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The survey was circulated by the Findhorn Village Conservation Company to all households in the village.  

60 were returned from 3411 households, a response rate of 18%.  

The surveys were disproportionately returned from older respondents, as shown in the chart below.  

This is very usual for community surveys: 

younger adults and adults of prime working 

age tend not to answer surveys due to 

general life pressures.  

Respondents answers were analysed by age 

group, to determine whether different age 

groups tended to have differing views from 

others.   

 

 

Question 1. Do you think there is a need for local Workshop spaces, office space, or other forms of 

commercial space in Findhorn?  

Almost half, 47% of respondents answered “yes”, with 25% “no” and 28% “maybe”.  

People of working age were much more likely to answer “yes” or “maybe” to this question, and those of 

earlier retirement age were much more likely to answer “no”:  

 

  

                                                           
1 Note: the Moray Council censes data sates 445 households: this includes the Findhorn Eco Village, which is not 
included for the purpose of this research and was not included in the household survey.  
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Question 2: What type of use should be provided for? 

People suggested a very wide range of potential uses, with those that were “small”, “non-noisy” being 

emphasised. There was a clear link to Findhorn’s marine heritage, with maritime-based businesses being 

suggested; also crafts, artistic workshops; bike workshops; retail units; then a range of beauty and 

therapy uses.  

Word-cloud of responses: the larger the word the more often it was mentioned in the responses.  

 

3. How much rent would the businesses be able to afford?  

Only 24 respondents answered this question. Almost all (8 of 9) respondents under 65 suggested £100 

per month. A small majority of those over 65 (8 out of 15) suggested £200 per month.  

4. Do you know of any persons currently looking for Workshop or Office space in the Village of 

Findhorn? 

5 people responded to this question. 3 responses were the Findhorn Coastal Rowing Club, one was a 

boat-builders and one was Moray Carshare.  

5. What development options would you prefer to see happening at Linksview?  

53 people answered this question. The responses were:  

Suggested use % responses 

 Mixed use commercial, workshop and offices  28% 

 Sheltered housing 25% 

 Mixed use commercial and residential 26% 

 None  21% 



Findhorn Village Conservation Company  
 
Workshop Survey Results 

 

3 
 

Although overall the responses were split almost evenly between the categories, they varied 

substantially by age group. Those over 75 were most likely to suggest either “none” or “sheltered 

housing”, and rarely agreed with any commercial uses.  Those under 65 were most likely to suggest a 

mix of commercial and workshop space, or mixed housing and commercial, and rarely to suggest no 

development or sheltered housing.  

 

 

6. Do you have any specific thoughts or ideas relating to the proposed community company purchase 

of the garage site at Linksview? 

The open-ended responses to this 

question varied considerable, as can 

be seen from the Wordcloud below. 

 

However, there were certain themes 

to the responses.  

 

The comments were: 

 100% supportive of 

community ownership; 

 Supportive of the idea of a communal, functional space for charged parking, car boot sales, 

barbeques etc. particularly to earn income while the site was being developed; 

 Accepting of the idea that development would be gradual and that it would be driven by the 

community;  

 In favour of flexible and multiple uses; 

 In favour of the site as diversifying the village from “retired home owners and 2nd homes”.  
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The 27 comments are reproduced below:  

1 It might be necessary to sell site for option a 

2 It could be left as is and used for work shop to generate income in the first instance. Any development  
would then be in keeping with the area not to house build, if developed and owned FVCC 

3 1) TFVCC should definitely proceed with the purchase  
 
2)  we are not sure how much other development land will be available for workshops or housing for If none 
were available, Is it garage site  would make a good, sheltered housing facility as it is so central 

4  I think it would be a very good thing to do. I think there should be sheltered accommodation somewhere in 
the village not necessarily there. Answered this in other questionnaire . Garages for rent would be great on 
this site  

5  Would be good to have title and community ownership so that those who live in Findhorn  could have a say 
on what type of housing, workshops, office space that is needed  

6  Mixed use accommodation provides the ideal work/living relationship and has been the essence of 
Traditional villages throughout the UK. The Garage sites  are outstanding for development of this kind  

7  Within the village  context of Findhorn.  I am concerned about the disappearance of non-residential buildings 
over the years.  Distant communities need work space to  keep  a young  working community 

8 What about "shared" ownership housing and workshops for first time buyers that way workers will be able to 
buy shared house affordably in Findhorn.  The part owner ships would also pay monthly amount 
management, maintenance etc 

9 Small offices or units built in terraces that could have walls that move to make bigger units 

10 Workshops are fine as in arts, crafts, office space, but not in industrial as in garage workshop or boat building 
or repair using power tools as it is a residential area. Sheltered housing with warden  

11 How about making a car park - taking cars off the street 

12 Garages should be kept as is but with workshops and offices on periphery. Inner courtyards for raised beds for 
flowers or vegetables for community use  

13 I am willing and keen to be part of this community on this site. Simplicity and affordability and suitable for 
multiple uses 

14 I would not be happy if the new buildings are flats and be sold to second home owners and be used as holiday 
flats. 

15 Use the land for car boot sale. If we could buy the land. then we could raise money in the meantime until 
work started on the garage site. We could count about £200 per Sunday. If this was going on it could be really 
popular as there is no car boots being held in the vicinity. When the farmer at Kinross held the car boots every 
Sunday there was always loads of people who attended. This is a good and free idea. 

116 Workshop spaces are very creative and sometimes it seems important part of village life a coming together of 
all ages and abilities to make things and have tea  
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17 Bring a diversity into the community rather than a village occupied by 2 home owners and retired people  
and support our elderly when we develop more ways to live in the village as independent as possible 

18 It is essential to keep garages, workshops etc. available in a living village rather than it all being developed as 
expensive housing or holiday accommodation  

19 The organisation I run, Moray Carshare could help reduce parking needs if more people from the village 
joined. currently we have 21 such members 

20 Sheltered housing for the elderly would be a good use for the site 

21 A good idea 

22 Functional site for village clubs to hold fund raising car boot sales, BBQ’s, picnic area 

23 Alternate to option, a quite small residential care home for10-15 residents 

24 No houses on the site 

25 I strongly believe the site should be used for income to the village 

26 In addition to option A I suggest the open area within the site fulfils 2 options : 1 parking (machine charging £1 
); 2 community space -village fairs / car boot sales  

27 Take the opportunity if viable will be very difficult to buy this or similar in the future 

 


