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Dunoon Community Council
Press release – Transport, 13th October 2025

Over the past few months Dunoon Community Council have been working with CalMac, West Coast Motors and the Cowal Transport Forum to ensure better access and connectivity for our Community within Dunoon itself, and with the connecting services to Gourock for onward travel by Scotrail.
The start of the winter timetables on Monday 20th October brings with it further change to improve that access and connectivity.
West Coast Motors have advised that their changes are mainly to align our services to best meet with CalMac connections, where possible, but the biggest change is to the 480 service.  The summary from West Coast Motors is as follows.
Service 489 has minor revisions mainly to late afternoon and evening journeys to best meet CalMac connections. Revised Sunday timetable now with reliable options for CalMac connections, first departure now 10 minutes earlier at 0840.
Service 480 is operating a new route via Marine Parade following community request and will serve an amended route around Milton. It will cover its current route around Cowal Place as far as John Street but will continue down to Morrisons then via Marine Parade to Hunters Quay. Passengers who previously boarded on Cromwell Street, Hill Street or Edward Street can board from John Street or service 489 at Auchamore Road / Wellington Street. All other areas of route will continue to be served but with a new timetable.
Service 478 has minor timetable improvements including trips previously operating to Colintraive Ferry Terminal now extending to Kyles View (previously only served on schoolday trips only). Last departure from Dunoon now at 1740 (previously 1745) to maintain onward connections at Colintraive Ferry Terminal.
West Coast Motors advise in addition to those changes highlighted above that whilst your departure time may remain the same, the timings for subsequent stops may have slightly changed. We recommend checking the new timetable if you board at an intermediate stop, but please be assured that for many passengers, the change will be slight or non-existent.
CalMac are hoping to bring the Argyll Flyer back into service on the Gourock – Dunoon route.  They have advised that the current target is to complete all work and return the vessel to service by October 24th, allowing time for settling back into operation before the Alicat’s annual overhaul scheduled for October 27th.  On this date the service will drop back down to the planned one vessel service until the 13th November, when the Ali Cat returns from overhaul - at which time the route returns back to a full two-vessel service.
A CalMac spokeswoman said: “Integrated and well-connected public transport is a key factor in the economic and social wellbeing of communities across the West Coast. We are proud to work closely with transport providers such as West Coast Motors and Scotrail to ensure that our customers have the smoothest travel experience.”
CalMac’s Winter timetables for the period 20 October 2025 - 26 March 2026 are available to view on their Web site. 10-journey tickets will be available to purchase but please read their ticket validity guidance before purchasing tickets.
Please remember that 3rd party travel sites, e.g. Google may take some time before these bus / ferry changes are updated, so please use the West Coast Motors and CalMac web sites site before travel after 19th October, and /or check updated timetables published at the service departure points.
Dunoon Community Council will publish the revised timetables on its Facebook page but please note these are at a specific moment in time and will not be updated.
David Clough
DCC Transport Lead
13th October 2025
transport@dunooncommunitycouncil.co.uk
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