necessary,
since training is provided.  Eilean Dubh Home Care are a
very friendly and flexible company.  Staff are well
supported and issued with contracts.  Pay up to £15 per
hour, plus mileage and pension.  Contact to have a chat on
07859 795029 or email audrey@edhomecare.co.uk

Christine Macdonald, from Ross & Cromarty Citizens
Advice Bureau, will be offering face-to-face appointments
in the Victoria Hall on the third Tuesday of the month,
21st May.  CAB can give advice on a whole range of issues
including benefits, debt and money, energy, work issues,
relationships and housing, and we can help you to fill out
benefit forms.   To book an appointment with Christine,
telephone 01349 883333 or email
adviser@alnesscab.casonline.org.uk

Below is this month’s information from CAB:

CAB Focus on . . .  Checking what
benefits you can get

If you are struggling with the cost of living, you should
check if you can claim benefits or increase your current
benefits. Lots of people miss out on benefits that they are
entitled to - so it is worth checking what you can get.

There is help available – and it is not just for those out of
work. There is support for those earning but still
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struggling, plus there may be additional help if you have
children, caring responsibilities, or a long-term health
condition. You might be able to claim certain benefits
even if you work, have savings or own a home.  Claiming
benefits may also mean you can get access to other
financial help like cost of living payments and discounts
on energy and transport.

To check what benefits you can get, you can use
an online benefits calculator.

A benefits calculator can tell you what benefits you may
be eligible to apply for, and how much money you could
receive. To get the most accurate results, you will need
information about your savings, income, pension,
childcare payments and any existing benefits for you and
your partner, if you have one.

None of the benefit calculators can give you an accurate
answer if you are a student, on strike, living outside the
UK, living permanently in residential care or a nursing
home, or in prison.  This is because it is more complex to
work out the benefit entitlement for these situations.

You can use the Entitledto benefits calculator for a
detailed overview of what you might get. Entitledto’s
calculator is particularly useful if you are already claiming
benefits, you are sick or disabled, or you are over State
Pension age. www.entitledto.co.uk

If you want a quick overview of what help you might get,
you can use the Turn2us benefits calculator. benefits-
calculator.turn2us.org.uk

Alternatively, you can book a Benefit Check with the
Citizens Advice Bureau. Our adviser will take you through
the benefit calculator and talk to you about the benefits
that you may be entitled to claim. 

 

Harbour Trust

Three pontoons now back in their summer berth, two
temporarily on the grass for a quick swapping out of the
floats to lower their height in the water.  Delivery is late
hence when they are on the grass, hopefully gone in 3-4
weeks.
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Thanks to all those who have signed up for the Harbour
Angel Share, it has been a great fundraiser for repairs at
the harbour.  There are still a few shares available, so if
interested please scan the QR code or check
cromartyharbour.org.  Everything you need to know about
it is there.

Lastly, we welcome Fiona Deakin and her fellow Atlantic
rowers on Sunday 19 May at around 3pm in the harbour. 
They are stopping off as they do a fundraiser from North
Kessock to Storehouse.  This is to help fund their Atlantic
row in 2025. Fifteen other boats are coming along for the
ride.  Should be a good spectacle.  Do come down to
support and see what takes these rowers across the
Atlantic.

 

Open Gardens



Countdown to Cromarty’s big fundraising
event – Art, Flowers & Gardens galore

The countdown is now on until the start of the popular Art
& Flowers week-long display on 1st June, culminating
with Cromarty Open Gardens on 8th & 9th June.
Hopefully the two events will raise even more than last
year when we were able to distribute £6,970 between 11
local organisations.

East Church is the venue for the Art & Flowers display
which features intricate floral arrangements with a
nautical theme to mark the 200th anniversary of the
RNLI together with an exhibition of Botanical and
Wildlife illustrations. Art & Flowers is open from 1st June
from 11am to 4pm daily until Sunday 9th June.

The weekend of 8th & 9th June sees Cromarty gardeners
throw open their gates once again to allow locals and
visitors alike to wander around the town and view up to
30 gardens of all sizes and layouts – all the work of their
owners and each displaying a wide variety of ideas for
their own special haven.

