Annual Report 2025/26

The temporary Clerk to the Council left at the end of September 2025 having done much to help resolve a difficult situation faced by the Council following the departure of the previous postholder. A new Clerk was appointed from October 2025 and has since been confirmed in post following a successful probationary period.

The Chair of the Council at the start of the year resigned from the Council in June 2025 due to other commitments and was replaced as Chair by the Vice-Chair, whose old position has not been filled on a permanent basis.  

Several highway problems continued to be raised with Powys Council, notably the poor condition of the B4390. The Council has requested a meeting with Highways officials on more than one occasion but has been unable to secure a commitment to such a meeting.

The Council is pleased to report that drainage issues in Manafon appear to have been resolved following representation by councillors and the County Council member, and that the mobile mast in Manafon is now operational. 

The Council continues to review and update its Training Plan, and members undertook an online Code of Conduct training session prior to the Council meeting in March 2026. The new Clerk is to commence study for the appropriate Society of Local Council Clerks qualification in 2026 which will ensure that the clerk has the necessary competences and that the Council is compliant with audit requirements. 

The result of speed measurement monitoring revealed that the highway authority would permit a community council owned speed indication device to be sited at any of 4 locations in New Mills and Manafon that we subject to the tests. The Council has budgeted for rechargeable battery powered speed indicator signage but is considering a range of possible options while awaiting revised Welsh government guidance on mandatory speed limits.

In 2025/26 the Council has made financial contributions towards the Royal British Legion, New Mills Village Hall and the cost of providing a communal areas ‘green bin’ for Manafon.

The Council has updated its governance and policies and will keep these under review.

As a result of unprecedented historic audit fees and a much-reduced precept for 2025/26, the Council’s cash balance was £8,296 as of 31st March 2026, compared with £11,406 the previous year.
