              Cyngor Cymuned Manafon Community Council

Minutes of the meeting of Manafon Community Council held on 
Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Morgan (Chair), Benyon, Davies Evans, Gethin, Hall, and the Clerk, Ian Fraser.

1.	Apologies
	Cllr Lewis and County Cllr Yeomans.

2.	Declarations of Interest
None.

3.	Public Participation Session
	There was no public attendance at the meeting.
.
4.	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st April 2026 were agreed as a true record.

5.	Matters arising from the Minutes
	None that were not covered by items on the agenda

6.	Correspondence
Eisteddfod, 2027 – The Council resolved not to contribute to the Eisteddfod which will be held in Llanidloes in 2027 as there was not considered to be any direct benefit for the community and therefore did not represent best use of resources/
Manafon Mast – The MP has written confirming that O2 will be connecting to the mast in the coming months.
 
7.	Finance 
a) The latest bank statement and the budget monitoring sheet were presented and a balance of £8,066.52 was reported up to 13th April. Council was happy to verify the accounts. 
b) The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts for 2025/26 showing balanced receipts and payments of £14,400.56. As a result of unprecedented audit fees and a much-reduced precept for 2025/26, the Council’s cash balance at 31st March was £8,296 as of 31st March 2026, compared with £11,406 the previous year.
c) Council considered the Annual Audit return and Statement of Governance which would be forwarded to the Internal Auditor together with the accounts, with a view to being approved by the Council at the June meeting. 
c) The following invoices were approved for payment:
	Wales Audit Office - £440.75, Cheque – 100491*
Clerk, wages and expenses £251.05, Cheque – 100492
(*The Clerk was instructed to request copies of the Audit determinations relating to this payment for its records and future audit purposes). 
d) Cllr Benyon had incurred mileage to attend the recent One Voice Wales Montgomeryshire meeting in Llanbrynmair and which will be reimbursed on submission of formal claim at the June meeting.

8.	Highways
The Council noted that the pothole at Lower House had been filled. 
The Area Traffic Engineer has rejected the suggestion that right of way signs be positioned on New Mills bridge as it is deemed wide enough to accommodate two-way traffic if drivers negotiate the bridge at a sensible speed and that there is already sufficient notice for them to do so. 
Cllr Yeomans has secured a meeting with County Council officers to look at roads in his ward and would be inviting community council input. The Council favoured targeting a small number of roads and for councillors from those wards to be available if required. The Clerk would liaise with Cllr Yeomans concerning details of the meeting. 
The Clerk was asked to contact Berriew Community Council to raise awareness of the mini landslide on the B4390 by the Maes-yr- Afon Caravan Park

9.	Planning – There were no planning applications to consider. However, the Clerk was asked to make enquiries about the current planning status of ongoing construction within the Council area and to report back. 

10.	Speed Monitoring Update
The Area Traffic Engineer has confirmed he is prepared to meet with Council representatives and County Cllr Yeomans to discuss options for alternative speed limits once Welsh Government publish their revised guidance.
	
11.	County Councillor Update
In addition to having secured a commitment to meet with County Council officers Cllr Yeomans has been in correspondence with PCC’s Chief Executive Officer and Council Leader concerning local issues including highways conditions, waste and recycling, winter services and associated staffing issues. This was ongoing and Cllr Yeomans would be digesting a detailed response from the Chief Executive received on the day of the meeting.  

12.	Items to be included on the next agenda – Internal Audit and next steps.

13.	Date of the next meeting
Wednesday, 3rd June at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall, subject to completion of Internal Audit. 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 8.55 p.m.