There will be music on Saturday and Sunday plus a roving
bagpiper, plants will be on sale, tea and home baking will
be on offer plus a Tombola on Saturday and a Bric A Brac
stall on Sunday. With admission set at £5 per person,
under 12’s free, the event offers real value for money
especially as tickets are valid for both days.

Hopefully Cromarty folk will once again give their support
to both events and encourage friends and family to join



the many visitors who visit the town over the eight days. If
anyone in Cromarty would like to join in and open their
garden do get in touch – we are not asking for show
gardens, just to give visitors the chance to se what you
enjoy in your open space.

Plants, Bric A Brac and Tombola prizes
welcomed

With the weather warming up there is still time to plant a
few extra seeds or to pot up some self-seeded babies from
your favourite plants. Garden or household Bric A Brac
will find a good home and any donations of small items as
prizes for the Tombola would be appreciated – the more
items we have the more money we can raise. Volunteers to
help with home baking would also be welcome. Many
local businesses give generous support to these two events
and we are delighted that Global Energy Nigg are backing
us again this year. Thank you all.

So, make a note of the dates and come along and support
Art & Flowers from 1st to 9th June and Cromarty Open
Gardens on 8th & 9th June.

To get in touch please contact one of the following:

Julie & Jeremy Price – 01381 600709

Evelyn Wilson – 01381 600718

Ginny Hourston 01381 600409:

Alison Palmer 01381 600466
alison.palmer@btinternet.com
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Courthouse Museum

For May we are hosting a free Climate Conversation event
on Wednesday 29th May, 11-12pm, at the Courthouse
where everyone is invited to come along to chat about the
great projects happening in the Highlands, share ideas for
positive changes we can make locally, and make some
native wildflower seed pots to take away. Macia, a
Countryside Ranger from High Life Highland will be
showing a video from Climate Action Highland and there
will be refreshments.

We had exciting news - the museum has been selected to
be one of the 16 Scottish museums taking part in the
Museum Transformers programme which aims to
empower museum teams to make changes to help all
people access culture. This will be a two year programme
to help us find ways to deepen our community impact and
ensure that everyone feels welcome.

We are going to be trialling new opening hours with the
museum open Wednesday to Sunday in term time and 7
days a week in the school holidays and for bank holidays.
This is part of our work to find a sustainable future for the
museum given these challenging times.

Looking forward to seeing you on one of our new guided
tours soon and please get in touch if you are interested in
volunteering.

 

History Society

We have an extra meeting this month – Sheila Currie's
postponed talk about Black Isle place names. Sheila will
take us on a journey around the area seeking out what our
local place names tell us about the past and the people
who lived here. As usual – all are invited to join members
at this meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21 May at the
Victoria Hall, with refreshments served after the talk.

A new season of talks will commence in the autumn; we
will post the details once all the arrangements have been
made.



As we go about the Black Isle, do we ever wonder where
our place-names come from and what they mean? This
talk will take the form of a tour around the Black Isle,
stopping to peer at some of the roadsigns we pass by
without a thought; teasing out what these place-names
can tell us about the histories of the people who have lived
here since these names were first written down. What do
the names we give tell us about what was important to the
people at that time? Which languages did they speak and
how did the languages change? How did that change the
place names over time? Hopefully, you will come away
with a flavour of the deep history of the places we whizz
past in our car or vaguely notice out the bus window and
may be inspired to do your own examining of the many
hundreds of local place names that I won't be able to
mention in this talk.

After spells working in Archaeology, Geology, various
factories, the Oil Industry, Nature Conservation and



Environmental Management, being retired allowed Sheila
to follow her nose and be entranced by what’s around her,
including (very) amateur history research into this part of
the world, where she has lived for 32 years now. She is
fascinated by the people who have lived hereabouts since
the glaciers receded some 12,000 years ago and what is
revealed by the traces they have left.

 

Business Updates

Gallery 48 and Cromarty Pottery

We will be having a May Bank Holiday sale (4th, 5th and
6th May) to make way for lovely new stock.

