              Cyngor Cymuned Manafon Community Council

Minutes of the meeting of Manafon Community Council held on 
Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Morgan (Chair), Benyon, Evans, Gethin, Hall, Lewis, and the Clerk, Ian Fraser.

1.	Apologies
	Cllr Davies.

2.	Declarations of Interest
Cllr Benyon declared an interest in the reimbursement of the cost of the green collection bin for the public space in Manafon under item 7a of the agenda.

3.	Public Participation Session
	There was no public attendance at the meeting.
.
4.	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2026 were agreed as a true record.

5.	Matters arising from the Minutes
The Code of Conduct Training video was viewed prior to this meeting.  Cllrs Benyon, Gethin and Lewis were in attendance.

Broadband services at New Mills Village Hall have yet to be changed over to fiber-optic.

The Clerk intended to commence training for the SLCC qualification once current study commitments were completed in June 2026.

Long-standing drainage issues in Manafon had been attended to.

6.	Correspondence
	None

7.	Finance 
a) The latest bank statement and the budget monitoring sheet were presented and a balance of £8,401.57 was reported up to 13th March. The monitoring sheet indicated that there will be an overspend on the estimated budget for 2025/26. This was due to unprecedented audit fees, partly mitigated by savings under other headings. Council was happy to verify the accounts and continue with the current system of monitoring and reporting. 
b) Members were presented with a proposed expenditure summary for 2026/27. Dependent on whether the Council was to invest in speed monitoring equipment this would increase the predicted expenditure from £5,158.00 to over £9,000
	c) The following invoices were approved for payment:
Clerk, wages and expenses £228.65, Cheque – 100489
Glenys Benyon (reimbursement of payment for communal green bin) £60.00, Cheque – 100490
d) Council acknowledged receipt of the audit papers for 2025/26 showing that the Council would be subject to full audit this year. Information is required to be submitted by 7th August, and the electorate will be given 20 working days to inspect the submission, to be completed no later than 11th September. The Council will consider details of the audit process at its meeting in May, prior to Internal Audit.

8.	Clerk probationary period
(The clerk was asked to leave the meeting for this item of the agenda)
It was agreed that having commenced employment in October 2025, the Clerk be confirmed in post following the completion of a satisfactory probation period and hat this be reflected in terms and conditions.
(The clerk rejoined the meeting)

8.	Highways
The Council was disappointed at the lack of response from Powys CC to recent correspondence and remained concerned about the condition of sections of the B4390
and the quality of recent ‘remedial work’ to one section of the road. Members resolved to keep the matter under review and to consider further options should the situation persist or deteriorate.

9.	Planning –Application reference 26/0353/HH – Erection of oak framed extension, Tan yr Allt, Manafon. Council resolved not to object to the application subject to concerns about access and egress being addressed, especially for emergency services. These concerns relate to badly overgrown vegetation and the generally poor condition of the public road leading to and beyond Tan yr Allt. 

10.	Speed Monitoring Update
The Clerk confirmed that an application has been submitted to the Dwyriw Community Trust Fund for approximately one-third of the anticipated cost of supplying speed monitoring equipment, should it be decided to pursue this option. However, Council remained to be convinced that signage would represent an effective use of resources and wished to pursue the option of reducing the 20mph zones while introduce 40mph buffer zones to encourage gradual reduction and acceleration of traffic speeds. The clerk was instructed to make further enquiries with the Highways Authority  
	
12.	County Councillor Update
None presented.

13.	Items to be included on the next agenda – Audit information.

14.	Date of the next meeting
Wednesday, 6th May at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall, to be preceded by the Council’s Annual General Meeting, to commence at 7.00p.m. 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 8.45 p.m.

