
Executive Summary: Orchard Project 2025/2026
The Orchard Working Party has made significant progress in preparing the proposed community orchard for tree planting. Initial site conditions—heavy overgrowth and uncertainty regarding the depth of hardstanding—restricted early assessment. However, with strong community involvement and expert advice, the site has now been surveyed, cleared, and mapped for planting.

Four test excavations reveal that hardstanding depth varies across the site, but soil conditions are generally suitable for planting with targeted preparation. A specialist from Chew Valley Trees has endorsed a practical planting method involving the removal of a three-foot circle of hardstanding and backfilling with good soil. This approach has also been supported by local horticultural specialists.

Community volunteers and local businesses have fully cleared the site, allowing the working party to finalise the proposed locations for ten fruit trees. Given this progress, the group seeks Council approval to bring forward planting to winter 2025/2026.

Tree selection is underway, a standardised tree package cost is being prepared, and at least eight residents have expressed interest in sponsoring or dedicating a tree. Two grant applications have been submitted with decisions expected by February 2026.

The project is well-positioned to proceed, supported by strong community engagement, expert input, and a clear plan for planting and aftercare.