Selected items will be up to 50% off! So come and pick
up some bargains.

Opening hours 10.30 - 5pm.



Just some of the things that will be on offer.

Cromarty Brewing Co.

We have had a very busy April this year.  While Chap and
Jenni jetted off to hotter climates to celebrate a very
special wedding anniversary (and well deserved vacation)
the Easter Holidays kicked off and, in anticipation of the
summer fast approaching, production has certainly
ramped up this month.

The Brewery Shop fridge has never been so full!!! Joining
our Double Rocker and Breakfast in Berlin this month
was new brew Superdelic, forming part of our ongoing
Hop Showcase IPA range.  Superdelic is a New Zealand
hop which has tropical fruit, candy and berry notes and
yes it tastes as good as it sounds.

We were serving up pints of Happy Chappy and Lager at
the Etape Loch Ness last weekend, 28th April. We will
also be back at Crathes Castle on 25th and 26th May for
our only May Market, so if you're looking for a day out
don't forget about this.

Our on-site shop is packed with merchandise and other
gifts so make sure to pop in for a look, we have been
building up a range of great wee Cromarty Brewing
Souvenirs/Gifts for all.

Our on-site shop opening hours remain Monday to Friday
10am till 4pm and Saturday 10am till 2pm.

Fishertown Inn



We have our next quiz night as part of Crime and Thrillers
weekend on May 4th at 9pm. We are fully booked for food
but plenty of room for quizzers. If anyone would like to
host a quiz as a fundraiser we have availability in the
coming months.

We are serving Ice Cream from opening time until 8pm
everyday from the beer garden. The evening opening will
be extended as we head towards the summer.

A seasonal change to our menu means that next Sunday,
May 5th, will be our last Sunday Roast but be assured
Yorkshire puddings will still be an available feature!

We’ve had some great nights lately hosting birthday
parties in the snug. If you’ve got a special occasion coming
up get in touch. Tel: 01381600988

Sutor Creek

Sutor Creek turns 20 this May! Thanks to the original
crew for having the vision to open, our customers for their
continued support and to all the brilliant employees who
have worked to make it what it is today. Thank you!

Our hours for May are Monday & Tuesday 10-4pm and
Wednesday to Sunday 10-8pm. Book a table or order a
take-away online at www.sutorcreek.co.uk

Calluna

Check out lots of what is available in-store on our website
(you’ll also find some sale bargains!)
www.callunacromarty.co.uk. The shop itself is bursting
with beautiful colours and styles that are perfect for the
warmer months ahead (they are coming - promise:). We
are open 10-5pm daily and are happy to help you find
what you are looking for but also welcome you just to
come in for a good browse!

(I might just hold you to that promise - Ed)

Ingrid's House

We have some great new products in stock including these
beautiful coasters by Swedish company Hipp Story. We
are open 7 days a week.
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Community Development Trust

Royal Hotel

Grants

CCDT secured a grant from the Architectural Heritage
Fund, to (mostly) match-fund the money awarded by the
Scottish Land Fund.  These grants now jointly fund 95%
of the feasibility study on the Royal Hotel, with 5%
matched by CCDT.

Feasibility Study

A detailed building survey has been conducted to record
the existing building and assess its current condition. 
This information will be transferred to the first of the
reports which accompany the feasibility study for CCDT
and the community.

Impact Hub Inverness is currently preparing a
questionnaire, in consultation with CCDT, for circulation
to the community, as the next phase.

East Church Hall

Lease Options

CCDT are currently in liaison with Ian Goode of Highlife
Highland and Lewis Hannah, Ward and Community
Development Manager in the Highland Council on the



fine detail connected to getting the East Church Hall
opened up. 

On Monday, we met Lewis Hannah, visiting Cromarty
Camping, The Thrift Shop and East Church Hall to
support this happening and discuss lease options.

Unit 2 | Whitedykes Industrial Estate

Community Asset Transfer

Following an expression of interest in the above, CCDT
have now met the Commercial Estates Management Team
of Highland Council, to visually inspect the building and
assess the merits of taking the commercial unit into
community ownership.

