              Cyngor Cymuned Manafon Community Council

Minutes of the meeting of Manafon Community Council held on 
Wednesday 4 March 2026 at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Benyon (Chair), Davies, Gethin, Hall, Lewis, County Councillor John Yeomans and the Clerk, Ian Fraser.

1.	Apologies
	Cllrs Evans and Morgan.

2.	Declarations of Interest
	None.

3.	Public Participation Session
	There was no public attendance at the meeting.
.
4.	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2026 were agreed as a true record subject to correction of a typographical error.

5.	Matters arising from the Minutes
The Manafon mobile mast was now operational. EE services were connected, with Vodaphone and Three services expected to connect in April. 

Links to the Code of Conduct Training video have been circulated. It was agreed to convene the next meeting earlier to facilitate shared viewing of the recording.

6.	Correspondence

Zen broadband services Written confirmation that a changeover to fiber-optic broadband at New Mills Village Hall was expected to be undertaken within the next 30 days.

Village hall survey A link to the survey will be added to the council website.

Membership of One Voice Wales It was resolved to renew the council’s membership from April 2026 at a cost of £71.

Clerk training It was resolved to authorize the Clerk to commence training for the appropriate SLCC qualifications in administration and finance in order satisfy Audit requirements and ensure good governance.

7.	Finance 
a) The latest bank statement and the budget monitoring sheet were presented and a balance of £8,665.02 was reported to 13th February. Council was happy to verify the accounts.
	 b) The following invoices were approved for payment:
	Clerk, wages and expenses £227.65, Cheque – 100487
	One Voice Wales (membership renewal) £71.00, Cheque – 100488
	c) It was also resolved to pay the annual cost of £60 for the green collection bin 
supplied by Powys County Council for cutting and collecting grass in the public space in Manafon. This will be paid for at the next meeting. 

8.	Highways
Potholes and defective drainage. Council remains deeply concerned about worsening road conditions and the potential for injury and vehicular damage and noted that there has been no substantive response to most recent communications with Powys County Council. Furthermore, there were concerns that the recent road surface failure in Tregynon would be replicated in New Mills given that they were last resurfaced only twelve months apart.

It was resolved that the Clerk write again to the Head of Highways, designated Link Officer and appropriate Cabinet Member(s) highlighting a recent near-incident, reiterating the Council’s concerns and a request for investment and joint working to address road conditions. It was further resolved to contact One Voice Wales to raise awareness of the matter.
.
9.	Planning – there were no planning issues.

10.	Speed Monitoring Update
A further quote for speed monitoring equipment was considered, with another awaited. While the advice from Powys Council suggests that it might be possible to revert to 30 mph speed limits it was resolved to enquire about reducing the 20mph zone in New Mills while simultaneously applying to the Community Trust Fund for approximately one-third of the anticipated cost of supplying the equipment, should it be decided to pursue this option. 
	
12.	County Councillor Update
County Cllr Yeomans’ update dovetailed with deliberations about highways conditions and road safety. At current investment levels it would take 110 years to resurface all roads in Powys, with only 12p in every £1 of Council Tax earmarked for highways. The situation is exacerbated by problems of staff retention and absenteeism, and budget cuts resulting in lack of equipment as well as reliance on plant hire and contractors.

Cllr Yeomans undertook to follow up on the Manafon drainage issues as promised works have not been undertaken. 

13.	Items to be included on the next agenda – none reported

14.	Date of the next meeting
Wednesday, 1st April at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall, to be preceded by Code of Conduct training (time to be confirmed). 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 9.00 p.m.
