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INTRODUCTION

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (Section 40), and the Environment Act 2021 (Section 102), impose duties on Town and Parish councils. The Acts also allow councils to spend funds for the purpose of conserving biodiversity.

Rempstone Parish Council operate in accordance with these Acts, and consider biodiversity conservation when making decisions. 

DEFINITION

Defra, in its 2020 publication “Biodiversity”, defines biodiversity as the variety of all life on Earth. This includes all species of animal and plant, and everything else which is alive on our planet. 

Biodiversity is the basis of the ecosystems on which our economy, our health and welfare, and our continued survival depend. This includes readily visible essentials such as food, fresh water, and clean air. It also includes less visible services such as regulation of our climate, protection from natural disasters, purification of our water systems, and pollination of our crops. 

Biodiversity is important for its own sake. It provides a reservoir of species on which we will draw for future needs. A current example is the search for new antibiotics.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The objective of this policy is to clarify how the Parish Council will work towards enhancing and protecting the biodiversity within Rempstone, and also external biodiversity which affects Rempstone and its residents.

ACTIONS

Rempstone Parish Council will consider sustainability, environmental impact, and biodiversity when making decisions. It will also develop and implement specific local policies and plans where and when required.

The council will:

· Work to raise public awareness of biodiversity within the Rempstone community, for example through the village Newsletter and local events. 

· Engage with residents and local businesses about how they can make a difference by promoting, enhancing, and protecting biodiversity.

· Involve the community in specific biodiversity projects. Recent examples have included tree planting, wildflower planting, and bird box installation.

· Identify any local Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSIs), and consider how it can assist their recovery, protection, and conservation.  

When commenting on Planning Applications the council will:

· Identify and support sites which benefit biodiversity through the conservation of existing habitats, and the provision of new habitats.

· Support the protection of existing habitats from development

· Consider what each proposed development might mean for biodiversity net gain.

Rempstone Parish Council will review this policy annually.