A formal asset transfer request is now being made to the
Community Asset Transfer Team of the Highland
Council.  This will trigger a second SLF application in
Summer 2024.

CCDT are working alongside HIE and SLF over this.  Unit
2 will jointly enable Cromarty Camping to expand works
and simultaneously shore up demand for light industrial
units within the community.

But this is something that will take into 2025, probably.

Cromarty Camping

With an on-site team of two, hard and soft landscape
works are progressing at a pace.  Over April, John and
Rory constructed a staircase to the upper terrace and zone
for two cycling touring tents; and completed a section of
drystane dyke which is to become the new herb garden. 
In Autumn last year John seeded areas of the campsite
with a mix of wildflowers and seed gathered from gardens
across Cromarty, and these - if successful - will be the no-
cut zones of the site, to support wildlife and biodiversity.
 Come along and have a look!

Bookings continue to roll in, from as close as Ardersier
and as far away as Austria.



Thrift Shop

Our brilliant volunteer team is now back in full swing. 
Donations have again flooded in, including some which
enormously help the operating side of the shop:  Jon and
Emmy have kindly gifted the thrift shop their 'cheese
shop' till and counter, making life so much easier.  The
thrift shop has also been gifted industrial flooring, which
insulates the floor.  Approximately £600 has been made
over the first two Saturdays. Please keep your donations
coming in. 

CCDT AGM - save the date

Our AGM will be on the evening of Thursday 6 June. 
Members will receive an email with all the details in due
course, so keep the date.  We've signed up for a new
membership system, so new or renewed memberships will
be done online. 

 

Cinema

Here at Cromarty cinema we’re truly hoping April
showers will bring May flowers but come rain or shine, we
have a great May schedule waiting for you!



There’s plenty of action and fun on offer this month. If
you’re in the market for action with a capital A, Monkey
Man, Dev Patel’s wildly over-the-top revenge action
thriller is just the ticket. Revisit George Lucas’ epic Star
Wars: Episode 1 – Phantom Menace, or check out
the latest Ghost Busters: Frozen Empire, for some
hilarious action. For those after even more laughs, Two
Tickets to Greece is a refreshing French female buddy
comedy, while The Trouble with Jessica is a
deliciously dark satire set in the world of wealthy London
liberals.

As usual, you’re spoilt for choice when it comes to
international drama. In The Teacher’s Lounge,
unsolved thefts lead to an increasingly unsettling day at a
German school. A near-death experience results in the
existential and sexual awakening of a woman in Georgian
Blackbird Blackbird Blackberry, while Oscar-
nominated Spanish animation Robot Dreams is an
exquisite and bittersweet study of loneliness and
friendship.

Fans of Ewan McGregor are in for a treat in May. In
addition to Phantom Menace, we’re screening two other
films starring the iconic actor. It’s the 30th anniversary of
the hilarious and slick thriller Shallow Grave, and you
can also catch his latest, Bleeding Love, a road-trip film
starring his real-life daughter Clara.

For something a bit different, a filmmaker documents the
last years of his eccentric uncle’s life in Much Ado
About Dying, with often-tragicomic results. And you
don’t want to miss powerhouse Andrew Scott’s one-man
performance of Vanya, in the latest National Theatre
Live.

A lot of you have been asking and yes, Amy Winehouse
biopic Back to Black is coming to Cromarty Cinema this
May! And that’s not all, so have a look at everything on
offer and book your tickets at
https://cromartycinema.com/films/, the human box
office Thursdays 12-2, or at the door.

Happy May from the Cromarty Cinema crew!
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And finally...

There is no 'and finally' this month! Only hopes of new
beginnings. Enjoy the light nights everyone.

 

 
 

  Forward 

We hope you've found this an interesting and informative read. Please let us know what you

think, or send suggestions and ideas for articles via editor@cromartylive.co.uk

The Cromarty Live Newsletter team is Jon Palmer, Jeremy Price and Laura Shepherd.

The Newsletter is currently sponsored by a local resident.
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