Rodney Stoke Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs H Marshall 3, Barrows Park, Cheddar BS27 3AZ Tel:  07423283940 
Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Rodney Stoke Parish Council held in the Draycott Memorial Hall, Latches Lane, Draycott on Thursday 18th July 2019 at 7pm.

Present: Cllr Sealey (Chairman) and Cllrs Dollins, Dudden, Gamester, Gladman, Hele Kergozou, James. Also present were the Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public.


234.1
Apologies for absence: Cllrs Haskins, McGovarin and Ward, District Cllr Wyke. 

It was agreed that Cllr Haskins could submit his Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the next meeting.
234.2
Declarations of Interest. Cllrs Sealey and Hele Kergozou declared personal interests in item 234.8, application 2019/1157 as amended. 
234.3
Public Participation. Exceptionally, it was decided to accept comments as the items were reached.
234.4
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 16th May 2019, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, proposed as a true record by Cllr Ward and seconded by Cllr Mcgovarin. Agreed. 

234.5
Co-option of a Parish Councillor: Ms Gamester was invited to give a short presentation. Matters discussed included her background, career, and interests. Cllr Hele Kergozou proposed Ms Gamester, Cllr Dollins seconded. The vote by a show of hands was unanimous. The Chairman declared Ms Gamester a Councillor and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed. Having received an agenda prior to the meeting, Cllr Gamester joined the meeting. 

234.6
Matters arising from the minutes: Request by a resident to retain a bird feeder: The Clerk is to write to the resident reminding him that the Council is expecting a report from an Arboriculturalist.  
234.7
Roads Report: Reinstatement: The Chairman is to meet with the County Council on location in the next few weeks to discuss further works to improve the condition of the roads affected by the road closure. Road Closures: In addition to the Gigaclear closures, Bay Lane, Draycott 2 days from 28th August and the Wells Road in Wookey 36 days from 29th July. Visibility Splay, Stoke Street: No further update. Discussions are ongoing with Gigaclear regarding removal of the gravel placed on the site during the road closure.  New Road Signage: Discussions are taking place with the County Council, who want to reduce signage. Support must be obtained from Priddy Parish Council for signage in their Parish. Back Lane request for speed signage: Following authorisation of the Speed Indicator Device Agreement, the siting of a pole at this location will be investigated. Speed reduction on Latches Lane/Top Lane/ Bradley Cross: No further update has been received. Wooden Posts Stoke Street: No further update has been received SIDS machines: Completion of the Agreement is pending approval of existing 4 pole sites. Request to fund an Automatic Number Plate Recognition system for the Rodney Stoke Community Speed Watch team: The CSW representative subsequently reported that Avon and Somerset Police have recently withdrawn their support for the machine; The Parish Council stated that it was not their remit to report individual speeders to the police. Resolution: The request was not supported. Moor Lane/Brangay Lane: No further update Temporary give way sign at traffic island A works order has been signed for the repair. No date has been confirmed. Damage to the Standing Stone nr Bay Lane has been investigated and will be actioned by the County Council as necessary. The manhole cover on the A371 nr Cross Farm Road has been reported to BT but no action taken, or response received. The Clerk is to follow up. The safety barrier at Brangay Lane has been reported for repair but no response has been received. Gigaclear will be redoing the repair outside of Treasure Farm, Rodney Stoke. The Community Speed Watch Group in Rodney Stoke actively monitor 4 positions in the village.

234.8
Planning application 2019/1157 as amended. Construction of 5no. dwellings – 2no. 
(2 bed); 2no. (3 bed); 1no. (4 bed). Newlyn Back Lane Draycott Cheddar BS27 3TT. The 
agent reviewed the proposal and the density of the houses and current guidelines; parking
proposed at 1 space per bedroom for each unit; that the visibility splay conforms to 
regulations. The Chairman reviewed the amendment under consideration, the new access 
and whether this amendment addresses the Parish Councils objection to the old access. The 
following matters were discussed: Whether Baggs Lane is pedestrianised, it is not; the
junction opposite; that 16 parking spaces meets the statutory requirement; That unit 5 has an
existing access; Cllr Dollins proposed withdrawing the Parish Councils objection on this point 
(the access) Cllr Gladman seconded. Voting: 1 against, 3 abstentions, 3 in favour. Carried. 
The objection to the density still stands. 
234.9   Planning Report: There were no further updates. 
234.10 County Council Report. No report was received.
234.11 District Council Report: No report was received.
234.12 The Rev Cobley Playing Fields Report: Swings and gates in the Children’s Play Area: These have been refurbished and painted by Cllr Gladman. It was noted that some badly deteriorated parts were not picked up by the annual inspection and it was decided to look at other providers for the next inspection. New equipment & grant funding: Further applications have been submitted to raise funds. It was decided to wait until the next meeting to consider all donations received. It was discussed that previously ear marked funds, for improvements to community buildings, were reallocated when those works were not carried out. It was noted that the new management at the Rodney Stoke Inn had offered to help with a fund-raising event. The Play Area Annual Inspection Report was received. Replacement of the surface is part of the current improvement project. Cllr Gladman suggested a kit to infill the gaps in the rubber tiles as an interim measure. Cllr Dollins proposed approving the purchase of up to 2 kits, Cllr James seconded. Agreed. Play Area Risk Assessment Cllr Dollins proposed that the risk assessment was approved. Cllr Dudden seconded. Agreed.
234.13 New Memorial Hall Report: report circulated and available in the Minute book.
234.14 Burial Ground Report: There was one interment, 2 headstones were installed and there was 1 request for a plot in the Garden of Remembrance this period. A response from the Diocese is awaited, regarding a query over the transfer of the land at the Garden of Remembrance.

234.15 Footpath Walkers Report: Stone stiles on Mendip Way: A resident spoke regarding the poor access to 2 stiles in the Parish. Matters discussed included: Personal circumstances making the stiles inaccessible; popularity of the walk; Somerset County Council cannot remove these heritage stiles; landownership;  Natural England have recommended contacting the AONB; Cllr Dollins, as the South Somerset rep, will talk to the AONB; The Ramblers Association are also looking in to the problem and suggest the stiles may be listed on the ‘Definitive Statement’ which would require a legal order to change them, their local volunteer will investigate and report back; The Chairman suggested that the landowner of the lower stile may agree to installing a Bristol gate; The Council will try to establish the ownership of the land to make progress. Footpath, between Cross Farm Road and the playing field: a complaint has been received about overgrowth on the path. The footpath group has been contacted for assistance. Footpath, Card Close: A complaint has been received about dog mess. An item will be placed in the newsletter. Blocked footpath on field off Draycott Moor Drove: Enforcement, having investigated, state this is not an enforcement matter and will write to the Rights of Way team to explain the decision. The Clerk is to write to confirm that the matter has been resolved.
234.16 Neighbourhood Watch: report circulated and available in the Minute book.
234.17 Environmental Issues: report circulated and available in the Minute book. 
234.18 Somerset Association Local Councils no report was received.
234.19 Emergency Planning: Cllr Dollins will give a report in September. 

234.20 Community Matters: Quotations for various works to assets: 4 quotes were sought. 1 declined to quote; 1 was unable to quote in the timeframe; 2 quotes were considered: the quotes were very similar. Resolution: it was unanimously decided to accept the quote that included materials. The small gate to be painted black and large gate and fence to be painted silver. Draycott Post Office: Cllr Hele Kergozou reviewed the village meeting: a committee of 12 people has been formed to investigate forming a community shop and Post office. A village survey will be undertaken. The Parish Council supported the group in principle. The Post Office would like to maintain a post office in the village. Bus shelter/path, Rodney Stoke: the path is overgrown with brambles which are a hazard. Resolution: Request that the person who maintains the Pound cuts them down. 
234.21 Correspondence was bought to the attention of the Council. The Clerk is to contact the District Cllr for guidance on a request from Wessex Resolutions. A consultation by the Fire and Rescue Service will be available on the website and noted in the newsletter. 
234.22 Newsletter – it was noted that a better printing quote has been obtained by the distribution representative. Items agreed for inclusion were: New Councillor; Dog Mess; Fire Service consultation; Scam advice; Vacancy for a councillor; police advice about burglaries.

234.23 The Financial Statement was approved and signed as a true record.
234.24 Financial Report: 
i   Cllr Dollins proposed that Probusiness Ltd be authorised to act as an agent with HMRC on 
    the Clerk’s behalf. Cllr Dudden seconded.
ii
It was agreed that the Council is would re-enrol with the Pensions Regulator on the current basis. The Chairman is to be Primary contact.
Iii Cllr Gladman proposed that the Payments Schedule be approved. Cllr Dollins seconded. 
    Agreed. 
	Payee
	Chq 
	Service
	Amount

	G Jeff
	1584
	Newsletter Printing
	£       72.00

	H Marshall
	1585
	Salary Mileage Expenses June
	£    691.08

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	1586
	Swing parts and annual inspection
	£    381.37

	GWB Services Ltd
	1587
	Grass cutting May
	£    166.50

	Glasdon Uk Ltd
	1588
	Dog Bin replacement part
	£       52.31

	A Chick
	1589
	Street Cleaning
	£    205.25

	Probusiness Ltd
	1590
	Payroll charges
	£       43.50

	A Brumfitt
	1591
	Works to bus stop
	£       80.00

	Mendip District Council
	1592
	Uncontested election fee
	£    111.50

	HMRC
	1593
	Clerk PAYE
	£       29.50

	H Marshall
	1594
	Salary Mileage Expenses July
	£    741.08

	GWB Services Ltd
	1595
	Grass cutting June
	£    166.50


234.25 Dates of future meetings: 19th September, 21st November 2019
16th January, 19th March, 21st May, 16th July, 17th September, 19th November 2020
Time of closing meeting: 9.30pm 
